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Equal frights 


Disabled people risk “bitter disappointment” over government plans to create 


-a single equality body to tackle all discrimination. 


‘This warning came from the 
Disability Rights Commission 
(DRC) as Cabinet Minister 
Barbara Roche announced 
the biggest review of equality 
policy in over 25 years. 
_ She is to head a government 
‘project to consider possible 
ways of creating a single equali- 
‘ties body. Firm proposals will 
be put forward in the autumn. 
_ Ms Roche said that once 
‘employment rights are intro- 
e. on sexual orientation and 
ligion in 2003 and on age in 
2006, in line with an EU 
Employment Directive, it won’t 
be possible to have six rights 
bodies. Besides the DRC, Britain 
s the Commission for Racial 
Equality and the Equal 
Opportunities Commission, 
which tackles sex discrimination. 
The DRC is demanding a 


proper debate over whether 
such a body is necessary. 

Bob Niven, chief executive of 
the DRC, warned that the 
government has not delivered on 
its commitment to expand the 
Disability Discrimination Act. 

While he said there was 
potential for a new single body 
to promote equality for all, he 
added: “It is difficult to think of 
a new body where the scope 
for influence being exercised 
directly by disabled people 
would be as great as the DRC. I 
am sure only a minority of com- 
missioners would be disabled.” 

Two-thirds of DRC commis- 
sioners are disabled. 

Niven also said the govern- 
ment must not introduce a sin- 
gle body without introducing 
a single equalities act first. 
Otherwise, the groups repre- 
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sented by the new body would 
not have the same protection. 
Rights already vary under race, 
gender and disability laws. 

Niven said: “You would get 
a body which is supposed to be 
promoting equality for all 
while, on the other hand, it 
would be operating a bag of 
legislation with considerable 
variations and gaps.” 

David Congdon, director of 
public affairs at Mencap, said: 
“There is a real danger that the 
rights of disabled people could 
be pushed to the back of the 
queue and downgraded.” 

Ms Roche said: “A more 
integrated approach to equality 
is not about ignoring the voices 
of any particular groups.” 

A new body would not 
be set up until after the next 
general election. 


Put at risk 


The lives of people with diabetes 
are being put at risk because of a 
shortage of specially trained 
doctors, a report has found. 

A survey by Diabetes UK 
and The Royal College of 
Physicians, claims that the 
NHS is only training half the 
number of specialists needed to 
fill the spaces which NHS 
workforce advisors say it needs. 

Diabetes UK chief executive 
Paul Streets said: “Without 
enough diabetes specialists in 
our hospitals, people will die 
unnecessarily.” 


On the ball 


With World Cup fever mount- 
ing, Northampton beat 
Peterborough 3-2 in the Karl 
Waldren Cup Final in May. 

The front cover shows 
Peterborough’s Bobby Brack- 
enbury beating Northampton’s 
Steven Munnelly to the ball in 
the match, which was the cul- 
mination of a competition run 
by the National MultiDisabled 
Football League. 
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Kids? stuff: Joe ae 6, of ste, was one & ihe eae ae 
learning disabilities who used Sutton Mencap’s play scheme to 
attend a Teddy Bear’s picnic, sponsored by Marks & Spencer. 
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Child fracture calli Teen wins case 


A charity is demanding govern- 
ment action to prevent parents 
of children with a rare genetic 
condition being wrongly 
accused of abuse. 

In the last eight years, more 
than 100 families of children 
with brittle bones, or osteogen- 
esis imperfecta (Ol), have faced 
such allegations. 

Social workers and doctors 
often assume that babies and 
toddlers with multiple fractures 
have been violently assaulted, 
when the injuries are actually 
. caused by OI. Many of the 
children are taken into care. 

The issue was raised with 


the Department of Health 
(DOH) by the Brittle Bone 
Society (BBS) in 2000, but until 
now it has failed to act. 

A DOH spokeswoman said 
guidance would be issued 
to health professionals later 
this year on medical conditions 
that could be confused with 
child abuse, although she could 
not confirm whether these 
would include OI. 

Actress Julie Fernandez, who 
has OJ, said most professionals 
know very little about the rare 
condition and will not consider 
it as a possible explanation for 
multiple fractures. 


Maggie Eaton, who set up the 
BBS Accused Parents Support 
Group eight years ago, said: “It 
is an extremely serious problem 
and it is getting worse by the day. 

“We need people in 
government to sit down and 
listen to what happens in these 
situations and talk to families 
who have been through it and 
proved their innocence.” 

Raymond Lawrie, chief exec- 
utive of the BBS, said: “If the 
government are finally going to 
address this problem this would 
be very welcome, but they have 
to recognise that other profes- 
sionals will also need guidance.” 


Chef’s Special: Celebrity chefs Patrick Williams (/eft) and Ainsley Harriott (right) met Brixton care 
home resident Angela Brown at the launch of a Relatives and Residents Association African Caribbean 
Cookbook. The book is aimed at care home chefs. To place an order, tel: 020 76924302. 


Quick to get the axe 
The government announced the 
abolition of the National Care 
Standards Commission, less 

than three weeks after its launch. 
It will be merged with the 
Social Services Inspectorate to 
form the Commission for 
Social Care Inspection. 

Its health care role will pass 
to a Commission for Healthcare 
Audit and Inspection. But the 
changes will probably not take 
effect until 2004. 


Higher ed gets a raise 
The Higher Education Funding 
Council for England has 
announced a £6.6m fund to 
improve higher education 
provision for disabled students. 

The money will help institu- 
tions which have little provision 
and experience in supporting 
disabled students. It will also 
help create specialist teaching 
materials and fund support dur- 
ing work placements. A special 
disability team will coordinate 
the work across institutions. 
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A diabetic teenager has won 
£3,000 compensation after a 
Lancashire school banned him 
from a water sports trip. 

Tom White, 16, was banned 
by Clitheroe Royal Grammar 
School from going on a trip to 
France in March 2000. This 
was because he had had 
a hypoglycaemic attack on a 
skiing trip the previous year. 

The Judge at Preston 
County Court said the decision 
was “fatally flawed in the man- 
ner in which it was taken.” 

Tom White said: “If this pre- 


vents any other disabled stu- 
dent from being discriminated 
against, it’s all been worth- 
while.” 

The teenager, backed by the 
Disability Rights Commission, 
was able to take action under the 
Disability Discrimination Act 
(DDA) because the holiday trip 
was classified as a service rather 
than educational. Education is 
not covered under the DDA. 

This loophole will be closed 
when the Special Educational 
Needs and Disability Act 
comes into effect in September. 


Equioment woes 


Equipment services for disabled 
people have worsened since the 
publication of a critical report 
by the Audit Commission 
two years ago, according to a 
disability consortium. 

Sam Gallop, chair of 
emPOWER, was speaking to 
DN after hosting a conference, 
which called on the government 
to introduce national standards 
for wheelchair, prosthetic and 
orthotic services. 

The Audit Commission’s 
Fully Equipped report had 
recommended the introduction 
of such standards in 2000. 


It found long waiting times 
for equipment, and an unac- 
ceptable variation in services 
and eligibility throughout the 
country. 

But Mr Gallop told DN: 
“Waiting times have got longer. 
You can’t find any one person 
who is in charge of anything in 
the NHS.” 

An early day motion calling 
for national standards was 
launched after the conference 
by Labour MP Tony Colman. 

A follow-up report to Fully 
Equipped is expected to be 
published this month. 


Don’t forget to fill in the cannabis and 
winter fuel payments surveys on DN’s 


website. Over 1600 severely disabled 
people alone have filled out the winter 
fuel survey . Go on the web at 


www.disabilitynow.org.uk 
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A safety Net 


People with learning disabilities 
can now report abuse over the 
internet, thanks to a charity 
website. 

Respond’s relaunched site 
includes a section designed for 
people with learning disabilities. 

[t will help those with milder 
disabilities find out about 
sexual or physical abuse, and 
where to go for help if they are 
being abused. 

The site features photographs 
of two dolls portraying 
examples of abusive situations. 

It also includes a free 
telephone helpline number and 
e-mail address, so a user can 
send a request for help straight 
to Respond, which offers 


counselling to people with 


learning disabilities who have 
been abused. 

Until 
and helpline have been used 
mostly by carers, relatives and 


now, the website 


professionals. 

June Patterson, a service user 
from The Elfrida Society, a 
charity in north London, helped 
Respond redesign its website. 

She said: “Bad things 
happen to people with learning 
disabilities and then we do not 
a voice. Talking to 
someone can help if they 


have 


believe you and you feel safe.” : 
Respond’s website is at 
www.respond.org.uk; call 
Respond’ free helpline on 0808 
8080700 between 1.30pm and 
5pm, Monday to Friday. 


Figures spark fears 


New government figures show- 
ing increased numbers of dis- 
abled people claiming benefits 
have sparked fears that Labour’s 
plans to get more disabled peo- 
ple jobs will be ineffective. 

Department for Work and 
Pensions (DWP) statistics show 
the number of sick and disabled 
people on key benefits rose by 
54,000 between November 2000 
and November 2001. 

But the total number of 
people of working age claiming 
these benefits fell by 88,000. 

One government scheme, 


aiecdled L Mir, 


the New Deal for Disabled 
People (NDDP) aims to get just 
90,000 people on incapacity ben- 
efits into work over three years. 

Shadow disabled people’s 
minister Tim Boswell said the 
figures suggested “policy is 
going backwards”. 

A DWP spokeswoman said 
the increase was due to “demo- 
graphic” factors and the NDDP 
was still in its early stages. 

The government was unable 
to say how many of the 
54,000 disabled people were on 
Incapacity Benefit. 


Paul Matthews 


David Colley writes: 

Paul Matthews, the creator of 
what was once the UK’s largest 
and most popular website for 
disabled people, Disability Net, 
sadly died on 21 April, aged 31. 

The website, created in 1995, 
attracted 700 visitors a day but 
closed in 2000. 

Paul was a valued member 
of several organisations: 
Muscle Garcem.or 
Independence (Derbyshire), 
Disability Direct and the 
British Council of Disabled 
People (BCODP). 

He was passionate about 
the importance of information 
in liberating disabled people, 
and he continued to work hard 
to produce relevant and vital 
resources through newsletters 
as well as on the internet. 

He became information offi- 
cer for BCODP in November. 

Paul quietly and calmly 
had a profound influence on 
thousands of disabled people 
in the UK and abroad. He is 
sorely missed. 
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Thomas Cunningham, 5, who has Down’s syndrome, to help launch 
Down’s Syndrome Awareness Week, 1-7 June. ! 


Parking update 


A police watchdog is 

Sy) to investigate an inci- 

| dent in which an offi- 

| cer allegedly parked 
in a disabled bay. 

The) ~policemanwetrcom 
Hertfordshire is said to have 
driven off over a disabled 
woman’s toe after she confront- 
ed him outside the Tesco store 
(DN, April 2002). 

Hertfordshire police has sub- 
mitted a report to the Police 
Complaints Authority, which will 
carry out its own investigation. 

Meanwhile, the RAC has 


We still need people to check their local supermarket for disabled’ 
parking bay abuse. To help, tel: 020 7619 7323 or e-mail: 
editor@disabilitynow.org.uk If you have already contacted us 
and are waiting for a date, don’t worry, we'll be in touch soon. 


CORNWALL 


Caroline and Colin Northover 
invite you to stay at 
Tregoninny Farm near Truro (2 miles) 
for bed and breakfast. 


Very secluded and peaceful working farm 
with recently converted barns specifically 
designed for disabled access and needs. 
(All categories) 
Most rooms en suite, TV, tea-making etc. 
Beautiful panoramic views over unspoilt 
countryside from the dining room. 


Ideal base for exploring Cornwall. 
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Ht 


shown interest in backing the 
Baywatch parking campaign. 


The campaign, which in-, 
cludes DN, is set to expand in a) 
bid to protect disabled spaces, 


on streets, not just in car parks. . 
DN editor Mary Wilkinson) 
said it would seek support from) 


central and local government, 
retailers, DN readers and| 


Baywatch members. 
She said: “Disabled people 
should be able to shop and go 


where they want, when they| 


want, without worrying about 
parking.” 
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e Heligan Gardens 
e North and south scenic coastline 
All rooms non-smoking. Cot available. 
Rates from £20pp + VAT 
Weekend and short breaks November-March 
Discount for group bookings. 
Tel: 01872 520145 Fax: 01872 2664406 
email: caroline.northover@btinternet.com 
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Motability bids sought 


Disabled people may soon be 
able to buy cheaper cars, scoot- 
ers and wheelchairs after a 
mobility charity opened one of 
its schemes to competition. 

Motability has already invited 
tenders from organisations int- 
erested in providing finance for 
its Hire Purchase (HP) scheme 
for wheelchairs and scooters. 
At present, the charity’s financial 
arm, Motability Finance 
Limited, provides the credit. 

But APR on the scheme pro- 
viding about 2,000 scooters and 
_ wheelchairs a year can range 


between 11 and 51 per cent. 
The APR for used cars can 
be as high as 31.5 per cent. This 
scheme provided about 3,000 
new and used cars last year. 
Noel Muddiman, director of 
Motability, told DN that it was 
likely to put the HP scheme for 
cars up for tender once lessons 
had been learned from the 
wheelchair and scooter process. 
He said: “I am quite confi- 
dent that we will go out to ten- 
der for the HP provision of 
motorcars on the scheme.” 
But he said the APR rates for 


the current schemes included 
things like insurance, which 
guaranteed that unsuitable 
scooters or chairs could be 
returned and AA tests on cars. 
He said he would not allow a 
“fly by night” organisation 
offering cheap but low quality 
packages to win the tenders. 

Ed Passant, chief executive 
of the Disabled Drivers Motor 
Club, said the current used car 
HP scheme was “phenomenally 
expensive” and must change. 

* See also motoring supplement, 
page 7 


DDA call|Unfriendly skies 


he Disability Rights 
hae (DRC) marked its 
second birthday by calling for 
major changes to anti-discrimi- 
nation legislation. 

In a review* of the Disability 
Discrimination Act (DDA), it 
calls for a new disability bill to 
close gaps in the legislation. 

It says that it should be easi- 
er for people with mental 
| health problems and progres- 
| sive conditions to take action 
under the DDA. 

And service providers should 
be able to claim tax breaks to 
make their premises accessible. 

The review says the DDA 
should be extended to cover 
public transport and address 
discrimination in recruitment. 

The commission is now 
conducting a three-month 
consultation on the review. 

Caroline Gooding, special 
adviser to the DRC, said: “The 
review is very significant. It is 
the first time the DRC has 
looked at the DDA and said 
how we think it should be 
changed.” 

Meanwhile, Lord Asley’s bill, 
also aimed at plugging gaps in 
the DDA, has reached the House 
of Commons. Its second reading 
will take place on 21 June, but it 
is not expected to become law. 
*See advert page 31 


Autism on 
the increase 


Two thirds of teachers believe 
the number of children with 
autism has increased in the last 
five years, according to a new 
report. 

The National Autistic 
Society (NAS) report* for its 
Autism Awareness Week also 
found one in 86 children in 
English and Welsh schools had 
an autistic spectrum disorder. 

It called on central and local 
government to invest more in 
meeting their educational needs. 
*Autism in schools: crisis or 
challenge? free from the NAS, 
tel: 020 79033581 


A disabled man in a powered 
wheelchair missed his flight to 
the Netherlands because of a 
string of mistakes by airline 
staff. 

Bob Jamieson, from Essex, 
arrived at Stansted Airport 
more than 90 minutes before a 
Ryanair plane was due to 
depart, but he was still left 
stranded. 

He had warned Ryanair in 
writing that he would need 
assistance, but check-in staff 
failed to tell ADI, which 
provides assistance for disabled 
passengers, that he needed help 
to board the plane. 

They also failed to warn 
staff at the departure gate. 

When he arrived at the 
departure gate, staff phoned 
repeatedly for help, but 
without success. 

Eventually, the plane took 


off without Mr Jamieson and 
his personal assistant (PA), and 
he had to cancel the trip to see 
a Dutch friend in hospital. 

He claimed the incident 
demonstrated the poor disabili- 
ty awareness of staff working 
for Ryanair. 

He was particularly angry 
that when he complained about 
missing his flight, they addressed 
their questions to his PA. 

He added: “I can see it hap- 
pening again. They are so bad.” 

Ryanair “sincerely apolo- 
gised” for the error by their 
“handling agents” and offered 
a refund and two free return 
flights. 

A Ryanair spokesman said 
their staff and agents already 
receive disability training. 

He added: “We can assure 
Mr Jamieson that this will not 
happen again.” 
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Taking it to the streets 


Disabled campaigners protest- 
ed outside the headquarters of 
the three main political parties 
in late April. 

Members of the Disabled 
People’s Direct Action Network 
(DAN) called for support for 
disabled people to live indepen- 
dently in the community, rather 
than in residential homes. 

Rezoul Karen (above), who 
lives in a nursing home in 
Birmingham and needs 24-hour 
care, said outside Labour’s 
Millbank headquarters: “I 
want people to listen to what I 
want, rather than making deci- 
sions for me. | want to fight for 
this. That is why I am here.” 

As a result of the protests, 
Liberal Democrat disability 
spokesman Paul Holmes MP 
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put down an early day motion 
calling for measures to promote 
independent living. 

And Conservative Party 
shadow health minister Liam 
Fox will meet with DAN later 
this month. 

But a DAN spokesman said 
he was “disappointed” that 
Labour Party officials merely 
asked them to take part in their 
policy-making review. 

The protests were part of 
three days of campaigning by 
DAN in London which launched 
a radical “Freedom Bill” that 
makes a series of civil rights 
demands for disabled people. 

The disability umbrella 
organisation Rights Now is 
considering whether to adopt 
the bill. 
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Stannah Stairlifts, Dept 3670, FREEPOST SA344, Andover, Hants SPIO 3BR. 


Trust Stannah to make things easier. 
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6 News 


Backing for Pretty verdict 


The chairman of a national dis- 
ability group has insisted that 
the courts were right to deny a 
severely disabled woman the 
right to assisted suicide. 

Diane Pretty, who died from 
motor neurone disease in May, 
had taken her fight all the way 
to the European Court of 
Human Rights (ECHR) asking 


for a guarantee that her hus- 
band would not be prosecuted 
if he helped her commit suicide. 

She lost the case and died in 
a hospice after developing 
breathing problems. 

Her husband Brian said: 
“Diane had to go through the 
one thing she had foreseen and 
was afraid of.” 


But David Colley, chair of 
the British Council of Disabled 
People, said the ECHR had 
made the right decision. 

He said: “While we sympa- 
thise with people in that posi- 
tion, it would inevitably pro- 
mote euthanasia rather than 
adequate funding for social 
welfare.” 


| SoNORTH 


ow Top OF THE WORLD 


Cannabis law doubts 


The government could relax cannabis laws by the autumn, depend-_ 
ing on the results of a report by MPs due as DN went to press. 

But campaigners for medicinal cannabis feared the plans would 
not go far enough, and backed DN’s cannabis survey (below). 

The report by the House of Commons Home Affairs Select 
Committee was expected to say that possession of cannabis for 
recreational use, while remaining illegal, should no longer be an 


arrestable offence. 


But the government has said that it will not consider allowing 
doctors to prescribe the cannabis-based drugs before 2003, 


following medical trials. 


Labour MP for Newport West Paul Flynn said relaxing the 
law would be “progressive” and help disabled people too, but he 
said: “It is unsatisfactory. People are going to be angry unless the 
government comes up with something.” 

Claire Hodges, director of the Alliance for Cannabis 
Therapeutics, called for an immediate change in the law to allow 
disabled people to get raw cannabis from chemists 
Join DN’s campaign by filling out the survey form below. 


Names and contact details will be 
treated in the strictest confidence. 


Te DIS@OIVweertte teeta. nate acon eet eee eee ae 1 
Telephone muin 0 Cr eeaees- peat ectcpae ye teen bene eas 
: Have you ever taken cannabis for medical purposes? .. . 
PRN cS Sn 5 Le ee ee Pee te eae I 
I I 
Ul) + & G Rabe eee eee eee es gc urreeuton sie imme aos) ae coats we isl meet cf ee a ore I 
1 I 
‘ee ee ee, Me ere 
If SO; WHIT CIGIVOU STAMLZF weu# 6. fess ee I 
ee : 
Did your doctor know/approve? ................... 
ere eee Oe ee a a I 
i I 
BP ico naan Weenie lal) See e bisa ay & Ne aw GRRE, ss Ree 1 
Should disabled people have to wait for the results I 
1 Of medical trials before they can use cannabis legally, 
or should cannabis be legalised for medical use now? I 
1 [ ] people should have to wait 
[_] legalise it now 
If you take cannabis, how do you get it? ............. : 
ee... ee ee 
i i 
| oar) TS aI a ee ja! val soles Way na) yee nt ee ase! pat frm) ie) mS om ca et tia a Rn I 
i I 
Ps en etl a a ais a 
: Isiteasyor difficult:torget® eel... .. | ee 1 
eect ee eS ee 
t 1 
Go Stee ic x ale « ICE, a tot «ena 
Li es oe meee), CARRS, Clee eA ] 
i 
1 !s the quality of the cannabis good CNOUGH caanae eee ae 
I 1 
he ee ra 2 | Nee 
1 Please send this form to Cannabis Survey, DN, Freepost 
WD4323, London N7 9BR, telephone: 020 7619 ZO ¥ 
or e-mail: editor@disabilitynow.org.uk : 
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Your move towards 
independent living 


Lifestyle at Living Options is 
very much what you make it... 


Small Group Homes on the 
West Sussex Coast for young 
people (18+) with physical disabilities 


easy access to shops, 
cafes, pubs..... 


adapted transport for 
cinemas, concerts, 
clubs and colleges. 


Very competitive rates 


To find out more call Gill on 
01243 672989 or Nick on 
01243 672741 


Registered charity no. 299206 


ucing the Tramper, a unique electric all terrain buggy giving 
@ physically challenged the ability to go further than ever 


: efore. A real outdoor buggy designed to cover rough ground, 
- me and uae safely. See our website or phone for a leaflet. 


More than just a Class 3 vehicle, 
the Tramper is built to last. 

High capacity sealed gel batteries and 
powerful electric motor monitored by 
sophisticated electronics. 


>» _ Light steering with no ‘Kick 
Back' or ‘Bump Steer’. 


Modular design with 
a wide range 
of accessories. 


To coldly go: Businessman 
Michael McGrath, 37, who has. 
muscular dystrophy, walked the’ 
final 150 metres to the North — 
Pole to raise £100,000 for 
Muscular Dystrophy Campaign 
funded medical research. 
www.muscular-dystrophy.org 


Record £2m. 
damages for 
injured man 


A paraplegic man will receive| 
record damages of more than 
£2m for injuries caused) 
by being knocked off his’ 
motorbike. 

The sum is the highest ever 
received by a paraplegic person | 
following an accident. 

His solicitor said the 
settlement reflected the fact 
that spinally injured people} 
now live, on average, well into f 
their 70s. 

Lee Kench, 37, from Dorset, " 
received fractures to his spinal | 
cord after a car hit him while | 
its driver was performing a U- 
turn without signalling in July | 
1999. : 

He said: “No amount of | 
money can really compensate | 
me, but the damages have | 
helped improve my quality of 
life no end.” 

Interim payments allowed 
him to make adaptations to a | 
new home, pay for rehabilita- | 
tion and set up a picture fram- | 
ing business. 

His solicitors, spinal injury — 
specialists Stewarts, welcomed | 
the non-confrontational 
approach that led to 4a 
settlement being agreed with 
insurance giant Norwich Union | 
at a meeting around Mr 
Kench’s kitchen table. 

Julian Chamberlayne, of | 
Stewarts, said: “Effectively, the 
motorist’s insurer has rightly | 
paid for the full lifetime effects 
of Mr Kench’s disability, | 
without leaving the cost to the 
taxpayer.” 

See also page 22. 


Send news items to Disability 
Now, 6 Market Road, 

London N7 9PW, email: 
editor@disabilitynow.org.uk, 
fax: 020 7619 7331 


) Russell terrier cross, 


The right wavelength 


Major broadcasters have 
pledged to increase the number 
of disabled people appearing 
on television and radio. 
Members of the Broadcast- 
ers’ Disability Network (BDN) 
also promised to improve the 
portrayal of disabled characters 
on screen, as well as access to 


_ their buildings and services, the 


accessibility of their websites, 

and employment and training. 
The joint manifesto on the 

employment and portrayal of 


_ disabled people was launched 


in London last month and has 


been backed by the Disability 
Rights Commission (DRC). 

The BDN — which includes 
the BBC, BSkyB, Carlton, 
Granada and Channel 4 — and 
the DRC are also sponsoring 
100 disabled people to register 
with an online database of 
production staff available for 
freelance work”. 

Only 0.9 per cent of employ- 
ees and 0.4 per cent of 
freelancers in the industry are 
disabled. 

TV presenter Mik Scarlet 
was optimistic that government 


pressure would ensure the 
promises were kept. 

“From what I perceived at 
that meeting, it will change,” 
he said. “How quickly, we 
will see.” 

Maria Eagle, Minister for 
Disabled People, said: “Getting 
disabled people in front 
of the camera and microphone, 
working behind the scenes 
and providing the stories, will 
make a real difference in trans- 
forming attitudes to disability 
in society.” 
“www.productionbase.co.uk 


Teaching a deaf dog new tricks 


Staff at an animal rescue centre 
are teaching sign language to a 
profoundly deaf dog in an 
effort to rehouse him. 

Buster, a two-year-old Jack 
has 
already had four owners. 

Lynda Campbell, manager 
of the Blue Cross animal adop- 
tion centre in Kimpton Bottom, 
Hertfordshire, said: “We have 
begun teaching Buster to 
respond to basic sign language 
commands such as ‘sit’ and 
‘stay’, and giving him the 
thumbs up when he’s been 
good, as he needs to start 
learning some form of commu- 
nication if he is to be success- 
fully rehomed this time round.” 
Anyone interested in taking 
Buster should contact the Blue 
Cross, tel: 01438 832232. 


In brief 


Scope success 

Scope’s Cerebral Palsy Helpline 
has been awarded a Quality 
Mark by the Legal Services 
Commission. The awards were 
set up by the Lord Chancellor’s 
Department in 1999 to define 
minimum quality standards for 
providers of information and 
legal advice. 

Staff were praised for help- 
ing people to get appropriate 
services. 

Tel: 0808 800 3333, email: 
cphelpline@scope.org.uk 


Listen up 
DN’s cassette format is now 
bigger and better than ever. 

Under a new arrangement 
which started in May, recipients 
of the tape version of DN are 
getting more of our features 
and news, as well as an 
additional tape containing jobs 
and classified adverts. 

Our thanks to Talking 
Newspaper Enterprises for 
their help with this. 

Tel: 01435 862737. 


Not the kind. of 
> {I'd imagined, 


SI n jan vage 
bt oon, 


spelling up bo scrakeh, and, 
P lng take 


Experience 
the amazing 
Balder Finesse 
soon. Models to 
suit all ages. 
Variety of 
seating systems 
fitted 


Call Today 


01256 
767181 


Unit 24, Murrell Green Business Park 
London Road, Hook RG27 9GR 


Fax: 01256 768887 


him. 


CAN YOUR POWERCHAIR 
D0 THIS? 


CONRAD HODGKINSGA os oF, 
: - 


E-lection time: In a world first, Dr Christine Barton, who 
has no independent movement, used voice recognition software 
to vote in the 2 May local elections as part of an internet 


voting pilot in her Sheffield ward. 


Fuel payment plea 


Winter fuel 
payments 
should be 
extended to 
severely dis- 
abled people, 
an influential Commons com- 
mittee has heard. 

Giving evidence about fuel 
poverty to the Trade and 
Industry Select Committee in 
the Commons, Ann Robinson, 
chair of the gas and electricity 
consumer watchdog, energy- 
watch, backed the DN cam- 
paign after it was highlighted 
by committee member Dr 
Roger Berry. 

She told the committee: 
“They do spend a lot on fuel. 
Fuel bills hit them hard in the 


Acces 


“TITAN” 
| THE 
LIGHT- WEIGHT. | 
RAMP RAE | 


a Pgs 


winter. Their problems are as 
great as anybody, if not 
greater.” 

She later told DN: “I believe 
winter fuel payments should be 
extended to severely disabled 
people because they are not 
able to move about to a certain 
extent; some feel the cold more; 
they are often intensive users of 
energy. They are the last people 
we should be exposing to the 
cold in the winter.” 

DN is calling for winter fuel 
payments to be extended to 
severely disabled people of 
working age on the middle and 
higher rate of the care compo- 
of Disability Living 
Allowance and the higher rate 


nent 


of the mobility component. 


s-Easy! 


[ OLLER> Engineering Ltd 


Safety Restraint Engineers 


Tel: 01 935 426695 e-mail: enquiries@koller.co.uk 


Head Office: Koller Engineering Ltd, 5 Garrett Road, 
Lynx Trading Estate, Yeovil, Somerset. BA20 2TJ 
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8 News 


Scots 


The Scottish Executive has 
launched a new transport com- 
mittee set up to advise on the 
transport needs of disabled 
people. 

Transport Minister Lewis 
Macdonald launched the 
Mobility and Access Commit- 
tee for Scotland (MACS) in May. 

The committee will look at 
issues relating to transport for 
disabled people, including 
access, and make practical sug- 
gestions for improvements. 

Mr Macdonald said: “MACS 
will make a real contribution to 
ensure that our transport poli- 
cies do not discriminate against 
disabled people, by giving them 
an opportunity to air their 
views on Scotland’s transport 
system directly.” 


boost 


A spokeswoman for 
Capability Scotland welcomed 
the committee but was con- 
cerned that there was no one 
with a complex disability or 
mental health problem on it. 

She said: “It is important 
that it recognises that it has got 
a broad constituency to repre- 
sent.” 

She wanted it to demand a 
national concessionary travel 
scheme for Scotland. 

From October, local authori- 
ties will offer free bus travel to 
disabled people on a voluntary 


basis. 
A’. Scottish » Executive 
spokesperson said MACS 


included a broad range of peo- 
ple with specialist knowledge 
in disability transport. 


Tax credit warning 


A new government tax credit 
that will boost disabled peo- 
ple’s income will not help those 
with learning disabilities, the 
House of Lords has heard. 

Lord Rix, president of the 
charity Mencap, said the new 
Working Tax Credit (WTC) 
would be of no use to most 
people with learning disabili- 
ties. 

Few of them could work the 
minimum 16 hours a week nec- 
essary to qualify for the 
scheme, he said. 

Lord Rix was speaking dur- 


ing the second reading of the 
Tax Credit Bill. The WTC is 
due to be introduced in 2003. 

Mencap said the WTC 
should be more flexible, to help 
people with learning disabili- 
ties into part-time work. 

Although a treasury spokes- 
woman said officials would 
meet Mencap to discuss the 
WTC, she said there was little 
chance of a change in policy. 

She said: “We believe 16 
hours is the right point to make 
the division between in work 
and out of work.” 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE HOUSING 
TYPICAL WAITING TIME: OVER 3 YEAR 


Jobn 
A ial 
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Holy help: the Archbishop of Canterbury, president of JGHA 


Three-year wait 


A new survey has found that 67 
per cent of wheelchair users 
waited three years to be 
rehoused in suitable accommo- 
dation. 

And 41 per cent waited more 
than five years, according to the 
survey by John Grooms 
Housing Association (JGHA). 
It looked at people taking up 
JGHA accommodation since 
January 1999. 

Of the 82 clients questioned, 
29 per cent cited an inability to 
use the bathroom alone as the 
main reason for wanting a new 
home. 

The Archbishop of 
Canterbury, George Carey, who 


is president of the charity, said: 
“Simple household tasks like 
making a cup of tea or taking a 
shower become impossible 
tasks for an inadequately 
housed wheelchair user.” 

And David Harmer, JGHA 
chief executive, said: “Too many 
local authorities are simply not 
aware of the scale of the prob- 
lem. We have found that many 
councils just don’t research the 
housing needs of their disabled 
constituents, which results in 
wheelchair users suffering in 
silence for years.” 

John Grooms Wheelchair 
Accessible Housing Survey, 
free, tel: 020 7452 2000. 


Going somewhere nice? 


We are looking for ideas for our Out and About features over the 
summer. Let us know if you’re visiting any new and interesting 
places, fax: 020 7619 7331, email: editor@disabilitynow. org.uk 
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If you would like to learn more 
about BP. please telephone 
our Distribution Services on 
0870 241 3269 for a free copy 
of our audio cassette which 
gives highlights from our 
Annual Report 2001. 


DN rounds up 
news covered 
in the main- 
stream media 
over the last 
few weeks 


Ms B dies 


A quadriplegic woman died 
after winning a High Court 
case in which she had asked 
for the right to have her 
ventilator switched off. 

The Disability Rights 
Commission backed the 
court’s decision to give Ms B 
“the same choice as any 
other person deemed capa- 
ble of giving their consent”. 

It added: “We are natural- 
ly saddened to hear of Ms B’s 
death and reaffirm that many 
severely disabled people live 
rich and fulfilling lives.” 


Prisoner wins 

A prisoner won a High Court 
battle to refuse treatment for 
self-inflicted wounds. 

The man has said he 
wants his injuries to become 
infected and does not want to 
be treated, so that he can die. 

General Medical Council 
guidelines for doctors on 
when they should withhold 
or withdraw treatment 
from a patient were expected 
to be approved as DN went 
to press. 


Guidance confusing 
Nurses told their annual 
congress they were confused 
about when they were 
allowed to hide medication 
in patients’ food and drink. 
The Royal College of 
Nursing said it would seek 
clarification from the 
Nursing and Midwifery 
Council (NMC), which 
issued guidance last year. 
The NMC is to consult 
further on the document. 


Beeb ticked off 

The BBC has been rapped by 
a broadcasting watchdog for 
failing to stop a comedian 
swearing and making offen- 
sive remarks, including a 
comment about a singer with 
a stammer. 

Sacha Baron Cohen, as 
his character Ali G, referred 
to Pop Idol runner-up 
Gareth Gates as “the spasti- 
cated one”. 

The interview took place 
during the Radio One break- 
fast show. The Broadcasting 
Standards Commission 
upheld 13 complaints. 
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News 9 


Britain’s 2004 Paralympic team 
has received a £1.7m cash injec- 
tion to boost medal hopes. 

Britain’s elite athletes man- 
aged second place behind host 
nation Australia at the 2000 
Sydney Paralympics. 

Now, UK Sport will give the 
British Paralympic Association 
the cash injection to see if 
Britain can improve on its 41 


gold, 43 silver and 47 bronze 
medals in 2000. 

The money will pay for 
preparation camps held twice a 
year to allow athletes to train in 
climates similar to that of 
Greece. It will also pay for a 
new, dedicated Paralympic 
medical officer and the posts of 
a new performance director and 
two performance managers, as 


Paralympic cash 


well as a new Sports Science 
and Medicine Panel to develop 
knowledge and best practice. 

Sir Rodney Walker, chairman 
of UK Sport, said: “If Britain is 
to compete in this new profes- 
sional era and improve upon the 
position achieved last time 
around, then we must be pre- 
pared to provide the resources 
to make it happen. “ 


Stamps for champs: Wh 


es SK Fel 


to be featured on a 68p Royal Mail stamp in Jul 
celebrate the inclusion of disabled athletes in Manchester’s Commonwealth Games. 


a 


Housing 
victory 


Local authorities have a duty to 
provide homes for disabled asy- 
lum seekers who are destitute, 
the High Court has ruled. 

The decision, made in April, 
means that disabled asylum 
seekers will be entitled to provi- 
sion over and above what UK 
residents are entitled to. 

Disabled asylum seekers who 
can prove that they are destitute 
would be entitled to residential 
accommodation, even if their 
disability alone would not qual- 
ify them for accommodation. 

The cases were brought by 
three disabled asylum seekers 
against two London councils. 

The National Asylum 
Support Service (NASS) has 
been responsible for housing 
destitute asylum seekers since 
2000, but the Refugee Council 
(RC) says that NASS accommo- 
dation and services do not meet 
disabled asylum seekers’ needs. 

Alison Fenney, head of policy 
at the RC, said: “We have always 
argued that the needs of asylum 
seekers, including those with dis- 
abilities, should be met in exact- 
ly the same way as everyone else. 

“Local authorities are best 
placed to provide specialist and 
appropriate services to people 
with disabilities. The issue is 
that the Home Office is not 
resourcing local authorities to 
provide these services.” 

A spokesman for Enfield, one 
of the councils, said: “We will 
be seeking leave to appeal. We 
do not think Enfield tax payers 
should foot the bill for this.” 

The other council, Lambeth, 
is also considering an appeal. 


SHOES A PROBLEM? 


Then call: 


PFA 


Prescription Footwear Associates Ltd 
Experienced qualified staff who can help solve 


footwear and related footcare problems. 


© Comfort footwear - for all occasions — keep your feet healthy. 

¢ Functionally Correct Fitting - may reduce foot pain associated with a 
number of medical conditions — Bunions arthritis, swelling, fallen arches. 

¢ Sizes, styles, colours — extensive choices to fit all ages and conditions. 

© Pressure mapping equipment — shows area for pressure relief. 


¢ Consultation by appointment - State Registered Othotist. 


Prescription Footwear Associates Ltd, PFA House, Lake Lane, Barnham, 
Bognor Regis PO22 OJB Tel/Fax: 01243 554407. email: pfa.ltd@talk21.com 


website: www.pfa.sageweb.co.uk 


NEW PRODUCTS 


Join us at the 
Mobility Roadshow on the 

20th-22nd June to try out our latest 
editions to the Invacare product range. 


re: 01656 753271 


NEW PRODUCTS 


NEW PRODUCTS 


NEW PRODUCTS 


NEW PRODUCTS 


NEW PRODUCTS 


Strategy for suicide 


The government has laid out 
plans to cut the number of sui- 
cide deaths by one-fifth over 
the next eight years. 

A new consultation docu- 
ment* on its National Strategy 
for Suicide Prevention in 
England includes measures to 
improve research on suicide 
prevention, minimise the risk of 
suicide in hospitals and pris- 
ons, promote mental health 


and improve the media report- 
ing of suicidal behaviour. 

About 5,000 people commit 
suicide every year. It is the most 
common cause of death in men 
under 35. 

The consultation period 
ends on 26 July and the final 
strategy will be published in 
September. 

* www.doh.gov.uk/mentalhealth/ 
index.htm 


REGULATING THE WATER AND SEWERAGE 
INDUSTRY IN ENGLAND AND WALES 


@ Promoting economy and efficiency 


@ Regulating charges 


@ Pressing Companies to improve levels of service 


and customer care 


@ Facilitating competition in the water industry 


@ Comparing the performance of water companies 


@ Representing customers views 


@ Investigating and resolving complaints 


Office of Water Services 


Centre City Tower, 7 Hill Street 


Birmingham B5 4UA 


Telephone 0121 625 1300 
Facsimile 0121 625 1400 
Minicom 0121 625 1422 


Email: enquiries@ofwat.gsi.gov.uk 


Website: http://www.ofwat.gov.uk 


NEW PRODUCTS -NEW PRODUCTS NEW PRODUC rs 


NEW PRODUCTS 


NEW PRODUCTS 


NEW PRODUCTS 
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10 Health news 


Drugs 


Epilepsy drugs taken by women 
during pregnancy can treble the 
chance of their children being 
born with disabilities, accord- 
ing to new research. 

The report, published in the 
Journal of Medical Genetics, 
found there was an urgent need 
to develop safer drugs. 

It followed a survey by 
Epilepsy Action (EA), formerly 
the British Epilepsy Association, 
which found that the health of 
women with epilepsy and their 
unborn children was at risk 
because they were not receiving 
enough information about their 
drugs (DN, May 2002). 

The researchers found one in 
five children born to mothers 
taking anti-epilepsy drugs 


scare 


had withdrawal symptoms. 
Congenital disabilities were 
three times as common among 
children whose mothers had 
taken the drugs. More than five 
times as many children had 
learning disabilities, compared 
with those whose mothers had 
epilepsy but had not taken drugs. 
Philip Lee, chief executive of 
EA, said: “It is essential that 
women with epilepsy seek 
preconception counselling 
before considering pregnancy. 
“This is so they can be sta- 
bilised on an appropriate anti- 
epileptic drug to control 
seizures whilst posing the least 
risk to the unborn child.” 
He said GPs should regularly 
review their treatment. 


HOLIDAYS 
for DISABLED 
PERSONS 


Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed. 
Flights to Cyprus, Tenerife, Malaga, 
Costa Almeria, Majorca, 
Algarve, Malta, Rhodes and Florida. 
Weekend Breaks - Paris, 
Dublin & Amsterdam. 
Holiday homes in France. 


Our brochure with coloured pictures is 
available at www.access-travel.co.uk 


or please apply to: 
Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd, 6 The Hillock, 
Astley, Lancs M29 7GW, tel: 01942 888844. 


Wheelchair Corporation Ltd 
New Cross Street, Wednesbury, West 
Midlands WS10 7ST Tel: 0121 568 7326 


LIFESTAND 


Centre of attention: The Duchess of Gloucester met fundraisers Sharon McKay (left) and Alison 
Saunders (middle), who both have epilepsy, when she opened the National Society for Epilepsy’s new _ 


£2.4 million epilepsy assessment and treatment centre in Buckinghamshire. 


Mastering menopause 


Women with learning disabili- 
ties have little understanding of 
the menopause and the impor- 
tance of trying to keep their 
bones strong, according to new 
research = 

The Foundation for People 
with Learning Disabilities 
(FPLD) says learning disabled 
should be better 
prepared for the menopause. 

It is the first such piece of 
research based on the views 
of women with learning 
disabilities, and was carried out 
by the Tizard) @entrevauche 
University of Kent. 


women 


Researchers talked to 30 
women between the ages of 40 
and 70, GPs, staff and parents. 

It found that most pre- 
menopausal women with 
learning disabilities had no 
idea that their periods would 
eventually stop. 

And menopausal women 
did not understand why their 
periods had stopped or that it 
meant they could no longer 
become pregnant. 

Hazel Morgan, head of the 
FPLD, said: “For most women 
this is a very significant time of 
life and almost all the women in 


AT LAST - AN IN-CAR CHARGER FOR 
YOUR WHEELCHAIR OR SCOOTER 


Thanks to the Auto Charger from Disaware UK! 


Charges your wheelchair or scooter from your car 


Can be fitted to any vehicle 


Small and lightweight 
Easy to use 


Built-in fan 


Prolongs the life of your batteries 


Full one year guarantee 


Only £365 fully fitted by specialists 
All major credit / debit cards accepted 


“Now J have the freedem tea go. anywhere, any time!” 


For further information, contact Disaware UK on: 
Tel: 01323 502383 or Email: disawareuk@hotmail.com 


our survey said they wanted to | 
talk about the menopause with | 


other women at this time.” 


The FPLD says GPs should 
be more responsive to the needs | 


of such women, and female 


staff should encourage them to | 
eat a calcium-rich diet tof 


strengthen their bones. There 


should be good access to health | 
care and accessible information | 


about the menopause. 


* The Menopause and Women | 
with Learning Disabilities is 
available free from FPLD at | 
www.learningdisabilities.org.uk | 


or tel: 020 7802 0302 


Stroke study 


Researchers are to investigate | 


whether the early use of certain 


drugs can cut the risk of | 
osteoporosis and fractures in | 


people who have had strokes. 


The National Osteoporosis | 
is funding | 
research to investigate whether | 


Society (NOS) 


bisphosphonates slow bone loss 
in recovering stroke patients. 


Dr Elizabeth Warburton and | 


Dr Kenneth Poole have already 
reviewed studies which found 
that people who had a stroke 
have more brittle bones and are 
at a higher risk of fractures. 

An NOS spokeswoman said: 


“The NOS welcomes this review _ 


people who have osteoporosis | 


due to secondary causes.” 

Eoin Redahan, director of 
public relations at The Stroke 
Association, said the charity 
knew of the connection between 
osteoporosis and stroke. But he 
said osteoporosis was just one 
of several 


“very much underfunded”. 
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areas of stroke % 
rehabilitation, all of which were | 
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See for free 


Welsh people with hearing 
impairments and prior sight 
problems can now get free eye 
health checks. 

The new tests, launched by 
the Welsh Assembly, will be 
available from participating 
optometrists without the need 
for people to go to their GP first. 

As well as hearing impaired 
people, those with sight in 
only one eye, and those with 

retinitis pigmentosa will be 
targeted. Some people of Asian 
or African origins will also get 
the tests. 

Health Minister Jane Hutt, 
said: “Research shows that cer- 
tain groups of people are more 


Disabled people in Liverpool 
_ are to be given help to get into 
work by a project which they 
could eventually help run. 
iiire scheme has already 
taken on 56 local disabled peo- 
ple. Ten of these are to be given 
training in management, team 
building and finance with the 
aim that they could eventually 
run the scheme set up by 
Liverpool City Council and 
Breakthrough UK. 
The other 46 people will be 


run business. 


likely to develop symptoms of 
cataracts, glaucoma, diabetes 
and other eye-related diseases. 
Other groups of people includ- 
ed in the scheme would find 
loss of sight particularly diffi- 
cult, so special care needs to be 
taken to catch eye disease early. 

“This new scheme will con- 
tribute greatly to significant 
health improvements for the 
people of Wales. ” 

Participating optometrists 
will display a special logo in 
their window and 270 have 
already agreed to take part. 
The tests differ from standard 
eye tests for spectacles as they 
will focus on eye health. 


Career boost in Liverpool 


given support to find work, 
including advice on writing CVs, 
interview skills and support in 
work. 

Lorraine Gradwell, chief 
executive of Breakthrough UK, 
said “Breakthrough is different 
because we practise what we 
preach. That means we know 
best how to support disabled 
people into work because we 
employ disabled people our- 
selves, and we are good at what 
we do.” 


Powerchairs promise you: 
e A caring service from a family 


e Unique price guarantee that you 
can’t buy cheaper anywhere. 
¢ Up to 8mph for road use. 


e Free home assessments. 
e Free 12, months insurance on 


new models. 


e No VAT. 


¢ No driving license required. 
e Low deposit finance available 


on request. 


For further help and advice FREEPHONE 


0800 0746834 


We will be lifted: Emma Sh 


uker, 11, will benefit from a £700,000 Liverpool City Council fund to 


improve access and install lifts in schools. She met council equalities chief Marilyn Fielding. 


Closures hit Scotland 


The Church of Scotland is to 
close eight care facilities look- 
ing after elderly people. 

The church’s Board of Social 
Responsibility said it made the 
decision to close some of its 85 
social care services because of 
underfunding by local authori- 
ties and the government. 

It claimed that over the last 
ten years it had subsidised the 


Freedom, Independ 
and Reliability. 


e We stock machines that carry up 
to 32 stone and can go from 
10-35 miles on one charge 

e Automatic battery charge 


included. 


e All major credit cards accepted. 


We buy second-hand electric 


true cost of care by £21 million. 

Rev Jim Cowie, convener of 
the board, said: “Central and 
local government should be 
utterly ashamed of their finan- 
cial failures in this direction.” 

In 2001, the board’s deficit 
stood at £2.7 million. 

The services to close are five 
residential care homes and 
three day care centres. 


ence 


A spokesperson for the 
Scottish Executive, said: “We 
are obviously disappointed that 
the Church of Scotland have 
decided to close a number of 
care homes.” 

The Executive said that from 
April 2003 it would fully meet 
the cost of fees for residential 
care recommended by a nation- 
al review group. 


wheelchairs and scooters. 


100s of nearly new machines in 


stock at prices to suit all pockets. 


Part exchanges welcome. 


Est 1982 


PowerchairS 


MOBILITY CONSULTANTS 


disabilitynow June 2002 


SS oe tae 


12 Jubilee 


The Queen of hearts 


As the nation celebrates the Golden Jubilee, John Pring takes a look at the Queen's interest in disability issues 


n the 50 years since Queen 

Elizabeth I ascended 

the throne, she has touched 
the lives of thousands of 
disabled people. 

Many of the charities for 
which she acts as patron work 
in the disability field. 

And over the last 50 years, 
the Queen has visited many 
of them to meet and talk to 
disabled people about their 
lives. 

One of her closest 
connections with disabled 
people comes through her links 
with Park House Hotel, a 
luxury respite facility run by 
Leonard Cheshire on the 
Sandringham estate. 

After the Christmas service 
at Sandringham, the Queen 
and other members of the royal 
family always stop outside to 


talk to guests from Park House. 


Richard Duggan, who has 
severe epilepsy and post- 
traumatic stress from an injury 
he received serving with the 
Royal Greenjackets, spoke to 
the Queen last Christmas. 

He remembers waiting 
outside the church with 
his wife Elaine. He was 
wearing a Christmas hat with 
flashing lights on it. 

“As she came down the steps 
she laughed and said: ‘I like 
your hat.’ She gave us such a 
great big smile. I was so taken 


Spx PUERCO  . 


WA 
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NEW PRODUCT LAUNCH! 


Chevron launches an exciting new product. 


Chevron Wheelchairs and Handcycle Products, 18 Summers Road, 


Brunswick Business Park, Liverpool L3 4BL. www.chevronwheelchairs.co.uk 


aback because people think she 
is unapproachable. 

“T said: ‘Your majesty, I like 
your hat as well.’ The press 
photographers caught her 
laughing her head off.” 

In 1985, the Queen visited 
the headquarters of the 
National Society for Epilepsy 
to open the Sarcus Dean unit, 

a supportive housing service. 

Annette Russell, at the time 
the charity’s senior nurse 
manager, says: “I remember her 
gentleness, trying very hard to 
acknowledge everybody.” 

Ali Govani, then one of the 
new residents of the unit, 
remembers the Queen talking 
to him in his bedroom. 

He had recently arrived from 
Uganda. “She spoke to me and 
said how are you and which 
country do you come from. She 
was very jolly and she smiled.” 

The Queen is also patron of 
the Stroke Association. 

In 1999, she visited 
Nottingham City Hospital’s 
stroke unit to help the charity 
celebrate its centenary. 

Eoin Redahan, who helped 
organise the royal visit, said the 
Queen “spent quite a bit of 
time talking to patients about 
the issues and the challenges 
that they faced and the type of 
care they were receiving. 

“They were very impressed 
with her knowledge of the 


‘The Activator’ 


We believe with its unique folding mechanism 
it will make the Activator one of the lightest 
“rigid” foldable chairs in the world. 


Features 

© A compact chair that fits in to the 
smallest of spaces. 

® Unique folding mechanism 

® Custom built to each individuals 
specification. 

@ Lightweight aluminium frame. 

® Quick release wheels. 

@ Adjustable and washable nylon or 
leather upholstery. 


The Activator is easily transportable with its 
folding mechanism and will fit into the boot 
of most small cars. 


Weight (approx.) 22Ibs including wheels. * 
Measurements (folded) are 35cm (h) x 56cm 
(I) x 45cm (W).* 
*Please note weights and dimensions differ 
due to individual specification. 


As well as manufacturing lightweight wheel- 
chairs Chevron also manufacture handcycles, 
trikes and multi-sports chairs. 


For more information or a 
free demonstration please call 


0800 525 877 


issue, but also they felt she was 
very sympathetic about what 
had happened to them.” 

The Queen has been 
patron of the Royal National 
Institute for the Blind (RNIB) 
since 1952. 

In 1955, she visited its 
headquarters and in 1968 
opened a centenary exhibition. 

Four years ago, she attended 
a celebration of Sir Cameron 
Mackintosh’s 30-year career as 
a musical theatre impresario, 
an event that raised more than 
£100,000 for the RNIB. 

Other charities of which the 
Queen is patron include the 
Royal Association for Deaf 
People, the Royal London 
Society for the Blind, 
Moorfields Eye Hospital and 
Cancer Research UK. 

She is also a patron of 
Diabetes UK. Although she 
has never made an official 
visit, she is allowing the charity 
to hold a sponsored walk in the 
grounds of Sandringham on 
19 May as part of its Walk in 
the Park event. 


The Mall, London SW1, will 
be the focus of events, 
including the lighting of the 
national beacon. Beacons will 
then be lit around the country. 
A platform for wheelchair 
users will be set up on the 
north side of The Mall, witha 
dropping off point at the 
western end of Pall Mall. 
Parking should be available 
nearby. Accessible buses will 
be operating on their usual 
routes. There may be some 


Hats off to her: the Queen talks to “Tiny” Morrison in 1985, a 
National Society for Epilepsy resident 


Golden moment: the opening of the Royal London Society for the 
Blind’s Dorton College of Further Education in 1989 


diversions in central London. 
The closest wheelchair- 
accessible tube station to The 
Mall is Westminster. 
e Transport for London’s 
access mobility line, tel: 020 
7941 4600, email: 
access& mobility @tfl.gov.uk 
e Train information, tel: 08457 
484950, text: 0845 605 0600. 
e@ Weekend highlights: 
1 June, 8pm: Buckingham 
Palace Gardens, Prom at the 
Palace. 


3 June, 8pm: Buckingham 
Palace Gardens, Party at the 
Palace. 

3 June, pm: Queen lights 
beacon in The Mall, fireworks. 
4 June, am: Procession from 
Buckingham Palace to St 
Paul’s Cathedral for service. 
4 June, pm: Golden Jubilee 
Festival in The Mall. 

There will be events all over 
the country. For more details, 
visit the website at 
www.goldenjubilee.gov.uk 


Given up work to care for someone? 


Find out how we could help you. 


7 


State pensions for 
Carers and parents 


Your guide 


If you've had to stop work or don’t earn very much because you're caring for someone, new rules could give you extra 
state pension when you retire. But to make sure you don’t miss out, you may have to take action now -no matter how 


far off your retirement is. A free government guide tells you all about the new State Second Pension and what you 


have to do. For a copy, simply call, visit our website or fill in the coupon. 


Your pension. Know your options. 0845 73132 33  wwwoensionguide.gov.uk 


Complete and return to: Pension Guide, Freepost, Bristol BS38 7WA. Textphone users call 0845 604 0210. 
| would like my guide to be in: English O] Welsh 0 Cassette OI or Braille D0. 


Mr/Mrs/Ms Name Address 


DWP Department for 
Work and Pensions Postcode Phone number Date of Birth DNS2 
Please tick here if you do not wish to be contacted in the future O. 
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14 Profile 


When Rose saw re 


She petitioned Tony Blair in March to keep 
her care home open and now Rose Cottle 
is demanding more money for the care of 
elderly people. Rod Hermeston meets her 


here is something about 
care homes. Something 
disconcerting about the 
flowery smell that hits you 
when you go in the door. 
Maybe it just reminds me of 
visits to elderly relatives. Visits I 
no longer have to make. But 
Borehamwood Care Village is 
pleasant enough in its subur- 
ban street of white houses. 
102-year-old resident Rose 
Cottle became the public face 
of the crisis in residential care 
this March, after it emerged 
that the owners had agreed to 
sell the home to property 
developer Bryant Homes. 
Bryant wanted to knock it 


attention and Bryant Homes 
backed out of the deal. 

Rose says: “I don’t think 
anyone now would ever dare 
pull this place down. There 
would be an outcry throughout 
the nation. The newspapers 
would make hay with it.” 

She has taken her new role 
seriously. She had a visit from 
Tory Leader Iain Duncan 
Smith recently. 

She is still kicking herself 
because she feels she did not 
get her message across properly. 
“T felt I didn’t make the most of 
the opportunity. I felt I dried 
up. That’s what happens when 
you are 102.” 


‘| don't think anyone now would ever dare pull this 
place down. There would be an outcry’ 
EP LP Ey PE A I TT IS REO 


down and build flats. Boreham- 


wood has lost £3 million 
over ten years and owners, 
Assured Care Centres, blame 
government underfunding. 
Rose took a petition direct to 
Tony Blair 


the move and calling on the 


protesting at 
government to invest more in 


care for elderly people. 
There was massive media 


But I find her sharp, articu- 
late and ready to laugh at life 
and herself. 

Rose spent 40 “happy” years 
as a teacher in Islington. She 
says: “From the age of 11, it 
was something I wanted to do.” 

She taught children between 
ning wands lle vearsenold 
and was evacuated with 
a class of children to the 


- Camden 


Peter needs a family 


Peter D.O.B. 28.07.99 


Peter is a cheerful child, who loves to play and be 
around people. He gives lots of cuddles. Peter was 
bor prematurely and had under developed lungs and 
had reflux. He has made tremendous progress and 
the doctors are happy with his progress, but 
cannot assess the long term damage to his lungs 
until he is about five years old. He is attending 
Nursery four times a week, which he enjoys. He enjoys drawing and riding 
his bike. His foster carers say he is a pleasure to look after. 


Ethnic/Racial Origins: Nigerian 


Family Needed: An adoptive two parent Nigerian African/Caribbean 
family who can reflect or promote his ethnic and cultural needs. A family 
who are able to accept the uncertainties about his future development. 


Contact: Letterbox contact is envisaged with birth parents. Letterbox 
contact and direct contact is envisaged with his half sibling. 


Allowances: An adoption allowance is payable on the grounds of his 
special health needs. 


Legal Status: Full Care Order 


If you are a suitable family who can meet Peter's needs, please call Rhonda 
Barrow at the Permanent Placement Team, on 020 7974 1306. 
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Only one winner: Rose Cottle enjoys life at Borehamwood Care Village 


country during World War II. 

One of the girls, now in her 
70s, has written to Rose after 
reading about the care home 
problem and is hoping to visit 
her former teacher. 

Rose never married. She first 
entered residential care, a home 
specially for teachers, at the age 
84. But it had to be demolished 
in 1999 because it did not meet 
standards. 

“It was dreadful. Nobody 
had ever thought that place 
would close down. It was a 
lovely home. We couldn’t see 
anything wrong with it.” 

Rose still pays her own fees 


after selling her home to do so. 

“It hurts me every month to 
write a cheque for over £2,000”, 
she says, but adds: “For this lit- 
tle flat, it is not exorbitant.” 

And she acknowledges that 
Borehamwood offers a very 
good service. It supplies both 
sheltered accommodation and 
residential care, so someone 
transferring from the sheltered 
to the residential service does 
not even have to leave their flat. 
It also houses a nursing home, 
which means that residents who 
later need that level of care stay 
on the same site. 

Rose uses the residential 


Children and Families, London Borough of Camden, 
115 Wellesley Road, London NW5 4PA 


Tel: 020 7278 4444 ¢ Direct dial: 020 7974 1306 ¢ Fax: 020 7974 6799 


Michael needs a family. 


Michael D.O.B. 25.10.93 


Michael is a happy and active boy who responds 
well to praise and attention. However, he is 
anxious and has difficulties expressing his feelings 
due to emotional neglect. He has started to have 


some therapy. 


He is very talkative and has a good sense of 
humour. He enjoys playing basketball, tennis and 
enjoys going to swimming, reading books and arts. 


Health: Michael is in good physical health. His father has anxiety and 


depression and has turrets syndrome. 


Parentage: White UK 


Family Needed: An adoptive family that will reflect his background 
and will provide stability and security. Also help him with his 
emotional needs. Michael is looking forward to being in a permanent 


family. 


Contact: To be reviewed with adoptive family as Michael has two siblings 
aged 16 and |7 years who have regular direct contact. 


Legal Status: Full Care Order 


If you are a suitable family who can meet Michael's needs, please contact 
Rhonda Barrow, Permanent Placement Team, on 020 7974 | 306. 


ROD HERMESTON 


EE 


accommodation scheme, where 
meals are provided and help 
with some things, like getting 
out of the bath, is given. 

To find out that her new 
home might close created 
a feeling of “disbelief,” she 
says, so soon after the previous 
upset. 

Bryan Mayson, who chairs 
the STOP campaign which 
fought for the home to stay 
open, says: “To think of knock- 
ing it down was absolutely 
scandalous. We need more 
places like this.” 

Mayson’s mother, Daphne, 
89, also lives in the home. 

The petition handed in at 
Downing Street had over 5,000 
signatures. Rose chuckles as she 
recalls a mass of photographers 
getting soaked in the rain 
as they took her picture. The 
publicity worked. 

Bryant Homes have asked to 
pull out of the deal and the 
home owners have agreed to it. 
There was concern that Bryant 
had not withdrawn the plan- 
ning application as DN went to 
press, but the owners are 
adamant they will only sell the 
home as a going concern. 

The National Care Homes 
Association says 700 homes 
close a year. 

Rose says the government 
and local authorities need to 
put in more money: “You can’t 
expect nursing homes to run at 
a loss. Money has got to be 
made available and taxes have 
got to rise if that is the only 
way of doing it. 

“We were led to believe that 
when the NHS was set up, we 
were going to be looked after.” 

At 102, Rose really should 
not have had to fight to save her 
home, but I leave with the feel- 
ing that there was only ever 
going to be one winner. 


News focus 15 


Real McCoy: Rory McCann (second from right) “fakes it” for The Book Group, while deafblind Graham Hicks (left) is the “genuine” article 


Keeping it real 


It is hard enough for disabled people to make headway in television 
and sports. But it's even tougher when non-disabled people muscle 
in on their turf, says John Pring 


hen Channel Four 
revealed in April that 
a wheelchair-using 


character would feature in its 
new sitcom, The Book Group, 
it seemed like good news. There 
are few enough disabled charac- 
ters on television, after all. 

Unfortunately, although the 
character, Kenny, is disabled, 
the actor who plays the part, 
Rory McCann, is not. 

Channel Four says its usual 
policy is to consider disabled 
actors for every role and to judge 
them “entirely on their acting”. 
But in this case, the part was 
written especially for McCann 


by Annie Griffin. 
There have also been striking 
recent examples of non- 


disabled sportsmen taking part 
in disabled sports. 


Branagh to a non-disabled 
“star”, Helena Bonham-Carter. 

Last 
secured a role as a disabled 
character in the new series of 
the hugely popular BBC sitcom 
The Office. 

So: there has been some 
progress, but it is extremely 
slow and she says she felt 
“gutted” when she heard about 
The Book Group. 

“Until disabled people are an 
equal part of the able-bodied 
community, specifically in tele- 
vision, I strongly believe that 
they should give disabled char- 
acter roles to disabled people. 

“When they don’t, it’s like a 
slap in the face.” 

The actors’ union Equity 
was due to discuss this issue at 
its conference in Glasgow as 


month, Fernandez 


‘Until disabled people are an equal part of the able- 
bodied community, they should give disabled 
character roles to disabled people’ 
La 


When people with disabili- 
ties still find it hard to break 
into the mainstream, is it fair 
for non-disabled people to 
muscle in on the few roles or 
events that are open to them? 

Julie Fernandez, a disability 
consultant and producer/ 
actress, was one of the few 
disabled performers to win a 
major drama role on television 
when she played a wheelchair- 
using character in the BBC 
soap Eldorado. 

But most of her other 
experiences have been intensely 
frustrating. 

Five years ago, she lost out 
on a role as a wheelchair-using 
character opposite Kenneth 


DN went to press. Its members 
with disabilities committee 
wants the conference to per- 
suade companies to audition 
and employ disabled actors to 
play disabled characters. 

Equity spokesman Martin 
Brown says: “We certainly do 
expect companies, if they have 
a role written as disabled, to 
look first at performers with 
disabilities.” 

There are interesting sport- 
ing parallels to The Book 
Group controversy. 

When Alistair Weaver broke 
the blind land speed record in 
Yorkshire in April, he did so by 
driving his Audi S8 at speeds of 
over 140 mph. 


He was guided by a friend in 
a chasing car with a radio link. 

There was only one prob- 
lem. Weaver doesn’t have a 
sight impairment. He simply 
wore a blindfold, a measure 
introduced by Guinness World 
Records (GWR) to “level the 
playing field” between fully 
sighted and visually impaired 
drivers. 

GWR insists all its records 
must be “open to absolutely 
everyone”. 

Weaver’s name will now 
replace that of the previous 
holder, Ken Moss, who really 
was visually impaired. 

Graham “G-Force” Hicks, 
holder of the quadbike world 
speed record, was furious when 
he found out a non visually- 
impaired driver had broken the 
record. 

Hicks is deafblind, but com- 
petes against non-disabled 
sportsmen for his record 
attempts. 

Hicks says GWR shows a 
“worrying lack of disability 
awareness”. 

Weaver had a clear advan- 
tage over visually impaired 
drivers, he says, because of his 
sighted driving experience and 
ability to view the runway 
before he put on the blindfold. 

“Guinness need to decide 
how their pages will be opened 
to blind sports men and women 
on a level playing field,” says 
Hicks. 

GWR doesn’t believe it is 
discriminating against disabled 
people, but says it will now 
change the name to the blind- 
fold land speed record. 

Weaver, meanwhile, says he 
doesn’t want to be thought of 


s “stealing records off non- 
sighted people”, but he still 
believes his record is “fair” and 
that his achievements will help 
o “highlight” the sporting 
talents of disabled people. 

Daniel Sadler is a successful 
athlete 
competes in races in this coun- 
try and in Europe. 

But Sadler is not disabled. 
He started using wheelchairs as 
a teenager, because his dad was 
a wheelchair athlete. 

Sadler, who is banned from 
races which 
International 


wheelchair who 


run under 
Paralympic 
Committee rules, believes it is 
just another sport. 

“At the level I am competing, 
wheelchair racing is an elite 
datena. lisysimilarito any 
sport,” he says. 

Paralympic gold medallist 
Tanni Grey Thompson, who 
has trained with Sadler, says: 


¢ Ultra-slim design 
¢ After sales care 
¢ Rapid installation 
¢ Full guarantee 


0800 834730 


* Next day fitting available 
* Straight or curved stairs 
* Fully guaranteed 
_%* New or Re-conditioned 
* 100% made in Britain 
Rent or buy 


BRITAIN’S ORIGINEAL 


STAIRLIF 


\ Mr Frederick Brooks made his first _ 
\ stairlift in 1973 for his wife Grace, 
, arheumatoid arthritis sufferer. 


¢ Unsurpassed quality 


for your FREE ADVICE PACK call Clare Brooks on a 


‘I don’t have a problem with a 
non-disabled person competing, 
as long as they are quite open 
that they are non-disabled. 

“T think wheelchair racing is 
a really fun sport and should be 
open to everyone.” 

But she admits that the ques- 
tion of allowing non-disabled 
competitors to take part is “not 
black and white”. 

Maurice Bright, chief execu- 
tive of British Blind Sport, says 
it would be “pretty pointless” 
for non visually impaired 
people to take part in blind 
sporting events. 

“There are plenty of opportu- 
nities for able-bodied sports 
people and the funding is far 
greater than anything that might 
come in our direction”, he says. 

Someone who has experience 
of both sport and entertainment 
is Sarah Marl. A wheelchair user 
herself, she works in marketing 
and communications for 
Disability Sport England (DSE), 
and has acting and modelling 
experience. 

She finds it “infuriating” 

when a non-disabled athlete, 
who has many more opportu- 
nities, muscles in on disabled 
events. 
“T think 
there is enough talent out there 
that could get on screen if peo- 
ple bothered to look, but most 
of the casting agencies are prob- 
ably up three flights of stairs.” 

Until these talented disabled 
performers in sport and televi- 


And as for television: 


sion find themselves on a level 


playing field, maybe something 
should be done to keep out 
their non-disabled rivals. 

Tell us what you think. See DN 
address on page 2 
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16 Carer’s voice 


Shaun McCarthy has a very full life — but 
he’s the first to admit he couldn't do it 
without his wife and children 


Robert, 14: 

Our dad was diagnosed with 

multiple sclerosis (MS) in 
1986, before we were born. 

Growing up, we didn’t know 
that dad had MS or what it 
was; it wasn’t until I was about 
six or seven that dad had to go 
into hospital with a relapse. 

When he came out, he had 
problems with his leg and 
walking. We were told that he 
had an illness called MS, which 
meant that the wires going 
from his brain to his body 
didn’t work properly. 

A few years later, dad lost 
his ability to walk and couldn’t 
work for his company 
anymore, so we had to move 
from the house we were living 
in at the time. 

We were quite upset when 
we had to move, but we found 
a house a few miles away in the 
same area and could still go to 
the same school. The house 
was quite a mess at first, but we 
tidied it up and got a stairlift. 

Dad was a wheelchair user 
all the time then, and we had to 
get hand controls for our car so 
he could drive. 


Emily, 14: 

When we go on holidays, 

things can be quite difficult, 
but we always stick together to 
help out dad and have a good 
time. We have to do things like 
push him in his wheelchair to 
help him to get around easier. 

Sometimes it is good that we 
are there to help dad, because 
without our help, he would be 
more tired. The weakness and 
tiredness seems to affect dad 
quite a lot, but he will not give 
up. Even if he is really tired, we 
still go out. 

I know that there is no cure 
for MS, but we are really 
hoping that there will be one 
day. Dad has raised a lot of 
money for MS research and the 
information unit where he 
works often organises 
voluntary events. We have all 
been involved with some of this 
fund-raising. It’s been fun, and 
raises money at the same time. 

I don’t think dad will let MS 
beat him. He has had quite a 
lot of relapses, but he seems to 
deal with them very well and 
works hard to regain some of 
his movements. 


MS First can be contacted at Bristol General Hospital, 


Guinea Street, Bristol BS1 6SY, 


e-mail: shaunmccarthy0O1@aol.com, 
website: www.digitalbristol.org/members/msfirst 


Bibs/Aprons 


guarantee. 


® Innovative range of practical & functional bibs 
® Numerous styles, sizes & levels of absorbency to 
suit both adults and children with special needs 
Easily machine washed and dried e 12 months 


Waterproof Chair/Wheelchair Pads 
® Protects seat by absorbing moistures 
and odours ® Easily machine washed and 
dried, with or without bleach e Available in 
various colours ¢ 12 months guarantee. 


Sheet & Mattress Protection 
e An extensive range of hospital quality 
waterproof bedding e Can be boiled, 
bleached and tumble dried hundreds of 
times @ Many styles of both mattress and 
bed sheet protectors available e 12 months 
guarantee. 


Please contact us for further information 


(01293 ) 775800 


www.specialcareproducts.com sales@specialcareproducts.com 


Products Designed With Care In Mind 


JULIAN JAMES 


Jack, 7: 

My dad is the best dad in the 

world because he still takes 
us to lots of different places and 
we have really good holidays. 
He helps lots of other people 
with MS. I have been on a radio 
programme about MS with 
him and I spoke. Some people 
that I know heard me. 

Dad does work for different 
charities and, last year, one of 
them asked if dad and I would 
be photographed doing 
different things around the 
house and going in our car on 
our way to football. The photos 
were put into the book with a 
story: My Dad’ got MS. It will 
go to people all over the UK. 

I think my dad is special and 
I love him very much. 


All in the family: the McCarthy family at home in Bristol 


Shaun McCarthy (dad) 

My eldest son, Michael has 

also been a great help. He is 
now 16, working, with a busy 
social life. But if I needed his 
help, he would be there. 

I was diagnosed with MS at 
25, after losing the sight in my 
left eye and having balance 
problems. My family helps me 
in many different ways and 
sometimes I would not be able 
to do the things that I do if it 
weren’t for my wife and 
children. I try not to let my 
disability affect their lives too 
much. Sometimes I probably 
try to do too much — my wife 
and family have been trying to 
get me to admit that for years. 

As the children have already 
said, I do voluntary work for 


A Powered 

Indoor - Outdoor 
Wheelchair with an 
ELEVATING SEAT! 


and the 


Tel: 01544 267674 


Mangar Freestyle 


Mangar Fe mryman 


A Powered Indoor - Outdoor Chair 


(now on contract with NHS), Crash tested, ideal for home, study or at work 


Send Free Brochure 
I'd like a Free Demo 


Contact: Mangar International, 
Presteigne, Powys, LD8 2UF. 


Fax: 01544 260287 
email: sales@mangar.co.uk website: www.mangar.co.uk 


2000 


CHOOSE WHICH BEST SUITS YOU 
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several charities, but mainly 
work for an organisation called 
MS First. We raise funds for 
MS research and provide 
information for people with 
MS, their family, carers and 
friends. I have also been trained 
to listen to people who have 
either just been diagnosed, had 
a recent relapse or are maybe 
just feeling down. 

I get a lot of satisfaction from 
what I do. Although I sometimes 
get odd days or even weeks when 
I feel unable to do the voluntary 
work, it is always nice to start it 
again. My wife and I don’t force 
the kids to help: they do it 
because they want to, and am 
so glad I have them. 

Even if you cannot do a 
regular job because of illness or 
disability, try doing something. 
Voluntary work may be an 
option; if not, keep busy with 
some leisure pursuit. 

You can’t control something 
like MS, but you may be able to 
control how it affects your life. 


My Dad's gor MS 


For a free copy of 

My Dad’s got MS by Gary 
Hetherington and Carolyn 
Young, contact the MS 
Trust, Spirella Building, 
Bridge Road, Letchworth 
SG6 4ET, tel: 01462 476700, 
e-mail: info@mstrust.org.uk 


Get involved 
National Carers Week takes 
place 10-16 June. Over 2,000 
events will happen all over 
the country. Contact Paul 
Matz at Carers Week, 20-25 
Glasshouse Yard, London 
ECIA 4JT, tel: 020 7566 
7608, fax: 7490 8824, e-mail: 
mail@carersweek.org 
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Bringing 


A dozen-strong team of swim- 
mers from Special Olympics 
Great Britain returned with a 
haul of 24 medals from the 
European Championships in 
Monaco. 

The team, who all have 
learning disabilities, claimed 
eight golds, nine silvers and 
seven bronze medals over the 
three days, with all 12 winning 
at least one medal. 

Yin’ sYeéhn Cheng, 
Dundee, and Emma Calvert, 
from Northwich, both won 
two golds. Allison Bett, from 
Glenfarg, Richard Perris and 
Georgina Hulme from North- 
wich, and Aden Walker, from 
Warrington, also took golds. 

Last month’s 
ceremony took place in the 
presence of Prince Albert and 
Princess Stephanie of Monaco. 

The tournament featured 
350 athletes, 
and 150 volunteers from 32 
countries. 


from 


opening 


120 coaches 


home gold 


Best shot: Kim Minett (top) throws in the shot competition, while 
competitors in the men’s 100m wait for the starter’s gun (above). 


More than 100 athletes from 
Britain, Ireland, France, 
Denmark and Belgium compet- 
ed in the ninth National Open 
Dwarf Games last month. 

Three restricted growth ath- 
letes with hopes of competing 
in the next Paralympics in 2004 
were among the stars of the 
event in Birmingham. 

The multi-talented Andrew 
Smith, 18, set a new world swim- 
ming record in the 100m butter- 
fly and broke the existing 100m 
individual medley world record. 
He won three other golds in the 
pool and triumphed in the bad- 
minton singles and men’s javelin. 

Jason Irving, 28, won gold in 
power-lifting and discus, and a 
silver in javelin, and 24-year-old 
Kim Minett, the only athlete 
competing who receives 
International Paralympic 
Committee funding, won the 
shot, discus and javelin. 

Other sports included at 
the games were table-tennis, 
football and basketball. 

The games included junior 
categories. Kim Minett said: “It 
gives the youngsters something 
to aim for. It lets them know 
they can compete, that they can 
get somewhere.” 

The National Dwarf Boccia 
Championships will take place 
from 30 August to 1 September 
in Willenhall, West Midlands. 
Anyone of restricted growth 
who wants to take part in these 
or other sports can contact the 
Dwarf Athletic Association of 
the UK, tel: 0121 4545582 or 
visit www.daauk.org 


Introducing the New 


Companion 


@ Compact for transportation by car 


@ Distinctive metallic blue paint finish 


e@ Off vehicle charging lead with 


every scooter 


@ Carries up to 18 stone rider 


free 


Ring us today on 


& ® 
der 


working together 


01536 443888 


FREERIDER (UK) LTD, EARLSTREES COURT, 
EARLSTREES ROAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, CORBY, 
NORTHANTS NN17 4AX. FAX: 01536 443999 


www.freerider.co.uk 


Defending champion Kimberly 
Dell beat her arch-rival 
Janet McMorran to claim her 
third singles title at the 
National Wheelchair Tennis 
Championships. 

Dell won a three-set contest, 
defending the title she 
won last year. It was the 
first time Dell had beaten 
MeMorran in the nationals. 

The two rivals then teamed 
up for the doubles and beat 
Diana Bowles and Kay Forshaw 


Sport 17 


Dwarf games deliver Give ’em hell Dell 


JEAN-MARC TEYCHENNE 


in the final in straight sets. 

In the men’s singles, world 
number eight Jayant Mistry 
won his ninth singles title, beat- 
ing Simon Hatt in straight sets. 

Mistry and Shane Everitt- 
Sharpe took the doubles title, 
beating David Gardner and 
Kevin Plowman in three sets. 

In the quadriplegic event, US 
Open champion Peter Norfolk 
claimed the title, after beating 
Mark Eccleston, world number 
one, also in three sets. 


Winning ways 


Ten Paralympic gold medallists 
were among the 200 competi- 
tors at an athletics meeting in 
London in April. 

Disabled and non-disabled 
athletes competed in the cere- 
bral palsy grand prix, which 
incorporated an open athletics 
meeting and also raised money 
for Cerebral Palsy Sport (CPS). 

Probably the highlight of the 
event, organised by Ealing 
Council’s Active Ealing depart- 
CPS, was the 
world-best of 


ment and 
unofficial 
31.38m, thrown by Paralympics 
gold medallist Stephen Miller 


Blind gold victory 

Susan Loudoun-Reid beat 
86-year-old Tom Mitchell to 
claim the first major event of 
the English Blind Golf 


Association season. 


Off vehicle charger 


in the cp2 club throwing 

Other impressive perfor- 
mances included a winning 
throw of 42.10m in the cp7 
javelin by Kenny Churchill, 
another Paralympic gold 
medallist. 

Shirley Redding won the 
seated discus with 13.22m. 

Several athletes achieved 
qualifying standards for the 
International Paralympic 
Committee world champi- 
onships in France in July. 

And some of the disabled 
sprinters took on non-disabled 


athletes in open track events. 


Loudoun-Reid, from Wirral, 
beat the Gloucester golfer, the 
association’s oldest playing 
member, 4 and 2 in the final of 
the Matchplay Championship 
in April. 

It was Loudoun-Reid’s third 
Matchplay title, after victories 
in 1997 and 1998. 


Fits into 
a small 
car boot 
- pictured 
in a Ford 
Fiesta 
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18 Comment 


CLARE CURTIS 


it hardly surprises me that Shell 


did not comment on its service 
to disabled drivers (DN, April). 
[t is still failing to give any con- 
sideration to disabled people or 
to its obligations under the 
Disability Discrimination Act. 
I recently had the misfortune 
to have a slow puncture and 
pulled into a Shell garage for air. 
I found the new air pressure 
gauge inadequate because it 


Send your letters to the editor 

Mary Wilkinson, Disability Now, 

6 Market Road, London N7 9PW, 
minicom: 020 7619 7332, 

fax: 020 7619 7331, 

e-mail: editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


relied on my being able to hear 
the regular pinging it makes to 
indicate inflation and rapid 
pings for pressure reached. 
The bay provided for 
parking for air and water 
makes side parking impossible 
so when at the rear tyres you 
cannot see the gauge. And 
there is no read-out of pressure 
at the end of the hose 
connected to the tyre. 


l’s service offends customers 


200,000 profoundly deaf 
people in the UK will find this 
equipment impossible to use 
and the one in seven of the 
population who have a hearing 
impairment will find it, at best, 
extremely difficult. Garages do 
not have enough staff to offer 
assistance. 

Denise Canniffe 
Centre for Independent Living 
Hull 


Lifting: it matters to do it and do it well 


Your feature on lifting (DN, 
April) explains why we hear 
from disabled women who are 
housebound because their per- 
sonal assistants are not permit- 
ted to lift them without a hoist 
when out and about. This means 
they cannot make use of away- 
from-home accessible loos. 
One woman reported she 
can only leave home for about 
an hour; another said she visits 
the local university, which has a 
a loo with a hoist, otherwise she 
has no social life beyond home. 


if ba a alaamny 


Families with disabled adults 


or children who need to lie flat 
for their personal care already 


have great difficulty in going out. 


With more elders requiring 24 
hour support, lifting guides and 


quality of life cannot be ignored. 


Diana Twitchin 
Is There An Accessible Loo? 
Middx, tel: 020 8904 8321 


I am not surprised that carers 
sustain back injuries if they 
assist a client as shown in the 
picture. It is reminiscent of the 


éDondomat Enermise Pank-CarOWéh Road, 
Dundonald, Belfast BT16 107, 
T: 026 9033 9000; F a 9093 9016 
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unsafe drag technique where 
the client is lifted under the 
armpits and supported by the 
crook of the carer’s elbow. This 
is dangerous for the carer as the 
spine is rotated and flexed, and 
very uncomfortable for the 
client. It does not promote 
independence. The carers should 
be facing in the same direction 
as the client allowing him to 
assist with a palm-to-palm hold. 
Catherine Hood, MCSP 
Drummonds, 

Colchester, Essex 


Don’t underestimate us 


Glynn Vernon’s article “A change of Scope” (DN May) is a 
good reminder of exactly how far Scope has come in its first 50 
years. Thankfully, it would now be incredible to imagine any 
careers advisor suggesting residential care as the best option for 
a disabled person. Scope’s work in effecting this change in 
expectation, of both disabled and non-disabled people, should 


not be underestimated. 


That said, employment opportunities for disabled people are 
still not what they should be. Disabled people don’t occupy 
enough senior roles and it will take more time to overcome this 
barrier. Schemes such as Scope’s Fast Track programme are 
important in enabling talented disabled people to establish 


viable careers. 


In the meantime, Scope’s job of running services and 
campaigns that benefit thousands remains. Disabled people 
have been part of the charity’s executive council since 1952 and 
are now a majority there. They steer Scope and set the agenda 


delivered by staff. 


Glynn doesn’t say what “hard decisions” he thinks are 
needed. However, all major decisions, as with the recent Vision 
consultation with members and service users, will be firmly 
rooted in what they tell us about their lives and needs. This 
commitment was demonstrated in 2001 when plans to change 
fieldwork teams were altered because of the concerns of 


members and service users. 


The Spastics Society was founded by parents and the 
decision to move away from the paternalistic model was a 
conscious and right one. The more disabled people get 
constructively involved, the more effective that transition will 


prove to be. 
Gerald McCarthy 
Chairman, Scope 


Hidden disabilities don’t show 


Q: When is a disability not a 
disability? A: When there are 
no visible signs. 

That is Ewan Marshall’s 
opinion, judging from his 
observation that disabled 
performers were “only included 
in minor roles” in Chicken 
Shed Theatre’s production of 
Romeo and Juliet (DN, April). 


..with a 


ol LEVO’ 
stand-up 
wheelchair 


The social and practical benefits 
of being able to stand up at will 
are many and varied. 


There are medical benefits too. 
Standing up can alleviate pressure, 
improve bladder and bowel 
function, enhance respiration, 
reduce muscle atrophy, relieve 
abdominal and back pain. 


And it is a lot cheaper to buy 
a stand-up wheelchair than 
refit a kitchen, let alone the 

house or workplace! 


Levo stand-up wheelchairs are 
portable, plain or brightly 
coloured and are available in 
a variety of powered and 
non-powered configurations. 


Call now for a FREE 
information pack or to 
arrange a demonstration 


0800 220 975 


My autisic son would be 
indignant and hurt to know 
that, as a key member of the 
band, he was regarded as 
“peripheral”. Members with 
autism, deafness, epilepsy and 
cystic fibrosis share equally 
with their able-bodied 
counterparts in the production. 
Maureen Spurgeon, Enfield 


by Dan Batten 


Not n-ice 

Pop Idol runner- 
up Gareth Gates, 
who has a stam- 
mer, has once 
again fallen foul of mindless 
tabloid journalists. Ina News 
of the World feature about his 
latest video in Venice, Gareth is 
pictured eating an ice cream. 
Cue the “hysterical” headline: 
“Just One C-c-cornetto”. NotW, 
I know you’re a downmarket 
rag, but it’s just not on. 


Doggone it, not again 

After asking Aborigines if they 
still threw spears earlier this 
year, gaffmeister extraordinaire 
Prince Philip has struck gold 
again. Chatting to a guide dog 
user, he said: “Do you know 
they now have eating dogs for 
the anorexic?” Joke? Oh dear. 


PS The Teacher Training Agency’s 
teaching information line has a 
minicom service: 01245 454343. 
They just told us wrong. 


DN on the road 
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Vintage vroom 


Mike Rogers revs up in the stylish Chrysler PT Cruiser 


Retro racer: Drivers who thought they could overtake Mike Rogers easily were disappointed. 


@ ooking for a car that’s 
| different? Don’t miss 
wees Chrysler’s PT Cruiser, 
which came onto the 
Motability scheme just a 
month ago. This is a retro- 
styled hatchback — even if 
hatchback designs didn’t 
exist in the fifties. 

The original concept copied 
the classic American Hot Rod, 
but was calmed down in the 
final design. Producing the 
Cruiser must have been a risky 
undertaking for Chrysler, but 


ffartliacely a 
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it worked — in the States they 
can’t be turned out fast 
enough. And we are beginning 
to see plenty of them here. 

The styling one either likes 
or loathes. Having tested the 
Cruiser, I’ve come down on the 
like side. It represents a general- 
purpose, lively and distinctive 
car, to which changes can be 
made, especially at the back, 
according to the needs of a 
particular day. 

It comes with a choice of 
engine, either a 2-litre, 16-valve 
petrol or a 2.3 turbo-charged 
diesel. Prices vary from £15,000 


to nearly £19,000. Motability 
lists five variants of the petrol 
version, with advance payments 
from about £4,500 to £5,000, 
two of which come with 
automatic transmission. The 
diesel models are manual only. 

So what is it about the 
Chrysler PT that will attract 
disabled drivers? There are 
several plus points, and only a 
few minuses. 

The pluses include above 
average headroom that makes 
it easier to get into and drive 


without bending your head. 
A good-sized boot at the rear 
can accept at least a couple of 
upright folded wheelchairs. 
Flat-floor loading and no rear 
sill helps with heaving out the 
week’s shopping. 

The rear furnishings are 
highly adaptable. On opening 
up the big yet lightweight rear 
door, you find a useful, sturdy 
shelf which can be set at two 
levels. In the lower position, a 
strut can be dropped like a 
single central leg to increase its 


weight-bearing. The shelf can be 


removed altogether, and the rear 


seats folded forward or taken 
out to reveal carrying space of 
estate car proportions. 

There are a few minus 
points. The comfortable 
seats could be more adjustable, 
mainly on seat angling. I was 
not alone in finding that, when 
the seat is set to reach the 
pedals, the steering wheel was 
rather close to my chest, 
despite rake adjustments on 
the steering column. It’s not 
impossible to get things right, 
though I was left with a sit-up- 
and-beg driving style. Mind 
you, as I get older, I like to sit 
up to the wheel and other 
disabled drivers do too. 

The instrument panel and 
passenger glove pocket are 
picked out in the colour of the 
car against the more standard 
light-grey furnishings, in this 
case “inferno red tinted 
pearlcoat”. Well, why not? 
This isn’t a car aimed to fade 
into the background. 

The dials are deep-set into 
the panels, making them a little 
tricky to read in bright sunlight, 
although white dial backgrounds 
help. Another unexpected 
feature is the car aerial, which 
sticks up out of the nearside 
wing, retro style. With the PT 
having electric windows, remote 
locking, etc, I would have 


you 


expected a powered aerial. It 
would have helped if it had been 
mounted on the offside wing too. 

The PT comes into its own on 
the road. It’s a delight to drive, 
and “cruiser” is the right name 
for it, effortlessly eating up the 
miles with either engine. The 
2-litre petrol engine comes from 
the Chrysler Neon saloon and 
the turbo diesel is used on 
Mercedes C-Class saloons. 

Either engine ensures 
comfortable cruising, with 
cruise control if you want it, 
and the ride is excellent with 
stable cornering despite the 
car’s height. Even with a kerb 
weight of one-and-a-half 
tonnes, the petrol version gives 
a combined figure of nearly 34 
mpg, 29mpg with automatic 
transmission. The advanced 
turbo diesel manual gives a 
remarkable 41-mpg combined. 

The retro look encouraged 
some drivers to want to pass 
me at all costs, but, especially 
when I was in the turbo diesel, 
they didn’t try twice. 

So here is a fun but practical 
car for the disabled motorist. 
Go and try it yourself. 
Chrysler tel: 0800 616159 
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Road test 
The Chrysler PT Cruiser 


Minister's message 
Blue badge review 


Mobility Readehow preview 
The one you musn >t miss 


News 


Cost of motorifig 
Must low credit rating 
mean limited choice? ? 


Getting started 
Mobility centres in the UK 


Motability 


A scheme in turmoil 


Technical developments 
Cutting edge stuff 


Me and my car 
How disabled drivers and 
their families got on the 
road 


Motoring abroad 
The open road anda 
motorhome 


Information 


Special offers 


Freedom and 


Mobility with ELAP 


MAKES ENTERING AND LEAV 
YOUR CAR EASY! 


Now there’s no need to @ Simply replaces your 
dread that car journey. original car seat 

Let ELAP transform 
our life by providing 


@ Specifically designed 
for 2 or 4 door 
vehicles 

@ Easy to install 


“rotating @ Original seat may be 
mises. refitted when required 


A range of easy to use, ns | 
innovative hand \¥ | 


controls by Gifiaosimpinx 
- that make driving “tae 


Vacuum and 
electronic 
automatic 

clutch systems 
available to 
convert 


4 manual gear 
sat inmeta 


Electronic Ring a Under Mechanical Push semi- 
Wheel Accelerator Ring automatic 


Replaces existing @ Simple radial action 
steering wheel incorporating brake 

Mi Airbag removed lever 

@ Conventional 
driving option 


@ Fitted under 
steering wheel 

@ Retains air bag 

@ Conventional 
driving option 


Fitted over 
steering wheel 

@ Retains air bag 

@ Conventional 
driving option 


For your nearest fitter contact 
ELAP encineerING LIMITED - DEPT DN 


Fort St., Accrington, Lancs BB5 1QG. Tel: 01254 871599 ( ELAP ) 


Fax: 01254 389992. E-mail: mail@elap.co.uk Web: www.elap.co.uk 


TEL: 01254 871599 FOR MORE INFORMATION 
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One year on, Keeble 


keeps things moving 


Transport Minister Sally Keeble explains where the review of its 
Blue Badge scheme has got to 


ne of my first duties 

when I took over as the 

Minister responsible 
for mobility last year was to 
visit the 2001 Mobility Road- 
show. I was very impressed with 
the range and quality of the 
vehicles and other mobility 
products on show. I send my 
best wishes to this year’s show. 

Naturally, a key area of 

interest for DN readers is the 
review of the Blue Badge 
scheme. We are nearing the 


fact that this has been a long 
process. This is an important 
scheme and it is vital that we 
understand every issue and 
hear opinions from those 
directly affected by its future. 
There is no point in making 
rushed decisions about issues 
that will result in changes in law 
and in practice. We want to be 
sure that the changes that are 
introduced as a result of this 
review are the right ones — not 
just for now but for the future. 


‘We want to be sure that the changes that are 
introduced as a result of this review are the right 
ones — not just for now but for the future’ 
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end of a very full and thorough 
process of consultation, which 
has covered every aspect of the 
scheme, including eligibility, 
administration and 
enforcement. 

I make no apology for the 


There have been many 
responses to the consultation 
from all the key stakeholders in 
the scheme. Besides disabled 
people and disability 
organisations, we have 
consulted local authorities, 


the medical profession and the 
enforcement authorities. 

As you would expect, a 
high proportion (30 per cent) 
of the responses came from 
disability groups — large and 
small — all over the UK, as well 
as from disabled individuals 
(18.5 per cent). 

We have asked our statutory 
advisers on disability, the 
Disabled Persons Transport 
Advisory Committee (DPTAC), 
to work with our consultants 
to consider every view that has 
been expressed and to make 
recommendations to Ministers 
on the best way forward. 

While it is unlikely that there 
will be total agreement on 
every issue, I am confident that 
DPTAC will be able to draw 
out a consensus on key areas 
of concern. The government is 
committed to making the 
scheme as effective as possible 
for those who need it. 
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Yes, minister: Sally Keeble wishes the Mobility Roadshow success 


In May we receive DPTAC’s 
recommendations and will be 
looking very carefully at what 
needs to be done — whether it’s 
changing laws or changing 
procedures to produce the best 
possible scheme for the future. 

Finally, and on a related 
topic, I am also in touch with 
Baywatch, a coalition of 
disability organisations in 


which DN plays a leading role. 
The Baywatch campaign 
encourages greater protection 
of disabled parking bays in 
supermarket car parks from 
abuse by non-disabled drivers. 
Thad a meeting with repre- 
sentatives from the main 
partners of the campaign in 
April and I have offered my full 
support to this useful initiative. 


Creating new horizons with Invatravel 


ACCREDITED 


As a long established company, 
Invatravel provide factory built 
people carriers, specially for the 
needs of those with disabilities. 


Caravelle 

e Various access options available 

e Rear or side, ramp or lift 

e Options include disabled driver independence 
e Prices from £18,000 ranging to £35,000 


Hi-Liner 

e Caters for the taller wheelchair user 

e 58” access through the door and internal 
height by a lowered floor section 

e Low (12 degrees) angle ramp 

e When stationary the roof can be elevated 
to give approx 8 foot internal height 
making transfers a lot easier 

e Prices from £16,950 (2.5TDI) 

e We also offer a standard roof Volkswagen 
Transporter with ramp access, prices from 
£14,950 (2.571DI) 


Caddy Kombi 


e Lowered floor for rear access 
with low angle ramp 

e Seating for four plus wheelchair 

e Prices from £13,295 (S model), 
£14,490 (SE model) 


See us at Donnington June 20-22” 
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INVATRAVEL 
CONVERSIONS -E9D 
Established 1983 


97 Lytham Road, 
Southport, 
Merseyside PR9 9UG 


Telephone: 01704 506608 
Fax: 01704 506607 
E-mail: sales@invatravel.com 
www.invatravel.com 


www.scoot.co.uk/ 
invatravel_conversions 


Caddy now on 
contract hire scheme 


S/Motability 


ACCREPLTEP 


Commercial 
Vehicles 


Recognised Convertor 


On the road 


It’s that time of year 


June and the Mobility Roadshow go 
together. DN’s motoring correspondent, 
Douglas Campbell, gives you a taste of a 
show that’s not to be missed 


™ or disabled and older 
™ people, their carers and 
| = families, Mobility 
Roadshow 2002 is the single 
most useful event to attend 
this year. 

Changes to layout from the 
2000 Mobility Roadshow mean 
that all parking at Donington 
Park is now on tarmac and all 
exhibits are in the paddock 


area, rather than spread across 
the site. 

Bring the whole family and 
make a day out of it. Remember 
to grab a show guide as soon as 
you arrive so you have a map 
and don’t miss anything you 
particularly want to see. 

Visitors have the opportunity 
to test drive around 100 vehicles 
from all the major motor 
manufacturers on the Grand 
Prix circuit, fitted with a variety 
of adaptations. There will also 


be around 200 exhibitors 
offering advice and information 
on the latest mobility products 
and services. 

Come along to the 
enormous indoor exhibition 
area and meet Disability Now 
on stand A13, the Disabled 
Drivers’ Association on stand 
F3 and the Disabled Drivers’ 
Motor Club on stand C10. 
Remember to bring your 
driving licence if you or your 
carer want to test-drive a 
vehicle at Test Drive Control, 
next to stand F12. 

Mercedes Benz will be 
exhibiting for the first time on 
stand D33. The new Vauxhall 
Vectra will appear on Vauxhall 
Mobility’s stand, TS1, just days 
after going on sale in the UK. 
And Volkswagen, at TS8, will 
have its new Polo, which was 
launched in February. 


Ride on the wild side: Disabled driver Andrew Scudamore 


Gowrings Mobility is 
providing a shuttle service for 
those who need a lift from the 
car park. Shuttle users and 
visitors to their stands (33 to 
38 and F4) will be able to enter 
a competition to win a weekend 
away with the use of a 
Gowrings Chairman. 


e This year’s Mobility Roadshow is at Donington e A free, accessible shuttle bus service will 


Park, between Derby and Nottingham. 
Thursday 20 June to Saturday 22 June. 


10.00am to 6.00pm each day. 


ride away. 


operate every day from Derby railway station. 
East Midlands airport is a seven minute taxi 


e From the M1 motorway, use junction 23A e Parking and admission are free and you do 


from the south or junction 24 from the north. 
From the north-west, follow the ASO to the M1. 
From Birmingham and the south-west, follow 


not need a ticket. Wheelchair loans can be 
pre-arranged by telephoning Keep Able on 
01384 48 45 44. 


the M42/A42. Then follow the signs to e Full Roadshow details, tel: 0870 770 3222, 
website: wwww.justmobility.co.uk/roadshow 


Donington Park. 


w ersion 
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New this year is the Mega 
Motors event on Thursday, 
21 June. These are fast cars 
with a difference — they are all 
owned and driven by disabled 
drivers. The line-up is set to 
include a cross section of 
seriously fast vehicles. You can 
see a IT VR Griffith 4.3 BV, a 
classic Jaguar E-type Roadster 
1970, a Grinnall Scorpion, a 
Porsche 911 (966) Targa 2002, 
a spaced-framed Nissan Micra 
Hot Rod racing car, a BMW 
330Ci Sport, a Porsche Boxster 
Triptronic, a Fiat 131 Super 
Mirafiori, an Alfa Romeo 
GTV6 3 litre classic coupe and 
a RUF Porsche 993 BTR, which 
boasts a top speed of 202 mph. 

It is not all cars. There will 
be wheelchair and conversion 
firms, not to mention many 
information services, 
government departments 


and even ASDA. 


For visitors looking to 
upgrade their wheelchair or 
scooter, there is an indoor test 
track where you can “try before 
you buy”. 

There will be skid cars and 
go-carts, courtesy of Ford, and 
4x4 driving sponsored by 
Nissan. There will also be 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES 
AND USED 


> 


ag call O23 9275 6265 aout 


NEW 
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(above), 43, will be at the Mega Motors event 
in his Grinnall Scorpion. The Vauxhall Vectra (below, left) will make its debut on the Vauxhall Mobility 
stand. And Douglas Campbell (below, right) will be checking what’s new for DN’s review in August. 


competitions for the fastest 


lap of each day on the Toyota 
Formula One computer 
simulator. 

There are clowns and face 
painters, a creche for the little 
ones, a wheelchair-accessible 
Fun Bus and Ford’s radio- 
controlled rally cars to keep 
younger visitors entertained. 

There is plenty of cover from 
the sun (or rain) in the 
exhibition halls, where many 
of the stands are located. Bring 
your own picnic, or use the 
wide choice of catering outlets. 


You will also find plenty of 
temporary accessible toilets, 
including some brand-new ones 
designed to the latest standards 
for the Roadshow. 

Whatever you do, do not 
miss the Mobility Roadshow. 

If you do, it is twelve whole 
months until the next one. 
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A leading disabled motoring 
campaigner refused to pay 
for his petrol at two filling 
stations, after he claimed staff 
had discriminated against him. 

Douglas 
Campbell 
(right), chief 
executive of 
the Disabled 
Ditawiemrs 
Association, s 
needs help to fill up his car. 

But during a business trip 
last month, staff at two motor- 
way service areas failed to 
respond for at least ten minutes 
to his requests for help. 

Both stations have installed 
service call systems, which 


Charity reaps 
benefits of 


Rock solid: Ford chairman Roger Putnam and MAGIC general 
manager Julie Mooney celebrate the service’s 200,000th customer. 


MAGIC milestone 


allow disabled drivers to alert 
staff that they need assistance. 

The first incident was at 
the M1 motorway’s Leicester 
Forest Welcome Break services; 
the second was at Moto 
services at Donington Park, 
also on the M1. 

On both occasions, 
Campbell told staff to subtract 
the cost of the petrol from the 
compensation he claimed he 
could win if he took a case 
against them under the 
Disability Discrimination Act 
(DDA). He then drove off 
without paying. 

Campbellisaid:. “iheyrare 
making it very difficult 
for me to do part of the 


Ae Bs 


4 ce 


Doug’s fuel fury 


job I am paid to do.” 

The Disability 
Commission said he had a 
potential claim under the DDA. 

Both companies have written 
off the cost of the petrol, but 
said they could not guarantee 
doing so again. 

A Welcome Break spokes- 
man said he did not condone 
Campbell’s actions, but he was 
“absolutely right to be upset 
with the service he received”. 

A Moto spokesman apolo- 


gised for the delay and said | 


staff had been busy. 


a 


SSS 


Rights | 


But he said Moto had invest- | 


ed “a considerable amount” 
installing the service call system 
and training staff at its 47 sites. 


Variety Club, the greatest 
children’s charity in the world, 
welcomes applications to its 


Easy Riders Scheme, for 


An information service for 
disabled and older drivers is 
celebrating after passing a 
major milestone. 

Ford’s MAGIC (Mobility 
General Information 
Centre) service has now helped 
200,000 people. 

MAGIC 
motoring and mobility infor- 


and 


provides free 


mation to people in the UK, 


including help on subjects such 
as the Motability scheme, 
disability benefits, and mobility 
assessment and vehicle adapta- 
tion centres. 

Call MAGIC free on 0800 
240241 or minicom 0800 169 
3049 between 8am and 8pm, 
Monday to Friday, and from 
9am to 4pm on Saturdays, or 


email: help@fordmagic.co.uk 


M Coachwork Ltd 


FREEDOM 


COMFORT 
AFFORDABILITY 


INDEPENDENCE __ 4 


= , 2 assistance with funding for 

a x mobility aids, such as 

Xmas appeal & Nes wheelchairs, buggies and 
‘a a trikes, on behalf of children | 


Motability’s Christmas appeal 
raised £65,000 for the charity’s 
grants programme. 

The mailing costs of the 
appeal were covered by Ford 
MAGIC, which also paid for 
prizes, including a first prize of 
£10,000. 

Donations were two-thirds 
higher than the Christmas 2000 
appeal. 


Wheelchairs for kidS 
icles financially disadvantaged 
background. 


To apply please contact the Wheelchair Co-ordinator at: 
Variety Club, 93 Bayham Street, London NW1 OAG. 
Telephone 020 7428 8100. Fax 020 7428 8111. 

E-mail: wheelchairs@varietyclub.org.uk 


ariety Club 


The Greatest Children's Charity in the World 


6 CHARTWELL °° 


INSURANCE 
DISABLED DRIVERS’ 
MOTOR CLUB 


with special needs under | 
19 years of age, froma | 


A partnership for the best rates & policies 


T MONTANA 


| 2.0 JTD turbo diesel, 4 seats 


FIAT ASPEN 


Choice of petrol, diesel or 


QUALITY MOTOR INSURANCE & LEGAL PROTECTION 


' and wheelchair access, full J turbo diesel, low fl 

v ) ust som urbo diesel, low floor 5 et 

: low floor conversion, bh aR x r f : ‘ conversion, lightweight Adapted Vehicle Specialist 
lightweight ramp, power enerits oF a venicie trom ramp, 4 doors plus tailgate, Optional RAC Cover @ £49 
steering, air conditioning, GM Coachworks Ltd. power steering, twin airbags. 


TRAVEL - Best Rates for Disabled People 
WHEELCHAIR OR POWERCHAIR/SCOOTER (incl.breakdown) 
HOUSEHOLD - Buildings & Contents 
COMMERCIAL INSURANCE (incl. Home-working) 


FREEPHONE 0800 652 4652 


MEMBER 


59" passenger headroom. 


ATR RRC 


THE SOUTH WEST’S BEST COLLECTION OF QUALITY USED CARS 


A selection of nearly new Renault Kangoo’s, low floor wheelchair 
conversions from £9995.00 


Peugeot Expert low floor Montana conversion, metallic silver, 31,000 
miles, R reg, air con. 2 rear saloon seats. £9,995.00 


Nissan Cargo. 2.3 litre diesel, Powersteering, 18,000 miles, white, Ricon 
electric wheelchair lift at rear, 2 rear seats. £11,250.00 


Stock changing weekly please phone for details. 


Ring 01626 853050 


GiM Coachwork Ltd, Teign Valley Trusham, Newton Abbot Devon TQ13 ONX 
For more information visit our website www.gmcoachwork.co.uk 


aepadeii 


canal rn 
Visa/Mastercard/Switch/Instalments/Direct Debit 
Chartwell House 292/294 Hale Lane, Edgware, Middx, HAS 8NP 
web: www.insureable.com ¢ email: info@chartwellinsurance.co.uk 
ESTABLISHED OVER 35 YEARS 


COACHWORK 


SPECIALIST VEHICLES 
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Star car: (left to right) Gary 
Newton, managing director of 
Gowrings Mobility, Linda Ling, 
the company’s sales and market- 
ing director, and Dave Counsell, 
fleet manager, joined with Terry 
Froud, group managing director 
of Renault, Newbury, to 
celebrate Gowrings’ 1,000th 
Renault Kangoo conversion. 


Stroke test 
could be 
‘big step’ 


Researchers are evaluating a 
test that could make it easier 
for people recovering from 
strokes to start driving again. 
The government has com- 
missioned the Transport 
Research Laboratory (TRL) to 
assess the reliability of the test. 
The Stroke Drivers’ Screening 
Assessment (SDSA) was 
developed by Nottingham 
University’s stroke rehabilitation 
unit and aims to predict if some- 


one can safely resume driving. 

There. is currently no 
standard method of assessment 
to help GPs decide whether a 
patient is fit to drive. 

Researchers from TRL will 
investigate the use of the SDSA 
across the UK and find out 
how well it identifies those 
who will pass and fail an on- 
road test. 

Eoin Redahan, public rela- 
tions manager for the Stroke 
Association, said: “Driving 
again after suffering a stroke is 
important for some people. It 
can be a big step in helping 
them on the road to recovery. 

“Not only does it give them 
back their confidence but it 
boosts their self-esteem. If the 
SDSA works and it unifies the 
whole process, this can only be 
a good thing 

“Tt will also give patients a 
clear idea of what is expected 
of them, if they are to be fit 
enough to drive again.’ 

The Stroke Association’s leaflet 
on driving and stroke is avail- 
able free, tel: O845 303 3100. 
People who assess drivers 
using the SDSA_ method 
can contact researcher Sam 
Keating, tel: 01344 77066S, 
email: skeating@trl.co.uk 


gowrings 
‘mobility 


a whole world of 
Possibilities 


One of the country’s first 
mobility centres is celebrating 
its 21st birthday. 

The Queen Elizabeth’s 
Foundation Mobility Centre 
(QEFMC) in Carshalton, 
Surrey, has assessed over 17,000 
people since it opened in 1981. 

When it was launched, the 
government said it believed 
there would only be about 50 


CREATEUR D'AUTOMOBILES 


All the Va Va Voom 
you could want — 
from just £39. 30" per week. 


= i New 


sat Cust omer Car 
anti-corrosion warranty; 3 year f 


year, 60,000 mile warranty (a1 
oie details “Higher rate mobility compone 


On the road 


Centre marks 21 years 


disabled people in the country 
interested in learning how 
to drive and become indepen- 
dently mobile. 

Sascha von Lieven-Knapp, 
director of the centre, said: 
“Attitudes have changed, 
society has changed and 
technology has changed and we 
are now assessing over 1,000 
clients a year.” 


QEFMC is holding a party 
on 4 July to thank all those 
who have helped and benefited 
from its work. 

Among the guests will be 
representatives of Ford, which 
has sponsored the mobility 
centre for the last 20 years. 
There will be an assault course, 
and some former clients will 
display their cars. 


RENAULT Clio 


If you're looking for a car that gives you that 


bit extra, the New Renault Clio now comes — 


with extra Va Va Voom. Innovative new styling : 


inside and out.The widest Suk of ermine of: 


51 


bap it! 
Oghkm 
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Let us make a fair choice 


If you have a low credit rating, Motability is your main chance of buying a car. And if you’re on a low income, 
second-hand is your best bet. So why does Motability make used cars so expensive, asks Ed Passant 


t’s a pretty good feeling 

getting a brand new car, 

but, for most of us, it’s a 
tricky decision. Does it make 
sense to shell out on enormous 
depreciation over the first few 
years? Wouldn’t a well 
looked after second-hand 
vehicle be better? 

Cars are much more reliable 
these days. You’re not 
necessarily purchasing a load of 
heartache with a used vehicle. 

Everyone knows there are 
pros and cons with car 
purchase. Sifting through what 
you really need is pretty 
complex — not to mention the 
images of freedom that are 
thrust upon us in TV and 


q 


~~ 
‘ ~~ 
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SAM GILLESPIE yf if 


exercise the same sort of choices 
and risks that are available to 
other motorists? Doesn’t 
Motability offer the option of 
hire purchase (HP) on second- 
hand vehicles? The answer is yes 


— but at staggeringly high prices. 
An investigation by the 
Disabled Drivers’ Motor Club 


‘The first rule is that you don’t run a brand new car 
if you're hard up. Strange, then, that the bulk of the 
Motability scheme is designed to channel you in 


precisely this direction’ 


newspaper adverts. Those ads 
are seductive, but pause for a 
moment. Do you normally get 
to work via the tyre-squealing 
hairpins of the Alps? Have you 
ever parked on a large rock 
jutting into the sea from which 
there is no apparent escape — or 
does the local disabled parking 
feel like that anyway? 

If, for you, there are also 
issues such as access or 
adaptations, your checklist may 
be pretty lengthy and feel 
entirely individual. In addition, 
you quickly get used to the fact 
that the model you really want 
does not come in automatic, 
for no apparent reason other 
than the ignorance and 
stupidity of the motor industry. 

Yet in this maze there are 
some basic rules that most 
people apply. The first and 
most obvious is that you don’t 
run a brand new car if you’re 
hard up. 

Strange, then, that the bulk 
of the Motability scheme is 
designed to channel you in 
precisely this direction. You 
exchange your higher rate 
mobility component (and 
possibly a considerable initial 
payment) for a vista of hassle- 
free motoring in a gleaming 
contract hire vehicle that is 
yours for the next three years of 
high depreciation. Everything is 
taken care of; you only need to 
find the money for fuel and 
cope with the odd argument 
over “fair wear and tear” and 
insurance excesses. 

But what if you want to 


magazine Disabled Motorist in 
February revealed alarming 
interest rates of between 24 per 
cent APR and 32 per cent APR 
on a two-year-old vehicle, and 
between 19 per cent APR and 
25 per cent APR on a three- 
year-old model. In short, you’d 
be better off buying a car using 
your standard credit card than 


using this Motability product. 
OK then, accept that 

Motability is the biz on 

contract hire but use other 


finance if you want to purchase. 


Here’s the rub — Motability 
has a unique and privileged 
position in the market. They 
can get your mobility 
component of Disability Living 
Allowance or War Pensioners’ 
Mobility Supplement paid 
directly to them by the Benefits 
Agency. MEL, who administer 
the scheme on Motability’s 
behalf, don’t have to worry 
about your credit rating — the 
money’s guaranteed to hit their 
bank. If you are on a low 
income and cannot get 
credit, Motability is the only 
deal in town. 


Admittedly, HP is only a tiny 


part of Motability’s work and 
internal surveys show a 


phenomenally high level of user 


satisfaction. 


On contract hire, Motability 


is in a position to offer an 


incredibly good deal, roughly a 


third cheaper than other 
commercial options, so it isn’t 
surprising that satisfaction 
ratings are so high. 

But surely it’s time for 
Motability and MEL to offer 
good-value products across a 
whole range of options? New 


Disability 


Awareness 


Day 2002 


(An Independent living exhibition with a difference) 


Sunday 14th July 


Walton Hall Gardens, Warrington (off A56) 


A huge tented village will house over 250 exhibitors 


with information about support groups and services, 
equipment, transport, holidays, employment and much 
more. Supported by an extravaganza of Sports, Arts, 
and Children’s soft play area and a fun packed 
programme of Family entertainment. 22,000 people 
attended last years event, making it Europe's 
largest event of its type, come and see why. 


) All facilities fully accessible, wheelchair loan & enablers, 
BSL interpreters and two free park & ride schemes. 


This year's event will be supported by a week of 
complimentary activities leading up to the Sunday. 


For further details contact the Disability 


help-line on 01925 240064 or visit 


www.disabilityawarenessday.co.uk 


Interested in exhibiting? 
Contact Cynthia on 01925 240852 


cars may be the most reliable 
and the contract hire scheme 
may meet the needs of the 
majority of disabled people, 
but it smacks of patronisation 
to restrict other options. 

We know there is a clear link 
between disability and poverty 
and that, often, people’s 
mobility component is spent on 
absolute basics. Personal 
mobility is still critically 
important, though, and in spite 
of improvements in the 
accessibility of public transport, 
private vehicle ownership is 


wonderfully liberating. 

[t seems stupid that, at the 
end of their lease, good 
Motability vehicles are stripped 
of adaptations such as hand 
controls (at the user’s expense) 
before being sold back to the 
trade. Surely part of this fleet 
would be ideal to be offered to 
disabled people who want to 
risk second-hand? If firms like 
Yes Car Credit can do it, why 
not Motability? 

Ed Passant is chief executive 
of the Disabled Drivers’ 
Motor Club. 


GIVE YOURSELF THE FREEDOM 


YOU DESERVE 


Pe nr aaa 


os 


MERCEDES VITO OR ‘V’ CLASS 


CHOOSE FROM MERCEDES EXTENSIVE RANGE OF OPTIONS 
AND INTERBILITY WILL DO THE REST. 


DRIVE FROM A WHEELCHAIR OR 6-WAY POWERED SEAT. 
CHOICE OF HAND CONTROLS, LIGHTENED STEERING. 
ELECTRIC HAND BRAKE AND/OR GEAR SELECTOR. 
POWERED TAILGATE OR SIDE DOOR. 
POWERED LIFT, SIDE OR REAR. 

LOWERING SUSPENSION AND POWERED RAMP. 
REMOTE CONTROL FOR LIFT, RAMP AND DOORS. 


ALL VEHICLES FINISHED TO INDIVIDUAL SPECIFICATIONS. 


SEE US AT THE MOBILITY ROADSHOW DONINGTON STAND NO OS21A. 


UNIT 21 


lrmterlonlntyy 


GUNNELS WOOD PARK STEVENAGE HERTS SGI 2BH 


TEL: 01438 747448 FAX: 01438 750319 EMAIL: interbility@yahoo.co.uk 
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The Forum’s your first stop 


| 
| 
| 


Mobility centres are 
a great source of 
motoring help, says 
Dan Batten 


ant to get on the 

road but need a bit 

of a kick-start? Then 
contact the Forum of Mobility 
Centres. There are 15 centres 
around the country that offer 
disabled and older people 


advice, assessments and test 


drives. To find out more, tel: 
01344 661000, website: 
www.justmobility.co.uk/forum 
or take a look at the table. 


1. Regional Driving Assessment 
Centre, West Heath Hospital, 
Rednal Road, Birmingham 
B38 8HR, tel: 0121 627 8228, 
fax: 0121 627 8629. 


DOO@ 


2. Cornwall Mobility Centre, 
Tehidy House, Royal Cornwall 
Hospital, Truro, Cornwall 
TR1 3L], tel: 01872 254920, 
fax: 01872 254921. 


DOOO06 


3. Derby Regional Mobility 
Centre, Kingsway Hospital, 
Kingsway, Derby DE22 3LZ, 
tel: 01332 371929, fax: 01332 
382377. 


ODOO0OG 


4. Kilverstone Mobility 
Assessment Centre, 2 Napier 
Place, Thetford, Norfolk IP24 
3RL, tel: 01842 753029, fax: 
01842 755950. 


DOOe0 


5. Mobility Advice and Vehicle 
Information Service (MAVIS), 


Advice for 
passengers 


Wheelchair 
advice 


“QO” Wing, Macadam Avenue, 
Old Wokingham Road, 
Crowthorne, Berks RG45 
6XD, tel: 01344 661000, fax: 
01344 661066. 


OR=RO) 


6. Mobility Centre, Regional 
Neurological Rehabilitation 
Centre, Hunters Road, 
Newcastle upon Tyne NE2 
4NR, tel: 0191 219 5694, fax: 
0191 219 S66S. 


OF=RO) 


7. Mobility Service of the 


Disabled Living Centre (West 
of England), The Vassall 
Centre, Gill Avenue, 
Fishponds, Bristol BS16 2QQ, 
tel: 0117 965 9353, fax: 0117 
965 3652, email: 
mobserv@dlcbristol.org 


OODOOO 


8. North Wales Disabled 
Drivers Assessment Centre, 
The North Wales Resources 
Centre, Glan Clwyd Hospital, 
Bodelwyddan, Denbighshire 


(=) Vehicle 
advice 


LL18 SUJ, tel: 01745 584858, 
fax: 01745 582762, email: 
info@drivemobility.org 


DO © 


9. Northern Ireland Mobility 
Centre, Disability Action, 
Portside Business Park, 189 
Airport Road, Belfast BT3 
9ED, tel: 028 9029 7880, 
minicom: 028 9029 7882. 


OR=RORe) 


10. Oxford Driving 
Assessment Service, 

Mary Marlborough Centre, 
Windmill Road, Headington, 
Oxford OX3 7LD, 

tel: 01865 227600, 

fax: 01865 227294. 


ODOOO8e 


11. Queen Elizabeth’s 
Foundation Mobility Centre, 
Damson Way, Fountain Drive, 
Carshalton, Surrey SM5 4NR, 
tel: 020 8770 1151, fax: 020 
8770 1211. 


Fitting of 
F) adaptations 


Finding the right new or used wheeelchair access vehicle needn't mean spending a fortune. 


Howard Samuels, now with Aspect Conversions has been providing help, advice and 
practical assistance for disabled customers for over 15 years. And for over 10 years our 


service has included a dedicated supply of wheelchair access vehicles to suit a variety of 
budgets and tastes. 


We believe choosing the right vehicle to suit your needs should be a pleasure, not a task. 
This is why we try to make every stage, from your initial contact to delivery of your new 


vehicle, easy and enjoyable. You will see that we really do understand your needs, 
simply because we understand your circumstances. 
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The Courtyard, 195b Portland Street, Southport PR8 6LU t: 01704 546600 f: 01704 546414 
e: enquiries@aspectconversions.co.uk web: www.aspectconversions.co.uk 


With friendly, courteous and efficient after-sales care you can be confident 
that from start to finish you are “Safe and Sound in every Aspect” 


For a full information pack, call us on 01704 546600 


12. Scottish Driving Assessment 
Service, Astley Ainslie Hospital, 
133 Grange Loan, Edinburgh 
EH9 2HL, tel: 0131 537 9192, 
tax: 0180-5387 9193: 


O=RO 


13. South Wales Disabled 
Drivers Assessment Centre, 
Rookwood Hospital, 
Fairwater Road, Llandaff, 
Cardiff CF5 2YN, tel: 029 
2055 5130, fax: 029 2055 5130. 


ORK) 


14. William Merritt Disabled 
Living Centre and Mobility 
Service, St. Mary’s Hospital, 
Green Hill Road, Armley, 
Leeds LS12 3QE, tel: 0113 305 
5288; fax: 0113 23192918 


DOOO 


15. Wrightington Mobility 
Centre, Wrightington 
Hospital, Hall Lane, Appley 
Bridge, Wigan, Lancs WN6 
9EP, tel: 01257 256409. 


Driving 
tuition 


Home demonstrations and a variety of purchase and lease plans are available 
on both our new and used models, all of which will be carefully explained. 
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Motability 


struggles 


In the past year, an alarming rise 
in problems and general confusion 
has hit the Motability scheme. 
Douglas Campbell investigates 


he last twelve months 
have not been the easiest 
for the Motability scheme. 


It is clear to those of us that 
handle queries and complaints 
from users of the scheme that 
there has been a big increase in 
problems and confusion. 
There are actually two 
organisations using the 
Motability name. One is the 
charity Motability, based in 
Harlow. The other is the 
finance company, Motability 
Finance Limited (MFL) based 
in central London and with an 
operations centre in Bristol. 
Motability handles 
marketing of the various 
schemes and processing 
applications, including grants 
from the various government 
and charitable funds that it 
manages. There have been few 
changes here and this is 
reflected in the quiet, efficient 
way they handle most tasks. 
Some reorganisation took 
place a couple of months ago, 
when the operations director 
left, his role merged into a new, 
larger department. Hopefully, 
these changes will have no 


adverse effect on service. 

On the grants side, there 
seem to have been many fewer 
complaints. An improvement in 
funding has helped here, but 
there is still not enough money 
to meet the needs of all applic- 
ants for the most expensive 
vehicles and adaptations. 

By contrast, MFL has seen a 
massive change to the way it 
works this year. At times this 
has had a detrimental impact 
on customer service standards. 
Reports of long waits for the 
phone to be answered, 
correspondence not dealt with 
and incorrect advice from car 
dealers have been too frequent. 

The MFL problems seem to 
stem from the changes in the 
way the main scheme operates. 
From the end of February, MFL 
took over responsibility for 
selling all the used cars at the 
end of their hire period. This 
meant that they had to set up 
completely new systems to have 
each car inspected and MOT 
tested and then sold. 

They need to process around 
600 cars every working day. If 
they do this well, they will 


How it all works 


Motability’s contract hire 
scheme for cars offers many 
disabled people the best value 
available. 

e Anyone in receipt of the 
higher rate mobility compo- 
nent of Disability Living 
Allowance, with more than 
three years to run, can com- 
mit that benefit to hiring a car 
— usually all the allowance. 

° For larger cars an additional 
advance payment is required. 
* The scheme pays for the car, 
insurance, recovery and break- 
down services from the RAC 
and routine maintenance. 
Driving is limited to two 
named drivers, but a third can 
be added at extra cost. 

° The contract runs for three 
years, then the car goes back 
and a new contract starts. 

* There is no extra charge for 
young or inexperienced 
drivers, but there are some 


insurance restrictions for 
young drivers and those with a 
history of insurance claims. 

e An extra charge is made for 
exceeding 12,000 miles a year. 
° The only extra costs are 
petrol and a contribution, 
usually £75, to the cost of 
each insurance claim. 

« The scheme is open to 
disabled drivers and disabled 
people who prefer to be 
driven. 

¢ Motability can offer grants 
towards the cost of advance 
rental and conversions. 


Motability also runs a hire 
purchase scheme for new and 
used cars and for motorised 
wheelchairs and scooters. It is 
available to disabled people 
regardless of their credit history. 
For details of the Motability 
scheme, tel: 01279 635666 or 
go to www.motability.co.uk 


Free wheeling: former paratrooper Ken Mcllwee, 42, took delivery of a Toyota Yaris Verso under the 
Motability scheme. He found Motability helpful, he says, and likes the Yaris Verso for its roominess. 


control the cost of the scheme 
and the prices charged to users. 
Most of it seems to have gone 
well, but the teething problems 
have left many users confused, 
upset and angry. 

The RAC centre that handles 
the MOT test and vehicle 
inspection bookings could not 
cope with the volume of calls 
initially. Six months later, it 
seems to be running more 
smoothly and the managers are 
determined to meet the needs of 
disabled people. 

Another problem has been 
what many users see as nit- 
picking by MFL and dealers 
over the condition of cars at the 
end of the contract. In the past, 
some dealers accepted cars 
with damage as part of the deal 
they had with a customer who 
was obtaining a replacement 
from them. But the substantial 
fall in the price of used cars 


reduced the dealer’s profit from 
re-sale. And when MFL took 
over responsibility for reselling, 
this removed the former flexibility, 
MEL had little choice three 
years ago other than to 
introduce the changes. If they 
had not done so, many dealers 
and some manufacturers could 
have withdrawn from the 
scheme because of the risk of 
losing money on the used cars. 
It would certainly have been 
impossible for the scheme to 
offer such good value for 
money and meet the growing 
number of disabled users. 
These changes have resulted 
in a big growth in the number 
of staff and contractors needed 
to run the scheme and the 
acquisition of new skills and 
processes. On the whole, MFL 
has done well, but there are 
areas where planning was not 
adequate and implementation 


With our 35 years experience of converting wheelchair accessible 


was not satisfactory 
Motability and MFL must 
learn from this period. They 
need to improve their lines of 
communication with disabled 
people and their organisations, 
consult more openly and fully, 
and explain their plans sooner. 
They also need to recognise 
that many users of the scheme 
find the process complicated 
and confusing and try to make 
it easier and friendlier for them. 
Perhaps they could also 
send their computer to charm 
school so it sends out less 
threatening, more helpful letters. 
I know they have staff that 
are totally committed to 
delivering a service that meets 
the mobility needs of disabled 
people, but it just does not 
always work out too well. 
Douglas Campbell OBE is 
executive director of The 
Disabled Drivers’ Association. 


S¥potability 


ACCREDITED | 


“this is a trademark of motability 
Registered charity no.299745 


SEE US AT THE 
MOBILITY ROADSHOW, 
STAND 0821 


vehicles, few companies, we believe, have a wider experience of 
mobility transport and the needs of disabled users. If you are unsure 
of which vehicle is most suitable for your needs, ask us . . . .We are 
always happy to give advice. 


We have a range of vehicles suitable for wheelchair drivers and passengers 
and also offer a comprehensive adaptation service for standard production 
vehicles including driving systems, wheelchair and passenger access systems, 
seats and much more. WE’RE ONLY A PHONE CALL AWAY. 


PHONE TODAY 


FOR AN INFORMATION PACK 


OR FREE HOME DEMONSTRATION 


MOBILITY SOLUTIONS LTD 
FARADAY ROAD, CHURCHFIELDS IND. EST. 
SALISBURY, WILTSHIRE SP2 7NR 
TEL : 01722 336048 . FAX : 01722 416241 


Email: mobilitysolutions@btinternet.com 


Web Site: www.mobilitysolutionsltd.co.uk 
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More Choice for 
the Wheelchair 


Passenger 


New Sharan SL 


‘mode 00 
an ‘ the B they With standard roof (54” headroom) 
ie converté VOLKSWAGEN SHARAN from £26,264.40 


(2.0 SL petrol, manual 6 speed) 


Including raised roof (59” headroom) 


from £27,714.40 


(2.0 'SL petrol, manual 6 speed) 


f 
i 


Brotherwood conversion of 
the Volkswagen Sharan. 


‘ pact THE MARK OF 8 QUALITY Nn cee No.2 
rhe most POP. 1. citroe 
sion b 
cones | marke! ; RENAULT KANGOO 
Berling? ts se Kangoo from £14,081.26 
B otherwe — - Petrol 1.4 Authentique - Manual 5 speed or 
if 


Automatic, Diesel available. Low & Level floor 


(61” flat floor conversion) with 58” headroom 


Brotherwood conversion of 
the Renault Kangoo. 5 Door. 
V.C.A. Type Approval 

THE MARK OF & QUALITY No. LC357/A/059 


CONVERSI 


CITROEN BERLINGO 


Berlingo from £1 .40 
Berlingo trom £13,997.4 converted Ti ia - 
- 14i Petrol Forte - Manual 5 speed, Low & Level ipa : . Mu p a fianco 


floor (61” flat floor conversion) with 57” headroom 


Brotherwood conversion of 
the Citroén Berlingo. 5 Door. 
V.C.A. Type Approval 

THE MARK OF AQUALITY NO, LO334/A/035. Ext. No.2 


CONVERSION 


FIAT MULTIPLA 


Multipla from £19,987.00 
- Petrol 1.6 SX - Manual 5 speed or Diesel available. 
Low & level floor through to forward passenger 


position with 56” headroom as standard roof. 


[ / Brotherwood conversion of the 
Fiat Multipla development & test 
programme. Complete V.C.A. 

|THE MAO Qcuaury approval subject to final inspection. 


BROTHERWOOD 


Phone now for more details and availability on Tel: O1 935 872603 


xe) 
Fd Wheelchair Accessible 
Vehicle 


REGISTERED FIRM 
ISO 9001:2000 


Pillar Box Lane, Beer Hackett, Sherborne, Dorset. DT9 6QP_ + Fax: 01935 872853 + e-mail: sales@brotherwood.com 


NEW OR USED ¢ SHORT & LONG TERM HIRE e FINANCE ¢ AFTER SALES SERVICE ¢ BUY-BACK SERVICE 
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ity 


THE FUTUR 


Brotherwood conversion of the 
Mercedes-Benz Vaneo in current 
development & test programme. 


ie Man Oe eat V.C.A. Type Approval under application 


View the new 


03 Mercedes-Benz Vaneo Concept 
converted by Brotherwood and take part in a unique 


opportunity. We would welcome your comments to help us with the development programme 
of this new Brotherwood conversion. Bookings taken now for home demonstrations and production deposits. 


Brotherwood conversions deserve a closer look! 
BROTHERWOOD 


Phone now for more details and availability on Tel: 01935 872603 


VC \ Visit our website www.brotherwood.com for more information on our complete range 


3 . toes Sekter eon eee 
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ISO $001:2000 


meee §Pillar Box Lane, Beer Hackett, Sher! orne, Do ‘Fax: 019 
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It is not just technology that is advancing, 
so is the design of cars. Together, the two 
could make a real difference to disabled 

drivers if everyone works together. Paul 


Gambrell explains. 


he Chinese have a 

proverb which states that 

you are unfortunate to 
live in interesting times. 
Although the world of car 
design is certainly interesting at 
this time, I hope to prove the 
proverb wrong and show that 
the design of necessary adapta- 
tions will be beneficial. 

It may seem strange to start 
by talking about car design. But 
the car itself is going through a 
period of revolution in design 
which I believe will have a major 
impact on what we might see 
in the future. 

It is impossible to deal with 
everything in so short a space, 
but I will try to cover two 
aspects: car controls (such as 
steering, braking and acceler- 
ator) and access to the vehicle. 


Control systems 
Like aeroplanes today, within 


the next ten years car controls 
will all be drive-by-wire. This 
means that the conventional 
mechanical link from the 
control to the system — for 
example, a steering column — 
will be replaced by an electrical 
connection where the control 
drives the system through some 
form of electric device. 

This has largely already 
happened with the accelerator 
control on new cars. A 
potentiometer on the pedal is 
connected to the fuel regulator 
by a wire and operates an 
electric motor to control it. 
Car manufacturers will be 
doing the same to our braking 
and steering systems. 

So what advantages does this 
give us? Rather than having to 
put on an adaptation to work 
conventional controls, we will 
be able to use the systems 
already installed on the vehicle 


Lifts Wheelchairs, Electric Wheelchairs and Electric Scooters 


° Fits saloons, 
hatchbacks, estates, 
people carriers and 
4x4's. 


* Three models to lift 
30kg, 100kg and 
| 50kg wheelchairs 
and scooters. 


* Power in/out 
option on 100 & 
150kg models. 


* Radio remote 
control operation 
on all power in/out 
models. 


* Easily transferred to your next vehicle. 


CALL FREE ON 0800 214 045 For INFORMATION. 
FREE HOME DEMONSTRATION ON REQUEST 


FITTING THROUGHOUT THE UK 


Offices in Southampton, 
Matlock & Northampton. 


Save the VAT on new cars with 
most Autochair products. 
Finance and grants possible. 


Website: www.autochair.co.uk 
E-mail: info@autochair.co.uk 


BRIAN PAGE 


Take control: The development of infrared control panels, such as this one from Brian Page (above), 
helped revolutionise vehicle adaptation for disabled drivers. Below: Paul Gambrell. 


and merely replace the human 
interface. 

As an extreme example, the 
traditional control systems of 
steering wheel, brake and 
accelerator pedals could be 
substituted for a joystick by 
unplugging one interface and 
replacing it with the other. 

The Italian adaptation 
manufacturer Guido Simplex is 
already offering an accelerator 
that plugs into a car this 
way, and one or two other 
manufacturers are working 
on similar controls. 


Access to and from a 
vehicle 

The car manufacturers are 
beginning to note that not 
everyone finds it easy to get in 
and out of a car. In particular, 
they are aware that we are get- 
ting older as a society and that 
the proportion of customers 
who, to put it politely, are no 
longer spring chickens, will 
grow markedly over the next 
few years. So it’s no surprise to 


with a rotating seat (also seen 
on some concepts) and you 
have an easily accessible vehicle. 

There are also advances in 
the structure of the car. For 
many years, we have had the 
conventional “monocoque” car 
where the vast majority of the 
panels in the body are used as 
part of the vehicle structure. 
This is a strong, light and 
efficient way of designing and 
manufacturing car bodies. It 
doesn’t, however, lend itself to 
easy adaptation for other 
purposes. 

For instance, Jubilee 
Automotive Group had a really 
difficult job converting the 
Suzuki WagonR into the “Life”, 
a vehicle that can be driven 
from a wheelchair. 

The latest thinking is to use 
a space frame construction, 
where loads are fed through the 
frame and the external panels 
make it look nice and keep the 
rain off the occupants. This 
type of construction makes it 
much easier to convert a vehicle 


‘The car itself is going through a period of revolution in 
terms of design and | believe that this will have a major 
impact on what we can might see in the future’ 

RAT LE ay Cee SIGNER A eS DE ER 2 Se TRAE IEA AS ST 


find them showing concept cars 
where ease of access is a priority. 

One particular trend that 
several concept vehicles have 
followed is to have a conven- 
tional front door with a rear 
door that opens back-to-front, 
rather like old Rovers used to 
do. It just goes to show that 
there are no new ideas! 

What makes these designs 
interesting is the absence of a 
door pillar between the two 
doors, so that with both doors 
open, there is a large opening. 
Throw in a high roof line 
(another design trend) together 


for other purposes and makes 
relatively small volumes of 
production economical. It is 
already used on such vehicles 
as the Fiat Multipla. 


What’s needed to make it 
all work? 
In order for all of this to 
become a reality, there will 
need to be a change in the 
relationship between the 
adaptation companies and the 
car manufacturers. 

There has historically been 
limited help and co-operation 
between these two crucial 


elements in providing a 
mobility solution. 

As we move into the future, 
it is only by good working 
relationships that the possi- 
bilities described above will be 
realized. To provide safe and 
reliable adaptations, it is vital 
that the companies producing | 
adaptations receive information 
from the vehicle supplier. 

Motability is taking a lead | 
role in this in a number of | 
ways. In particular, we have . 
spent a lot of time talking with 
adaptation companies and the 
motor manufacturers to make 
them aware of these issues and 
the strengths and limitations of 
each other. 

We have run seminars and 
awareness events to reinforce 
these messages and have 
promoted professionalism 
through the Motability 
Adaptation & Conversion 
Supplier Accreditation scheme. 

Iam encouraged by the 
progress we have made and the 
interest now being shown in 
these issues by a number of 
major manufacturers. 

I started with the proverb 
about being unfortunate to 
live in interesting times. I hope 
that I have painted enough of a 
picture for you to see why I, for 
one, am glad to live ina 
fascinating period for the car. 

I think that, for adaptations, 
the best is yet to come. 

Paul Gambrell is technical 
director at Motability. 


——————— eee 
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— GREAT UNIVERSAL 
ciate! Gr SALE LE! 


FORD 
COURIER 


No Deposit 


3 Years 
Mechanical 
Breakdown Insurance 

DON’T FORGET.... 


3 Years IF YOU WANT TO BUY 
21,.hr Breakdown | ei 
Assistance 


Full AA Inspection 


FIAT 
FIORINO 


EXCELLENT @ 
& Tw 


ss = » VALUE 
= VEHICLES’ 


rainy 
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*This is a trademark of Motability: registered charity number 299745 used under licence 


SALES HOTLINE: 0845 7413348 


UNIVERSAL MOBILITY LTD. Unit 2, Royd Mill, Dyehouse Lane, Brighouse, West Yorkshire HD6 ILL 
Tel: 01484 400795 ° Fax: 01484 400796 
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On the road 


Taking the right turn 


The decision to buy a car is never easy, but for disabled people, getting the right model and adaptations is 
vital. Rod Hermeston spoke to six disabled drivers about their choice of car 


was a Ford Transit adapted 
by Steering Developments. 
It had a lift at the side 
and an automatic remote- 
control sliding door. 
She drove this from her 
wheelchair. 

“Tt was the first one 
I could drive completely 
independently. It was 
completely liberating for 
me to go out when I 
wanted to, where I wanted 
to, whether it was to see 
friends or go shopping. 


Up until then I had been 


Joanna Owen, 40, a case entirely dependent on 
worker at the Disability other people being around 
Rights Commission and to help me go out, because 
qualified lawyer, has a I needed them to help me 
spinal cord injury and is get into the car and pack 
tetraplegic. my wheelchair into the back 
The first two vehicles she of the car.” 
had after her accident were She now has a Chrysler 
Honda Accords. But she Voyager adapted by Alfred 
could not transfer herself Bekker which she also drives 
from a wheelchair to the from her wheelchair. It has a 
car seat. lowered floor and ramp 
The first vehicle which which allows wheelchair N 
; \PAUL HAMLYN 
really “worked” for her DIGGESS: 
Gary Sluggett, 18, of Cornwall problems getting about before. allows him to work the indica- 
passed his driving test in April, — I. can only walk fora couple of tors and lights. The car and 
after four attempts, in his minutes at a time, and I used adaptation was recommended 
Volkswagen Polo. He got the to have to ask my mum to by Cornwall Mobility Centre 
Polo last year through the drive everywhere. in Plymouth. 
Adaptacar, tel: 01769 572785 Motability scheme. “Public transport is pretty Gary says: “Most of my 
Gary, who lives in awful. There aren’t many mates live about five miles 
Alfred Bekker, tel: 01377 241700 Kilkhampton in Cornwall, has _ buses and they never turn up.” away. I can drive to see them, 
Brotherwood, tel: 01935 872603 encephalitis and a weak right Gary drives an automatic go to the local cinema and go 
; : arm and leg. He says: “It made with a left foot accelerator to my local football team’s 
David Relph, tel: 01362 695562 : : id : - 
quite a lot of difference. I had and a hand control which away games. 


Steering Developments, tel: 01442 212918 
Cornwall Mobility Centre, tel: 01872 254920 
Derby Regional Mobility Centre, tel: 01332 371929 


atrophy and has to use an 
electric wheelchair. 

At first, the Palmer’s had 
a Vauxhall Vectra, which 
was adequate for Zoe. 
“Because she was so small 
we did not have the vehicle 
adapted,” says her mother. 

But in September 2001 
they got the Zafira, which has 
an electric Milford Person Lift 
to get Zoe into the passenger 
seat and a hoist to lift the 
wheelchair into the back 
made by Brig-aid Controls. 
This was fitted by adaptation 
company David Relph. 

Previously Zoe could only 
travel if her father was there 
to lift her into the car. 

Mrs Palmer says: “It has 


Queen Elizabeth Foundation Mobility Centre, They can 
also let you know where your nearest mobility centre is based, 
tel: 020 87701151. 


EUCECT (Staffs) 


! Nos MSEroorens 


—™ Our family tree is your guarantee 
i Lichfield Street Tamworth B79 7QS 


\Tel: 01827 61317 


or E-Mail us at 

norris _bros_garages@dealers.peugeot.co.uk 
For all your motability needs 
{contact our Sales Team /Yotability 


_ NOTTINGHAM 
NEW CROWN SHARPES 


Sir John Robinson Way, Daybrook, 
Nottingham NG5 6BN. 


For your help and advice 
contact our Motability Specialist 
Valerie Vaughan. 

@) vauxnare 0115 8546600 


NEWCASTLE-UNDER-LYME 


| Charles | Warner Ltd | GREENHOUS 


Outer Circle Road, Lincoln LN2 ALD. Blackfriars Road, mace pie Soya 
ae Newcastle-Under-Lyme ST5 2TY. can go and put her in the car 
For all your needs, help and advice For Expert Advice Juliet Palmer, 32, and her The vehicle, supplied = = and it takes the chair as well. 
contact John Benton on: Contact Motability Specialist husband are driving their Motability scheme, is a It also gives her indepen- 
LINDA CARRINGTON first adapted vehicle for their Vauxhall Zafira. dence having the wheelchair 
01 522 806235 *01782 711911* eight-year-old daughter Zoe. Zoe has spinal muscular with her.” 
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Michael Hearn, 23, is a 
wheelchair user. 

He ts on his third car and 
has used the same type of 
equipment in each one. 

He now drives an auto- 
matic Zafira with push-pull 
hand controls for accelerat- 
ing and braking. This also 
has a switch for the indicator 
lights and dip switch. The 
adaptations were made by 
Adaptacar in South Molton. 

Michael got his first car 
after an assessment by the 
Cornwall Mobility Centre 
when he was ready to start 
learning to drive at age 17. 

“They had a vehicle down 
there that was fitted with 
most of the controls that can 
be fitted. They make sure 
you've got the things that 
you need and don’t go 
spending stupid money on 
things that you don’t need.” 


Mary McElligott, 47, of 
Sleaford, drove for about 25 
years before a stroke in 2000 
left her unable to use her left 
leg to work the foot pedals 


in her car. 

Mary had assessments at 
the Derby Regional Mobility 
Centre, the first of which led 
to her buying a Honda Civic 
with automatic gears so that 
she did not need to operate 
the clutch. The accelerator is 
adapted so that she can 
operate it more easily. 

A further assessment in 
September found Mary had 
problems reading road signs 
and coping with other traffic, 
so the DVLA decided she 
had to take her driving test 
again. She needed lessons 
and a driving test which were 
also provided by the mobility 
centre in order to get her 
licence back. 

And when her husband, 
who was unemployed, found 
work, it became vital that 
Mary was able to drive, 
as they have two young 
children. 

She says: “The fact that 
I wasn’t able to drive was 
horrendous for us once he 
was at work. Of all the prob- 
lems I had after my stroke, 
that was the most stressful.” 

She says getting behind 
the wheel “has made big a 
difference in our lives”. 


Ted Gates, 67, still has the 
same people carrier that 
“worked” for him. 

Ted has Gillain-Barré 
Syndrome. He is a powered 
wheelchair user, with total 
paralysis in the bottom part 
of his legs and weak arms. 

He tried an Astra Estate 
with a hoist in the back in 1988 


This followed an assess- 
ment by the Queen Elizabeth’s 
Foundation Mobility Centre 
(QEFMC). 

The roof was raised by 
Brotherwood and the floor low- 
ered, while a hand controlled 
ramp allows him to drive into 
the vehicle from the back. 

He had the accelerator 


ly for my voluntary work, 

I would not be able to go any 

distance without the vehicle. 

It opens up lots of avenues.” 
He had got the Astra with- 

out taking advice, and it was 

only when he used the QEFMC 

that the adapted Prairie was 

identified as the right car. 


————— 
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A design first 


after first becoming disabled. 
But he changed to a Nissan 

Prairie converted by Brother- 
wood a couple of years later. 


Innovative engineering 


An illustrious history 


A loyal following 


Practical and functional... 


pedal lowered to allow him to 

swing his foot between pedals. 
“Although I am able to use 

other forms of transport local- 


“T would strongly 
recommend that people go to 
one of the mobility centres for 
a proper assessment,” he says. 
Mobility Centres, see page 8 


...now let’s talk about the Mini _ 


Usa! 


To view the new CarChair in the Mini visit us at Donington Motability Roadshow. 


CarChair, the unique wheelchair system 
which locates the occupant in the front of a 
standard two door vehicle is now available 
with the new BMW Mini. 

Since its launch the Mini has been hailed as a 


new design classic with all the best features of 


the original brought up to date. Like the Mini, 
CarChair has been developed and improved. 
The new model has all of the features enjoyed 
by more than 1,500 original CarChair customers 
but takes full advantage of developments in 
both technology and engineering to provide 


CarChair safely and gently lifts, rotates and lowers the passenger into the position where the front seat is usually located 


SMMotability 


ACCREDITED 


“This is a trademark of Motability: 
registered charity number 299745 


Wheelchair Accessible Vehicle Converters Association 


VA 


VEHICLE CERTIFICATION AGENCY 


Constables Limited, Mountney Bridge Business Park, Westham, Pevensey, East Sussex BN24 5NJ 
T: 01323 76 75 74 F: 01323767603 _ E: info@constablesmobility.com 


a tried and tested mobility product for the 
21st century. CarChair has gained a reputation 
for reliability and sound engineering as well as 
being the most innovative wheelchair conversion 
system currently available. CarChair is designed 
and manufactured by Constables mobility 
and is available for a range of standard two 
door vehicles and MPV’s. The Company also 
offers rear access conversions for an extensive 


range of mobility vehicles. 


If you would like a home demonstration or more 
details about CarChair and Constables Rear Access 


Conversions call 01323 76 75 74 


mobility 


www.constablesmobility.com 
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There's been no 
stopping Pam 
Bishop and her 
husband since they 
bought themselves 
a motor caravan 


leven years ago, my 

husband Bob and I took 

early retirement. After 
decades of work as a long- 
distance lorry driver for Bob 
and as a civil servant for me, we 
decided it was time to make the 
most of our new-found leisure 
time and invested in an adapted 
Ford Transit Travelhome. 

Now we have several foreign 
holidays under our belt and 
feel we have learned a thing or 
two about touring on the 
Continent. 

The first thing we do is buy 
campsite books for the country 
we are travelling to. These tend 
to have very clear directions 
and symbols for what is 
available on each site, so they 
are a good investment. It’s then 
my job, as navigator, to work 
out a quiet route to a suitable 
site. Motorways are out — | 
would have to hand over the 
toll money and I dread the 
thought of dropping the lot. It’s 
fairly easy to avoid large cities, 
although we did once find 
ourselves caught up in rush- 
hour Seville. ’'m sure it wasn’t 
the navigator’s fault. 

We love going to France and 
thoroughly recommend its Aire 
de Service sites. These are for 


On the road 


Motorhome from home 


Winter warmth: Pam and Bob soak up the sun on their walk from the campsite to Albufeira, in Spain 


motor caravans only and are 
usually in the middle of villages 
or towns, making it very easy 
to park centrally. They cost a 
couple of pounds a night and 
have provision for chemical 
disposal and filling water 
tanks. They make a great stop 
if you want to be in the thick of 
French life, visiting colourful 
local markets and so on. 

It’s a good idea to take a 
power wheelchair to get over 
cobbled streets, although we 
have found that few pavements 


have lowered kerbs in France. 
We also take a manual chair, 
which can be carried on a cycle 
rack on the back of the van and 
often comes in handy. 

Driving through France and 
crossing into Spain, we have 
found huge differences in the 
two countries’ sites. We have 
stayed on two Spanish seaside 
campsites, one in Benidorm, 
and found them rather 
cramped. Other campers were 
very friendly and the sites did 
have great facilities for disabled 


Good health demands that everyone should stand up, 
preventing bladder problems and assisting with better 
circulation, disgestion, bone development and pressure 
management. The versatile Genie also assists carers by 
alleviating unnecessary lifting. 


people, but there was no 
privacy and these two country 
bums beat a hasty retreat — we 
definitely like our own space. 

A couple of years ago we 
decided to spend Christmas and 
New Year in our van, doing a 
ferry crossing from Portsmouth 
to Bilbao in Spain for Christmas 
and then driving down to the 
Algarve for the New Year. We 
reserved an accessible cabin 
(one of only four — make sure 
you book well in advance as 
they get snapped up). Using a 
power chair on board is fairly 
easy as you are first on to give 
you time to unload it and you 
are always the last off. 

Our first site in northern 
Spain was just to be a one-night 
stay to recharge the chair 
batteries. But a surprise 
blizzard kept us there for two 


nights. The storm was quickly 
over, but it left us with some 
gorgeous snowy mountain 
scenes — perfect for December. 

We then took a leisurely 
seven days to meander down to 
Fuseta, a small fishing village 
on the Algarve, where the other 
campers and the locals were 
really friendly. 

We ended up having a 
Christmas barbecue in 
wonderful sunshine with four 
British couples and about 20 
Dutch people before retiring for 
the evening to a fishermen’s bar. 
Fireworks and crackers brought 
the New Year in with a bang. 

We had pre-booked a place 
on a Camping and Caravanning 
Club rally near Albufeira in 
early January. The site was a 
complete contrast to the ones 
we had been on earlier, with 
swimming pools, restaurants 
and bars, and plenty of space 
between campers. Albufeira is 
walkable from the site, but the 
road is very busy and has no 
real pavement. We visited the 
same site in April and found it 
almost deserted — sites can be 
so different depending on the 
season, and you also need to 
check they are going to be open 
if you’re travelling out of the 
usual holiday months. 

This year we’re planning a 
few smaller trips round Britain, 
but I’m sure it won’t be long 
before we get our motorhome 
back on foreign soil again. 

The Disabled Drivers’ 
Association offers members 
concessions on ferry prices and 
has a route planner service on 
its website. For more 
information, tel: 0870 770 333, 
website: www.dda.org.uk 


US AT THE 
MOBILITY 
ROADSHOW 
STAND 
CI7 


alee ir cei ea 


The Genie - Ingenious! easycare 


Further information from 

Easy Care Products Limited. 

Park Lane, Old Park, Telford, TF3 4TE. 
Fax: 01952 616588 


CE 
©01952 610300 
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Al fresco fun: (top left) Pam finds the Benidorm site too cramped 
for her liking; (top right) a sunny Boxing Day in Fuseta, the 
Algarve; (bottom) New Year’s Day at the fishing harbour, Fuseta 
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For getting on the road, Dan Batten has essentials to suit your 


eats ideas motoring needs 


ere 
4\ ne of the worst things that can attack a long-distance 
driver is thirst. Keep a cooler from Save and Drive 


with you, and those searches for a cold beverage will 
be a thing of the past. The cooler runs from a 12-volt ciga- 
rette lighter, is insulated to keep cool, and holds nine 330ml 
or six 500ml cans. Also useful if you need to keep your insulin 
cool. £43.95. For more information, tel: 0191 521 0387, or visit 
the website at www.saveanddrive.co.uk 


eee lso from Save and 
34 aN Drive, the Easipark sys- 
—— tem is an easy-to-fit lens 


that lets you see how close you are 
to the car behind you, saving your 
neck from strain. £7.49, 

tel: 0191 521 0387, website 
www.saveanddrive.co.uk 


: i ie P a To win a cooler or Easipark system, see page 19 of the motoring supplement 


EUROPE’S Paced MOBILITY EVENT 


webst te: www. w.rac.co.uk 3 


T= RAC’s Response 

cover is exclusively for 

orange/blue badge oe Gs) & De zig) 
holders and will stop you 

worrying about breaking 


down. Motability customers ® 
under the contract hire is i f O c & OW 


scheme get free RAC break- 
eeecmmatiou tlh CoO fim Osby Lit y 


down cover. Tel: 0800 029029, 
website: www.rac. co.uk/ 
join_raclresponse 


Thursday 2oth, Friday 21st & Saturday 22nd June 2002 
Donington Park, near Derby 
Open daily from 10am - FREE admission 


7 F fase Welcome to BSM 
q @ wime 
q 2) teach me Special ee a , | 


i Q) extme from BSM Rider 


@ unique opportunity to test drive a huge range of 
adapted cars and specialist vehicles on the world 
famous circuit 


e fully accessible exhibition featuring over 200 exhibitors 


e wheelchair & scooter test track: try before you buy 


f you’re about to take the 
theory component of your 


driving test, practice using 


BSM’s on-line mock test. e impartial advice and information 
ee e family fun with entertainment, créche and food court 

e go-karts, skid cars, 4x4 driving, outdoor pursuit vehicles 

e ample free parking on tarmac; new compact exhibition site 
e free show guide 


@ pre-bookable wheelchair loans 


For anyone with a mobility problem, the Mobility Roadshow 
ooking for a new vehi- Sacee 2 
[«. sta knockdown is the single most useful event you can visit in 2002 


price? Iceberg Cars 
leaves competition out in the 


a dels For further details and your Test Drive registration form contact Mobility Choice 


. ifi ] h h 4 A e ege 
aan ee aN tel: 0870 770 3222 e-mail: choice@gtnet.gov.uk www.justmobility.co.uk/roadshow 


Tel: 0870 066 0876, website: 
www.icebergcars.com 
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igi community together 


Independent 


LIVING : <b WS Viti ee 2k Over 140 exhibitors displaying 100s of products. 


= Nj Oyable.... Visit the Internet Café, the Relaxation Zone or go on a Sensory Journey. 


FOR FREE TICKETS: @ 0870 429 4372 
Or Visit: Www.independentilivingevents.co.uk 


or fax the coupon to 020 7874 0217 


—— 
OLS ABLED 


dent Living Series is Therasy 
din association with © 


IL London enjoys the support of GTp0rt 6 Qthearctitects'journal gdp: ROMP Al 


FOUNDATION 


The No 1 event in the South East for the 
elderly, the disabled, their carers and healthcare 
professionals. In 2002 it promises to be... 
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a nformative... FREE Public Seminars advising you how to get the most out of life. 

MN OVE aac. The very latest product designs will be in the Inclusive Design Gallery. 
Ded icated.... ttaimsto inform, educate and help you overcome day to day challenges. 
Exciti [dCs waist Meet a new friend at the 4dptogether.com Singles Bar. 

Pos Itive........ Helping you to make informed purchasing decisions. 

En erg izin OQ... Visit the fully equipped Gym or test a range of complementary therapies. 
ING Sar «gests sees London venue, the only event of its kind in the South East. 

> iVerse........ Featuring a wide range of products, seminars and a dedicated DDA Forum. 


Ed UCational.. Visit the Association Village to find out how national bodies and charities can help you. 
Weg CCeCSSAlLy... Amust attend event on maintaining an independent and active life. 


Tru steqinee = Renowned for being a first class event. 


Please send me free tickets 
Name 

Job title 

Place of work 


Address 


Postcode Tel 


Email 


Please tick this box if you do not wish to receive information from other companies 
y p 
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i" Read on to 
n easy-to-use, up-to-date map is an essential companion for any car journey. Plan 

a ahead and brush up on your navigating skills with the UK’s top-selling, A4-size road WIN anyth ING 
eo y atlas. We’ve got 20 hardback editions of the AA Motoring Atlas Britain 2002 from DDA 

“™ (worth £14.99 each) on offer this month. In it you will find clear, 4 miles 


a , to Linch scale maps, 51 town plans and 7,000 places of interest. It also membershi p to 
includes district maps of London, Birmingham, Glasgow, Manchester an adrenaline- 


and Tyne & Wear. For more information on AA publications, 
: 01256 491524. (Mark your postcard “Atlas”) packed hol iday 


| If you’re physically disabled and crave a bit of adven- August 2002, a DN reader and friend will be treated to Our winner will then “crash out” at Snowdonia’s 
ture, this could be right up your street. XDM (Xtreme an adrenaline-filled, two-day stint on the track (worth Stables Lodge Hotel, three-star accommodation in 
Disabled Motor Sport) has been set up to give disabled around £500), courtesy of the centre’s sponsor stunning surroundings, offering fully accessible rooms 
people the opportunity to experience off-road motor- Cyclone Mobility. and dining facilities. = 
ros sports. The XDM The highlight of the weekend will be test-driving For further details, 
centre is located in the Woodstar ATC, a feat of engineering which visit the website 
Tmumwom, ce hills of North combines the thrill and freedom of a quad bike with www.xdm.org.uk 
THE WAY THE WORLD LEARNS TO OFF*ROAD 9 Wales and in the safety of a car. Features such as the “Hand Stear” or call Cyclone, 
mean the vehicle can be driven using just your head tel: 01513 554383. 
— one of many adaptations which make the ATC (Mark your 
functional for people with a wide range of disabilities. postcard “xdm”) 


If you like the sound of Save and Drive’s Easipark system and Keep cooler 
(see Motoring supplement page 17 for more details), the good news is that 
we've got two of each of these simple but super devices to give away. Also 
\ from Save and Drive, we have 25 tamper-proof tax disc holders (£1.99) for 
. those of you who want to join the police and the DVLA in cracking down 
on tax dodgers. The disc encapsulation ensures that any attempt to alter the 
¥7 tax details will result in its destruction, thereby preventing the thief from 
"selling it on. (Mark your postcard “Easipark”, “Cooler” or “Disc”) 


The Disabled Drivers’ Association (DDA) is the largest 
membership organisation of disabled motorists in the UK. 
Whether you’re a driver or not, you may already know the DDA 
as a valuable campaigner for disabled motorists’ rights. Annual 
membership of the DDA normally costs £10 and guarantees 
information and advice for drivers in all parts of the UK. DN has 
six memberships for the taking, so if you would like to benefit 
from everything the DDA can offer, why not enter our give-away. 
For further information about the DDA, tel: 08707 703333 or 
email: DDAHQ@aol.com (Mark your postcard “DDA”) 


UNIQUE TO 


Cd Ss CF =i yi IDNES 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES) Gh FG 5 ENTIRE: 


ALL OUR VEHICLES ARE SUPERBLY Te BACKED WITH AN EXCEPTIONAL BUILD QUALITY THAT WILL GIVE YOU PEACE OF MIND, FOR FURTHER INFORMATION. FREE BROCHURE 


PLEASE CONTACT PHILIP BEECHAM 


VE HAVE A LARGE SELECTION OF : OR MIKE JONES (NEW VERSA ENQUIRIES), 


PHIL HAWKINS (USED VERSA SPECIALIST). 


EHICLES AVAILABLE FROM 6.495 1 VERSA SALES 


SETS OL VEHICLES. cile WIDNES CAR CENTRE LIMITED, 


COME AND SEE US AT DONNINGTON PARK ) MOOR LANE, WIDNES CHESHIRE WA8 7AL. 


_ ALSOAT | FAX: 0151 495 1382 
- THE ROODEE (CHESTER RACE COURSE) 1 website: www.wheelchair-access.co.uk 


e-mail: versa@wheelchair-access.co.uk 


MONDAY - FRIDAY 9.00AM - 5.30PM 


SYpotability 


ACCREDITED 


ae 
, me Bg SN STATIONS a con yERSIONS 


*This is a trademark of Motability: 
VW & MERCEDES ARE AVAILABLE AS AUTOMATICS. ALL PRICES ASSUME VAT AND ROAD FUND LICENSE ZERO RATING. registered charity number 299745 


, '”“ VW800 SPECIAL ' MERCEDES BENZ iro *TOYOTA HIACE 
‘CT DIESELS 2.5 TURBO DIESEL (LVTA) 2.1 TURBO DIESE 2.0 PETROL 2.5CDI TURBO DIESEL 


,900 _ £14, 850 | £16,795 £16,945] £15,250 


ON THE ROAD ON THE ROAD ON THE ROAD ON THE ROAD 
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The dream 


.... 1S now a reality 


Drive directly from your own wheelchair 


It’s unique, a fully automated Drive from Wheelchair solution is here - Suzuki Life and 
it is set to revolutionise the lifestyle options for many with disabilities. 
It’s a car, take a look for yourself and you will hardly be able to spot the difference 
and what's more neither will anyone else. But on the inside it is very special indeed. 
Fully automated, remotely controlled tailgate and fold out ramp systems give 
instant access to the radically modified lowered floorpan - right up to the driving 
position where the wheelchair is automatically locked down. Press the button to close the 
tailgate, press another to release the handbrake, engage the automatic gearbox and you're away. 
Just 30 seconds or so, including time for you and your two passengers to put on their seatbelts. 


“ Making Life a little easier “ 


... and our range of “Liberty” wheelchair 
accessible vehicles is legendary 
The aim at Jubilee is to provide the best engineered products in the UK along with the very best value for money. 


Our Liberty Range is widely acknowledged as being the most innovative and well built mobility vehicles ever seen. 
Why compromise on style and comfort ? Now you can enjoy the ultimate travel experience ; whatever your needs. 


Viercedes Benz V Class NEW Seat Alhambra & Suzuki Wweaar Re 


sig ac ee luxury MPV Wheelchair accessible Juxury MPV Wheelchair accessible cars 
rom £41,999 on the road from just £19,795 on the road from just iste on the road 


Drive from wheelchair luxury MPV 
from just £29,995 on the road 


oan 01 21 502 2252 


Or visit our website www. jubileeauto.co.uk 


Jubilee Automotive Group, Woden Road South, Wednesbury, West Midlands, (2 miles from junct.1 M5 or junct.9 M6 Motorway) 


| AMYotability | 


ACCREDITED | 
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as anyone told 
Kenny on C4’s The 
Book Group that 


he’d be much better off 
with a Motability car than 
spending his DLA on all 
those taxis? OK, I’m being 
picky. Kenny is actually a 
hero: he’s kind, sensitive, 
funny and is also — refresh- 
ingly — a major babe-mag- 
net in this new drama series. 
Despite the fact that the 
actor himself is not disabled 
(see DN, page 14), it’s still 
something of a break- 
through to feature a 
disabled sex-symbol. 

If the Paralympic squad 
aren’t enough to make you 
feel inadequate, Katrina 
Storr may do the trick. She’s 
a charismatic single mother 
of four and a successful 
artist who appeared recently 
on CS’s Open House with 
Gloria Hunniford. Oh, and 
by the way, she has no arms. 

Speaking of Paralympics, 
Tanni Grey Thompson 
should watch her back. 
Paula Craig— who has six 
“vertical” (non-disabled) 
London marathons under 
her belt already — success- 
fully competed in this year’s 
London Marathon wheel- 
chair race, a mere eleven 
months after her spinal 
injury (BBC1). 

I enjoyed Casualty (BBC1) 
ten years ago but its spin-off 
Holby City (BBC1) is 
ridiculous — surgeons do 
heart transplants one minute 
and ingrown toenails the 
next. Having said that, they 
tackled an interesting 
storyline recently when Jean 
Boht’s son with Down’s 
syndrome (played marvel- 
lously by James Bell) was 
controversially chosen to 
receive a heart transplant 
over a young married 
woman. Nice try, but I’m 
afraid ER still does it for me. 

They say life imitates art. 
BBC1’s Diet or Die intro- 
duced Linda, an intelligent, 
articulate 41-year-old woman 
who hasn’t left her bedroom 
for the last five years because 
she weighs 40 stone. Contrast 
this sad story with ITV1’s 
showing of Eddie Murphy’s 
“comedy”, The Nutty 
Professor. What a pity Linda 
can’t have her DNA 
restructured like Professor 
Klump. When science fiction 
becomes science fact, let me 
know, will you? 


Jane Shepherd 


excellent 
very good 


good 
OK 


poor 


Exhibitions ga 


Martin Bruch 


oOo 


alk past Sadler’s 
Wells Theatre, one 
of London’s new 


accessible venues, and you 
will see a row of laminated 
photos stuck to the glass front 
wall. At first glance, they look 
like photos you chuck out 
when you get your film devel- 
oped— skewed shots of your 
foot, a bit of sky with half a 
surprised face taken by an 
enthusiastic three-year-old. 

In fact, they are the first in a 
series by Austrian artist Martin 
Bruch called Bruchlandungen — 
Crashlandings. In 1996, having 
fallen over, Bruch noticed the 
different perspective at ground 
level, and photographed it. 
Bruch, who has ms, falls a lot. 


It is a fascinating series that 


works through its cumulative 
effect. We see repeated shots of 
pavements, his legs, furniture, 
his scooter, bystanders. As the 
series progresses, a wheelchair 
replaces the scooter and 
“black” photos appear giving a 
time and place with no image, 
where we understand that the 
fall was more serious. We also 
get stories emerging from one 
day to the next. 

The strongest element for me 
is the people who appear, whose 
faces reveal something of the 
complexity of the situation. 
Falling over in public is a 
strangely intimate thing to do 
and potentially very undignified 
(believe me, I speak from 
experience). Although the falling 
over itself — to the initiated — 
often no more than a minor and 
very ordinary irritation, other 
people’s reaction can be both 


Panic Room 


sod 


avid Fincher’s Panic 
Room combines two 
staple Hollywood 


plots: one about a vulnerable 
female besieged in an empty 
house, and one about a group 
of crooks falling out with each 
other — Wait Until Dark meets 
Treasure of the Sierra Madre. 
Meg Altman (Jodie Foster), 
a divorcee with a teenage 
daughter, Sarah, buys a brown- 
stone house that belonged to 
an eccentric millionaire. The 
paranoid recluse installed a 
“panic room”, a fortified space 
for the house’s inhabitants to 


_{t0) nel fouto Work f 


 cavoless 


ee as Main 08 Hockley, Essex, SS5 4RG, nee 
Seetec is an equal opportunities employer _ oo 


determination. As an 
exhibition, this is an excellent 
testament to different 
perspectives and the day-to- 


misplaced and overwhelming. 
Also showing is Handbike 
Movie where we see the 
streets of Vienna as filmed 
by Bruch on his handbike 
with a movie camera strapped 
to his head. Again, the effect 
gradually builds to a complex 
picture of weakness and 
strength, vulnerability and 


day ordinariness of living with 
a disability. This is disability | 
art as it should be. 

Until 21 July at Sadler’s Wells, 
London. Tel: 020 7863 8000 
Adam Reynolds | 


her daughter will die. 

It’s great stuff: tautly 
plotted, full of unexpected 
developments and visually 
exciting. Fincher’s camera 
swoops about the house like a 


take refuge if anyone breaks 
into the house. But they 
don’t realise that he left 
several million dollars in a 
secret floor safe. 

The first night, thieves 
break in. Meg grabs Sarah and 
takes refuge (left). But the safe 
is in the panic room. The two 
women are under siege, and 
one of the intruders knows the 
room well: he built it “to keep 
out people like us”. 

Furthermore, Sarah is 
diabetic and, guess what, her 
insulin is outside the room. As 
Sarah starts to slip into coma, 
Meg knows that unless she 
makes a break for the drugs, 


raptor descending on its prey. 
The film has further 

disability interest because the 
previous owner was a 
wheelchair user. This has to be 
the first thriller making 
significant use of access 
features. And (read this and 
tremble), the reason the 
intruders know about the 
money is that one of them was 
the old man’s facilitator. 

Allan Sutherland 


Opening up 
the Tube! 


A new handy-sized 


Tube access guide 


How to plan a Tube journey 
avoiding stairs and escalators 


Tube access guide 
is now available 
to help you plan 
your journey 
avoiding stairs 
and escalators. 
For your free copy, 


contact Access & Mobility, 


Transport for London, 


Windsor House, 
42-50 Victoria Street, London SW1H OTL 
Telephone/Textphone: 020 7941 4600 
Email: access&mobility@tfl.gov.uk 
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he Hoening Copilot 3 is 

a tricycle-tandem with 

two wheels in the front, 
designed so that an active 
youngster can work off plenty 
of energy, while a watchful 
adult sits behind. The double 
front wheel allows the adult to 
steer and means that it handles 
much like an ordinary bicycle, 
without the awkwardness of a 
regular tandem. 

We tested the bike in 
London’s Dulwich Park, with 
the help of Frank Allen and his 
son Jordan (11). 

Jordan has a weak left side 
and mild learning disability 
after having surgery as a baby, 
but can be very active. “He 
tears round like anything,” 
said his father. “He has so 
much energy he wears me 
out.” 

Frank and Jordan are exactly 
the kind of partnership that 
this machine is designed for. 
The only adaptation required 
was a pedal strap to hold 
Jordan’s left foot. 

After trying it, Frank was 
full of praise. “It was fantastic. 
It’s great to have the safety of 
knowing you’re in charge, but 
seeing the kid having fun at the 
front as well. Jordan has so 
much power, he was pedalling 


Cycling can give you 
the boost you need, 
finds Allan Sutherland 
— it doesn't matter 
how old you are... 


| 
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The UK's leading supplier of disab 
_and fitness equipmen 


Passive Exercise Machines 
Multi Gyms for Wheelchairs 
Wheelchairs for Everyd 


a 
Wheelchairs for Sport Y (JAddress 


Handcycling Recreationaly 
Handcycling Competitively 
Off Road Disabled Vehicles 


Ea 


led 


[ |Name 


C) 


pore mobility 


Tel No. 


iness Park, Bassendale)Road, Bromborough’ CH62;3RE; a 
1 would like further Information of 


illin This Form NOW! 


disnow 


GRAHAM BOOL PHOTOGRAPHY 


The wheel world: Frank Allen and his son Jordan (top left) try out 
the Hoening Copilot 3 in Dulwich Park. Above, the only adaptation 
Jordan needed was a pedal strap for his foot. 


me along. He loved it.” 

Frank also praised the 
machine’s construction. “It’s 
solid, and it handles easily. It’s 
well-balanced, and sweet to 
ride. I’d buy it straight away if I 
could afford it. It would go on 
the back of my camper van — 
Pve got a big rack. We could 
take it down to Ramsgate when 
we visit relations and go out for 
a two or three mile ride.” 

As for Jordan, he didn’t say 
much, but his reluctance to 
get off spoke for itself. 

Thanks to Southwark 


Contact-a-Family and London 
Recumbents for helping to 
organise this test. 

The Hoening Copilot starts 

at £2,100. For more informa- 
tion, contact London 
Recumbents, Rangers Yard, 
Dulwich Park, College Road, 
London SE21 7BQ, tel/fax: 
020 8299 6636, email: 
recumbents@aol.com, website: 
www.londonrecumbents.co.uk 


You can find other cycling 
features by Allan Sutherland in 
DN March and October 2001. 
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keep rolling 


“ 


s we begin to get very 

old, most of us hope to 

j maintain our indepen- 
dence as long as possible,” says 
86-year-old John Hammond. 
“It is at this stage that the 
bicycle becomes a priceless 
asset, far more valuable than 
at any earlier period in one’s 
bite!” 

John has been cycling since 

he was 12. “In the 1930s I 
joined the Cyclists Touring 

Club. We used to meet at 8am 
every Sunday morning and ride 
80-100 miles. It was easier then, 

_ because there was less traffic.” 

But it was after retiring that 

| he really started cycling seri- 

‘ ously. “I’ve done more cycling 

. since I got older than I ever did 
when younger.” When he was 

( 67, John rode from Land’s End 

' to John O’Groats, a journey 

» which took 13 days. “That was 

one of the best holidays I’ve 

had in my life”. 

Despite “a slight stroke” 
two years ago, John still uses 
his bike as basic transport for 
tasks like shopping. 

Once a week he goes out 
with the “easy-riders” section 
of the Midweek Wayfarers, 
with seven octogenarians and 
two nonagenarians, including 
95-year-old Ron Beams, who 
rides a power-assisted recum- 
bent. “The younger chaps, the 
ones in their seventies, ride 


about forty miles,” says John. 
“T get the train down and join 
them for coffee, then ride back 
— about 25 miles.” 

92-year old Geoff Godber- 
Ford, of Wellington, Somerset 
is another cyclist who still rides 
with enthusiasm. “I used to 
average 9,000 to 14,000 miles 
aayeata ie says. 

These days, my legs 
are very painful and I cannot 
stand up without being held 
up. P've had a Pashley sprung- 
frame cycle made into a 
tricycle. I could only ride it 
on flat roads, so I have had a 
Heinzmann electric motor 
fitted on the front wheel. 
These are made in Austria and 
are very smooth and light. 

“T cycle to keep my thighs 
from withering away. Having 
to sit in an electric wheelchair 
all day, I must make myself 
use my legs. If I stand, even 
held, after about half a minute 
the pain from my feet to the 
bottom of my legs is indescrib- 
able and I shake all over. 

“Yet when I am 
pedalling on the trike I hardly 
get any pain. With the 
electric motor I keep pedalling 
all the time, even downhill, 
and can now ride about 
7mph uphill without 
assistance. | manage to ride 
about three miles four or five 
times a week.” 


CYCLE GUIDE 


The collapse last year of Open Road publishers threatened the 

_ end of Encycleopedia, their annual “guide to alternatives in 
cycling” and of the associated roadshows, where members of 
the public got the chance to try for themselves a range of non- 
standard bikes of various types. 
: Fortunately both have survived. Cocoa 2002 is due 
to appear in late May. £12. Contact Allan Davidson, 
Encycleopedia Ltd, PO Box 317, Stockport, Sk2 7YH. 
Website: www.encycleopedia.com 


London Recumbents 


londonrecumbents.co.uk recumbents@aol.com 


> Rangers Yard 
Dulwich Park 
London 
3SE21 7BQ 
020 8299 6636 


A complete range of cycles for people with special needs 


Compact base and front wheel drive 
for easy operation at home or in the 
workplace 

Comfort and stability outside even 
over rough or uneven ground 

Easy access through confined or 
narrow spaces 

Powered seat lift adjustment as 
standard 

Optional powered tilt, recline 

and footrest elevation, and choice 
of seats 


EVENTS 


The Bike Try-out Roadshows 
are now run by Company of 
Cyclists, who usually take 
around 35 bikes, including 
several multi-seat machines. 
Their bus also includes 

“a wheelchair-access audio- 
visual room”. Upcoming 
dates: Derby (31 May- 

1 June), Tunbridge Wells 

(8 June), Eastwood (9 June), 
Kingston Upon Thames (15 
June), Northern Ireland (15- 
16 June) Cambridge Cycling 
Festival (16 June), Belfast (17 
June) Bromley (17 June), 
Leeds (18 June), University of 
East Anglia (19 June), Poole 
(20 June), Stevenage (21 June), 
Liverpool Cycling Festival 
(21-22 June), Hereford (22 
June), Portsmouth (23 June), 
Ledbury (23 June) Whitley 
Bay (13-14 July), Rutland 
(20-27 July), Bedford 

(21 July), Stockton on Tees 
(21 July), Watford 

(14 August), Ellesmere Port 
(18 August), St. Albans (26 
August), Coventry (21 Sept), 
and Croydon (21-22 Sept). 
Shows run 10am- 6pm, but 
check details. Company of 
Cyclists, 7 Coda Avenue, 
York, YO23 2SE. Tel: 01904 
778080/778963. Email: 
jm@compofcyclists.demon.co. 
uk, website: www.company 
ofcyclists.com 


“IT’S ALL SO 
EASY NOW" 


The Euroflex Compact electric 
wheelchair helps you get on top 
of those everyday difficulties 


For full information call 


FREEPHONE 0500 618008 


or write to: 


RAINBOW 
REHAB 


RAINBOW REHAB (Dept DN) 
FREEPOST, The Coach House, 134 Purewell 
Christchurch, Dorset BH23 1BR 
www.rainbow-rehab.co.uk 
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22 Advice 


George Pulman QC has some solid advice 
for avoiding the pitfalls that occur when 
claiming accident damages 


om, 35, ran a successful 

DIY and timber yard 

business. It gave him 
and his partner a good income. 
They could afford foreign 
holidays and he had bought 
one luxury: a high powered 
motor bike. 

Riding home one day, a car 
did a U-turn in front of Tom. 
The collision was unavoidable. 
Tom suffered bad injuries. 

He made a good recovery 
from the bone injuries, and was 
back at work after about eight 
weeks. But he was a different 
man. He suffered post-traum- 
atic stress disorder with blinding 
headaches and memory loss, 
which led to depression. 

Despite overwhelming 
evidence, the other driver’s 
insurance company continued 
to deny liability — for five years. 
They said it was Tom’s fault. 
Because of the depression, his 
business went down hill and he 
had to sell up. He used the 
money for holidays, to try to 
save his marriage, which failed, 
and for re-training abroad. 

Tom claimed damages for 
physical and mental injury, loss 
of income and marital break- 
down. But there were problems. 


1. The insurance company 
instructed a famous psychia- 
trist, who argued that the 
physical and mental effects 
of the accidents had ended 
within six months. Everything 
else (the loss of the business, 
the depression, the break up 
of the marriage) would have 
happened in any event, he 
said, so there could be no 
damages for any of these. 
Under cross-examination, it 
was shown that the psychia- 
trist’s “opinion” was unsup- 
ported by any of the medical 
notes taken at the time, or by 
any other doctor. 

Don’t be frightened by the 
insurance company doctor — 
he can be shown to be wrong. 


2. Tom’s business was a cash 
business and some cash did not 
get into the accounts. So, on 
paper, Tom appeared to be 
earning at a modest rate, and 
his tax bill was low. But if he 
had said at the damages hear- 
ing before the judge: 
actually earning a lot more that 
didn’t get into the accounts”, 
the insurance company would 
have accused him of defrauding 


“T was 


It could be you: in 2000, 605 Se Ee tial were killed ae over 27,000 were Roa The pes for 
Transport, Local Government and the Regions launched a motorcycle safety campaign in May. 


the Inland Revenue. 

Limit your claim for loss of 
earnings to what you declared 
for income tax and you will not 
have to pay a lot of back tax. 
But it will mean that your 
claim is lower. 


3. It is often claimed that one 
cannot be awarded “damages 
for divorce”. That applies only 
to cash settlements, and it relies 
on an old case. 

Substantial damages can be 
awarded for loss of enjoyment, 
for loss of happiness, for no 
longer being with your children 
and having to live alone. 


fa A eS Sa 


duly 12th 
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birmingham 


@ the disability sports show 


13th 14th 2002. 
H OTLtIWN E 


0870 333 1277 


(és in advance, £6.50 on the door. Group discounts available) 
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Proof against failure 


4. Due to delay by Tom’s solici- 
tor, the case took so long to get 
to court that Tom’s depression 
was prolonged. Fortunately for 
Tom, the insurance company 
did not know about a case 
which said that: “Delay caused 
by the claimant’s solicitors is 
not delay caused by the original 
defendant who was negligent”. 
In other words, damages for the 
continuing depression would 
not have been the responsibility 
of the defendants, but of Tom’s 
solicitors. This would have 
meant a new negligence claim — 
against his own solicitors. 

If your solicitor delayed 
proceedings, don’t try to blame 
the other side. It may come 
back on you. 


5. Tom got his damages, but 
he had run up a lot of debts, 
enough to eat up all the money. 
The damages included money 
for immediate private cognitive 
behaviour therapy because 

the alternative would have 
been a two-year wait for 

NHS treatment. 

A special Personal Injury Trust 
was set up into which all the 
damages were paid. This 
ensured that the money for 
private medical treatment was 


NOGNO7 YOs LYOdSNVYL 


ring-fenced. Tom also 
continued to receive state 
benefits which would otherwise 
have been stopped because he 
had exceeded his capital limit. 


People with disabilities 
have a harder struggle to get 
damages, and the legal issues 
are not always straightforward, 
either. Even so, claims for 
damages are won on evidence, 
and insurance companies 
cannot defeat good evidence 
from respected expert 
witnesses. But getting that 
evidence requires specialist 
knowledge. 


George Pulman QC: “Don’t be 
frightened by the insurance 
company doctor — he can be 
shown to be wrong.” 


11 Woodcock Hill, Harrow, HAS OXP 


Tel: 020 8907 2400 Fax: 020 8909 1354 


Website: Way a ee co.uk 


Em ail: holidaya@canbedone.co.uk 


OUR LATEST COACH TOUR OFFER 


TRANSFERS 
7 NIGHTS 


Volunteering 23 


Three cheers for volunteers 


Why do people give 
up their time for 
free? Dan Batten 
talks to three 


volunteers to find out 


which reads: “Hard work, 

possibly involving evenings 
and weekends. No holiday pay. 

' Salary: expenses only”. 

This is not many people’s 
idea of a dream job. But lots of 
people accept similar working 
conditions when they become a 
volunteer. Though the financial 
rewards are non-existent, the 

| personal ones are attractive. 

So how do you get involved? 
Firstly, consider your skills and 
who would benefit from them. 

If you want to develop skills 

» you can use later in a paid job, 
make sure the place you choose 
will let you do so. 

You also need to know how 
much time you want to give. As 
you are not signing a contract, 
you aren’t obliged to work a set 
number of hours, and you 


f magine looking at a job ad 


Hands-on experience: volunteer Linsey Truss hopes her work at charity Sense will lead to a paid job 


She isn’t afraid to do this on 
a big stage either, speaking at 
Sense conferences. 

Linsey, 23, works one day a 
week at Sense’s head office, 
where she does admin work. 

She is also youth 
representative for Usher UK, 
where she arranges social 
events for young people with 


‘| like to share my personal knowledge of Usher and 
help others learn to live with and understand it’ 


could do as little as an hour or 
two a month. Some charities, 
such as Mencap, have online 
volunteer application forms. 

An organisation will want 
to meet you to find out a few 
things, including why you 
want to volunteer for them, 
your skills and what you hope 
to gain. This is a good 
opportunity for you to ask 
questions. It’s also a good idea 
to meet the people you’d be 
working with. 

Linsey Truss works as a 
volunteer for deafblind charity 
Sense. Linsey, who has Usher 
syndrome, says: “I like to share 
my personal knowledge of 
Usher and help others learn to 
live with and understand it.” 


Usher, and helps at horse- 
riding sessions for young 
people with disabilities at 
stables in Chingford. 

“T help staff to communicate 
with people who sign and ’'m 
teaching them some basic sign 
language,” says Linsey. 

She also helps out at a 
five-a-side football team for 
deaf people. But Sense is where 
Linsey’s heart lies, and she 
hopes her volunteering will 
lead to a paid job there. 

This wish came true for 
Roger Searle. Roger, 54, has 
a history of mental health 
problems and was made 
redundant from his job as 
an architect for London 
Underground when he became 


ill. Roger was helped by a 
disability employment adviser 
to retrain as a graphics 
assistant. He enrolled on a 
course, which found him a 
placement with Scope, and 
after a stint as a volunteer, 
Roger was offered three days a 
week paid work with the 
charity’s creative services team. 

“My job involves redesigning 
brochures that are outdated, 
scanning photos and looking 
after an ever growing photo 
library,” says Roger. 

He helps set up exhibitions 
and has used his architectural 


knowledge to make areas of 
Scope offices more comfortable 
places to work. He also came 
up with a concept for a tube 
map showing all the stations 
accessible to wheelchair users. 

“T enjoy the company in the 
office and am glad to be out 
and about and doing things of 
a technical nature,” he says. 

He has still got the volunteer 
bug, though, and is considering 
offering his services to a local 
Buddhist temple. 

Although lots of people give 
their time close to home, there 
are chances to volunteer 


abroad. Richard O” Brien, 38, 
decided to pack his bags 

and become a volunteer for 
VSO. He is now a primary 
school inspector who teaches 
children with special needs 

in Buriram Province, North 
East Thailand. 

Richard, who has shortened 
arms, taught for ten years in 
London and initially didn’t 
think he was VSO material. 

It conjured up “images of 
twenty-something young men 
and women working in a 
remote part of Africa”. But 
at pre-departure courses he 
discovered he was one of the 
youngest there. 

His experiences as a disabled 
teacher in Thailand are very 
different to those he had in 
England. “In Thailand there is 
a feeling of genuine amazement 
that a disabled person can 
write, feed himself, etc.” 

He realises he can’t change 
the world, but wants to do 
his bit. 

“Thailand is starting to 
integrate disabled children and 
I hope my experience of the 
British education system can 
help,” he says. 

As our volunteers show, your 
know-how could fill a gap in 
someone’s life and open some 
new doors in yours. 

So go on, be a volunteer and 
spread some good cheer. 


“IT’S MADE 
THE WORLD 

OF DIFFERENCE 
TO MY LIFE" 


The Miniflex Powerchair introduces 
a new sense of independence and 
mobility around your home. 


Compact size and tight 

turning circle 

Standard electric seat elevation 
aids high reach 

Front wheel drive for easy 
operation 


Easy access in and out of 


The National Association of Volunteer Bureaux, 

tel: 0121 633 4555, WWW.NAVD.OT UI annem 
The National Centre for Volunteering offers advice for 
anyone wanting to become a volunteer and publishes 
TimeGuide, a free publication with ideas and contacts, tel: 
020 7520 8900, website: www.volunteering.org.uk. For a 


copy of TimeGuide, send an A5 envelope with 33p postage 


the chair 
Optional comfort seating and 
extras to suit personal needs 


For full. information call: 


FREEPHONE 
0500 618008 


or write to: 


Skill have published /nto Volunteering: Positive Experiences 
of Disabled People, which carries case studies of disabled 
volunteers and advice. Free to disabled people, tel: 020 
Ue? UI Os 0), Se Sa ee eee ee 
VSO enquiries team, tel: 020 8780 7500. To speak with a 
working VSO volunteer, tel: 0845 603 0027, weekdays 


6-9pm, website: www.vso.org.uk 


RAINBOW REHAB (Dept DN) 
FREEPOST, The Coach House, 134 Purewell 
Christchurch, Dorset BH23 1BR 
www.rainbow-rehab.co.uk 
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24 Share your problems 


dl 
ILLUSTRATION BY CLARE CURTIS 


Working it out 

= a serious motorbike 
accident two years ago. I have 

been in and out of hospital 

since then and have spent time 

coming to terms with my 

paraplegia. 

Now I am ready to think 
about getting work. The trouble 
is, | was a mechanic and will 
hardly be able to crawl around 
under cars any more. 

John, Liverpool 
What is really important is that 
you decide what skill you want 
and then find the training. Get 
advice from the Spinal Injuries 
Association, who can put you 
in touch with people who have 


Diabetes UK, Quebec House, Castlebridge, 
Cowbridge Road East, Cardiff CF11 9AB, tel: 
029 2066 8276, website: www.diabetes.org.uk 
The impotence Association, PO Box 10296, 
London SW17 QWH,, tel: 020 8767 7791. 
Jobseeker Direct, tel: 0845 606 0234, 
minicom: 0845 605 5255, website: 


www.jobcentreplus.gov.uk 


We believe that these wheelchairs are simply the lightest range of rigid 
frame wheelchairs in the UK today - Try one for a day with no obligation. 


GBL 


Sole UK Distributor - 11£ WHEELCHAIR 
WAREHOUSE = 
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Dear Ann 


@ love and loneliness 
e@ bereavement 

@ personal problems 
e@ advice and support 


Ann Darnbrough, who is disabled 
herself, is co-author of the Directory 
for Disabled People and other guides. 
Write to her at Disability Now, 

6 Market Road, London N7 9PW 

or email your problem to 
editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


been in a similar position. 

Jobcentres haven’t always 
had a very good image. But the 
new Jobcentre Plus offices 
should provide a more effective 
service. 

Disability employment 
advisers can provide advice and 
support even after you get a 
job. Other services include 
Jobseeker Direct, where 
advisers will search a job 
database for you, and there is a 
website where you can search 
for yourself. 

DN April had a 12-page 
supplement on employment. 
Take a look at that to get more 
information and contacts. 


Overcoming fear 
Ni y 25-year-old daughter 
suffers from agoraphobia 
(fear of open spaces). For a 
long time, we tried to pretend 
that it was just a passing phase 
and did everything to 
encourage her to come out 
with us. But she just could not 
manage it and suffered awful 
panic attacks. 

Her doctor prescribed 
tranquillisers and anti- 
depressants, but she didn’t 
want to take drugs. Now we 
don’t know where to turn. 

Mavis, Eastbourne 
Certainly, phobias can result in 
very disabling conditions which 


Spinal Injuries Association, 

76 St James’s Lane, London N10 3DF, 
tel: 020 8444 2121. 

SPOD, 286 Camden Road, London N7 OB4, tel: 
020 7607 9191, Tues and Thurs 11am-2pm. 
Triumph over Phobia, PO Box 1831, 

Bath BA2 4YW, tel: 01225 330353, website: 


www.triumphoverphobia.com 


Introducing 


@ Affordable Qua 


ee 


pan 


ity 
@ Performance for the young and not so young, 
@ Suits a Wide Range of Disabilities. 

m @ @ Designed fo Maximise your Independence. 
mimes © Compact Design - Fits most cars easi 
Bae 8 @ Many Unique Features, 


V, 


Mr Right will turn up 


y boyfriend and I have broken up and I am so depressed 
I don’t know what to do. I really did think he was going to 


be my life partner. 


I feel so miserable I can’t even think of having another 
relationship. That would probably go wrong too. 


Amy, Glasgow 


It is the most natural thing in the world to feel depressed when 
fate hurls a rock at us. Get up and show yourself (and anyone 
else in sight) that you are not beaten. Don’t blame yourself. He 
clearly wasn’t the right guy for you and you are so lucky that you 


have found out early on. 


Now’s the time to look for new friendships and those you may 
have neglected while you were in an intense relationship. 

Believe me, the right man will come along, probably when you 
least expect it, but you must get out and about or you will never 


find him or enjoy your life. 


can last for many years, even 
life. It is said that one in ten 
people in the UK has some 
kind of phobia. 

I do not know them 
personally, but I have been 
hearing about Triumph Over 
Phobia (TOP UK), who claim 
considerable success. They are 
partially funded by the 
Department of Health. 

TOP UK is setting up a 
national network of self-help 
groups for adults, run by 
trained volunteers, most of 
whom have themselves 
overcome a problem with a 
phobia or an obsessive 
compulsive disorder (OCD). 
Group members learn self-care 
in the management of their 
phobia or OCD. They follow a 
graded self-exposure method as 
explained in the book Living in 
Fear by Professor Isaac Marks 
of Imperial College. 

I recommend you get hold of 
TOP UK’s information pack, 
which includes details of local 


thera 


‘the’ superlight. 


For those days when lifting and pushing a chair is just hard work! 


Freephone - 0500 380480. 
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groups, and consider buying 
the book. No drugs are 
recommended. The average 
recovery time is said to be five 
months. 


Will | have sex again? 
[7 46 and was born with 
spina bifida. Now I also have 
diabetes, which at present is 
controlled by tablets and diet. 

I am unable to have a com- 
plete erection and my doctor 
says this is caused by the dia- 
betes. He gave me viagra, but 
this did not help at all and, in 
fact, gave me a nasty itching on 
my arms and torso. 

I feel I will never be able to 
have sex again. 

Phillip, Glamorgan 
I suggest you contact Diabetes 
UK. They are familiar with this 
problem and have publications 
that you might find useful. 

As [understand it, the 
problem is caused by the effect 
of diabetes on nerve endings, 
and your GP may consider 
referral to a nerve specialist. 

Some men can get implants. 
Find out more by getting in 
touch with SPOD (The 
Association to Aid the Sexual 
and Personal Relationships of 
People with a Disability). 

You could also contact the 
Impotence Association. 


DN’s telephone counsellor 
Lin Berwick gives disabled 
people and carers advice and 
support on personal and 
spiritual problems. Disabled 
herself, Lin is a psycho- 
therapeutic counsellor and 
Methodist local preacher, 
with a postgraduate diploma 
in homeopathic medicine. 

If you have something you 
need to discuss in 
confidence, talk to her on 
Mondays 6pm-10pm and 
Thursdays Ipm-Spm, 

tel: 01787 882111. 


Bright ideas 25 


Dan Batten is never at a loss for words 
when it comes to the latest equipment 


o you get aches and pains when 
D you’re out and feel powerless to 

do anything about them? Try a 
pocket massager and soothe those dis- 
comforts away. The tiny massager ¢ 
fits onto your finger, which means ol 
you can Carry it in your pocket or 
bag. It offers pinpoint control to 
make sure the vibrations hit the 
right spot. £14.99 from Boys Stuff, tel: } 
0870 745 2000, www.boysstuff.co. tl 


.arents with toddlers who want something a bit more 

powcte ‘contemporary than an old fashioned buggy should check 

fi out the new streamlined Eco Buggy from Otto Bock. The 
buggy has a sturdy but lightweight aluminium frame and can carry 
a child who weighs up to 50kg (that’s 110Ibs in old money). 

It has an umbrella-style folding mechanism and a reinforced 
back and backrest allowing the seat to extend and offer more 
legroom as the child grows. It also comes with a lap belt and 
folding shopping basket. £299. 

Tel: 01784 744900, www.ottobock.co.uk 


J f you have an existing 

® medical condition, it 

Mi could be a smart move to 
wear a MedicAlert bracelet 
or necklet. These carry 
details of the wearer’s main 
medical condition, a 
personal ID number and a 
24-hour phone number with 
details of hospital bed avail- 
ability throughout the home 
counties. Members also 
carry a plastic membership 
card which holds their med- 
ical details. Prices start from 
£19.95, with a £10 annual 
fee, tel: 0800 581420, 
www.medicalert.org.uk 


in a luminous light pull. The light bulb shaped handle charges 


=} E:: have trouble finding the light cord when it’s dark? Then invest 


itself up on daylight and then glows throughout the dark wee 
small hours, helping you to find your way to the light cord. It also gives 
off a comforting glow for young ones who want to avoid those monsters 
at night! £12.95, tel: 0870 241 1066, www.ivantoneofthose.com 


eed help keeping 
clean while eating, 
but hate wearing 


towels or bibs? A waistcoat 
or blouse bib from Special 
Care Products may be just 
what you need. The waist- 
coat comes in a paisley pat- 
tern while the blouse is navy 
with a white lace collar. 
You can choose from three 
absorbency levels and the 
bibs can be machine-washed 
and tumble dried. There 

is also the mealtime protec- 
tor with tuck-in knee flaps 
for wheelchair users. 


\ 


Heard of any gadgets, devices or 
equipment that others could find 
helpful? Send your ideas to Dan 
Batten at DN, tel: 020 7619 7323, 
e-mail: editor@disabilitynow. org.uk 


PUNCTURE FREE TYRES FOR SCOOTER AND 
ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIRS NEW FROM 
URATHON EUROPE Ltd 


hinking of replacing 

your existing ceiling 

hoist with a newer 
model? Consider the new 
GH2 model from Guldmann. 
At 8.7kg, it can lift up to 
200kg and performs up to 100 
lifts from one battery charge. 
Also displays information on 
battery life and when the 
hoist is due for a service. 
From £1,600, tel: 01752 
517106, www.guldmann.com 


BAMBACH 


SEATING 
SOLUTIONS 


Improving quality of life for 
people with Cerebral ey 


The Bambach Saddle Seat® offers Pig to the spine 


freedom of movement to the user's shoulders. Fort 
‘and other reasons the Bambach Saddle Seat is prc 


improve the mobility of many es 

now forced, to slump in uncomfortable. 7 

make movement difficult. He commented 

their posture allows them freedom to’ move, ‘and | y the 
comes more capability d aaa nee ees nd 
self-esteem." 


Prices start at £7.99. 
tel: 01293 775800, 


www.specialcareproducts.com 


nyone who uses a 

headpointer or 

mouthstick to access 
their computer should check 
out the new headpointer hel- 
met from beandesign. 
Designed in conjunction 
with head-painter Carl 
Barton, the aluminium hel- 
met weighs just 120gms, 
keeping your face free while 
using your headpointer or 
mouthstick. The helmet can 
also be used to turn book 
pages and has a slot to hold 
a paintbrush if you fancy 
dashing off a quick Monet 
copy. £146 from beandesign, 
tel: 01865 429782, 
www2.bean-design.co.uk 


youn Jordan Pedley, 14.1 from Stafford, is.0 


"Dog tired of tyre problems?" 
Urathon introduce into the UK an American manufactured 


polyurethane tyre for electric scooters and powered wheelchairs. 


Satisfaction Guaranteed! 


Urathon polyurethane tyres will NEVER let you 
down NO flat spotting NO tyre degradation. 
Ride characteristic and rolling resistance 
equivalent to a rubber tyre BUT with a longer 
life NO moisture retention. They will NEVER 


youngster whose life has been transformed. Jordan h Ss. 
cerebral nied and has been a wheelchair user Hee his | life 


mark your floor like rubber tyres. Weight ratio is 
similar to pneumatic tyre and inner tube. 


Try the solution yourself 
eee  \ FREE 14 DAY TRIAL 
“N . Call now:0800 581 108 


A tried and tested product now in use by one of the 
leading European manufacturers of Electric 
Wheelchairs and Scooters 


Contact your dealer or speak to Urathon on 
01249 760581 or visit their website at 
www.urathon.com for a complete product list 
of flat free tyre, wheels, castors, etc. 


Tyre sizes 


300-4 (260 x 85) 


3AMBACH® 


SADDLE. SEAT 


SOLUTIONS IN 
TECHNOLOGY 
Bambach Saddle Seat (Europe) Ltd, 


Unit A2 The. Seedbed Centre, 
a Langston Road, Loughton, Essex IG10 3TQ 
a = E-mail: bambach.europe @virgin.net 


Rim fits avaliable for 12.5 x 2.25 


26-28mm 30-32mm 32-34mm 40-42mm All major credit cards accepted 


Go out and enjoy the outdoors, with no fear of ever being 
stranded when Urathon flat free tyres are fitted. 


Full refund if not entirely satisfied, if goods are returned in saleable condition within 7 days. 


Goods in stock delivered within 28 days. 
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26 Take a break 


N marks June’s Golden Jubilee Weekend with a 
right royal test on some of the highlights of the 


Queen’s 50-year reign. 
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Get | more ‘ cna and call our hotline: 01454 642444 


FREE DN Polo shirt for 
every new subscriber!* 


Simply fill out the form here and send with your 
payment to our FREEPOST address below and 
we will send you one of our quality polo shirts, 

j in either red or white. Please state which colour 
and size you would like. In addition to cheques 
and postal ordes, we now accept Switch and 
credit cards, which means you can subscribe on 
our hotline with no fuss. 


Callers must quote PS to receive the gift. 


MORE GOOD NEWS! 


Are you on a means-tested benefit? If so, you can 


subscribe to DN at no cost! Simply attach proof 


of entitlememt to this form (documentation 


showing name of claimant and benefit type). 


Benefits accepted: income support, housing 


benefit, council tax exemption, disabled person’s 


tax credit, job seeker's allowance. 


For more information, call our HOTLINE. 


Disability Now Subscriptions, FREEPOST 
LON18316, Patchway, Bristol BS32 02Z 


NB The free gift offer is subject to availability. 
We cannot offer the gift to free or renewing subscribers. 


disabilitynow June 2002 


P= wee 


DNO6/02 I 


I Card No.; O00) 000000 000008 000 


I 

I 

y | authorise you to charge my Visa [_] Mastercard {_] Switch _] y 
I 

Issue No. (Switch only) (_] ; 


I Valid from: _J_J/LJ_ expiry date: J /L 1) I 
I I 
I Signature: Date: , 
, Cheques payable to Disability Now. Send to address see below left. ! 
I T-Shirt Colour: Red {_] White [_] I 
T-shirt Size: aa) XL] , 
j Those on means-tested benefits FREE See details on left 
I Individual at home address 1 year £18 O | 
I 2yeas £35 © I 
. Professional/organisation lyear £28 ©O 
, 2years £53 CE i 
y Europe Vyear /) “£3300 a 
I Rest of world Dyear! Se35"Oyt 
I Multiple copy rates available on request. I 
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ACROSS 
1953 — Hillary and Tenzing conquered it just before the Queen’s 
coronation (5,7) 

1956 — Egyptian ruler who nationalised the Suez Canal (6) 
. 1974- Disposable, lightweight, plastic ones were invented in 
Boston (6) 
. 1984— Hundreds died when poison ___ 
outside Bhopal in India (3) 
. 1984 — He won four gold medals at the Los Angeles Olympics (5) 
. 1973 — Tax introduced to Britain (3) 
. 1969 — Biafra’s attempts to secede from this country led to awful 
starvation (7) 
. 1993 — The Grand National was abandoned but Commander In 
Chief won this race (5) 
. 1991 — His troops were expelled from Kuwait (6,7) 
. 2000 — These celebrations included the opening of The Millennium 
Dome (3,4) 
. 1988 — The 


escaped from a plant 


Verses was published, Salman Rushdie’s book 


which led to a death sentence being imposed by Ayatollah 
Khomeini (7) 
. 1987 — Gorbachev’s policy of political openness and accountability (8) 
Digital, the company which reneged on its football 


002 
deal (3) 

. 1996 — Sporting legend who lit the Olympic Flame at the Atlanta 
Olympics (3) 

. 1998 — The Good Friday Agreement led to a new ___ 
Ireland politics (3) 

. 1952 to 2002 — She has reigned throughout this period (5) 

. 1975 — Creature that caused terror in the year’s biggest movie, 
Jaws (5) 

. 1958 — 17-year-old Pelé played for this World Cup-winning team (6) 

. 1980 — He was shot dead by Mark Chapman in New York (6) 

.1999-____— A Knockout, the cult programme resurrected by 
Channel 5 (3) 

. 1985 — Bob Geldof’s concert to benefit Ethiopia’s famine victims (4,3) 

. 1982 — Britain succeeded in this war against Argentina (9) 

. 1997 — Where Tyson bit Holyfield (3) 

. 1994 — The Queen and President Mitterand opened this Channel 
link (6) 

. 1972 — Korbut, the gymnastics heroine of the Munich Olympics (4) 

. 1986 — He met Gorbachev in Reykjavik to discuss nuclear arms 
limitation (6) 

. 1961 — USSR won this race when Yuri Gagarin made a complete 
circuit of the Earth in Vostok I (5) 


DON 
1966 — He lifted the World Cup for England (5) 
. 1952-—US politician who wept on television, denying that he had 
embezzled Republican Party funds (5) 
. 1955 — Theory of Relativity physicist who died in April (8) 
4. 1959— American-born sculptor who died, having done his major 
work in England (7) 
. 1957 —British Prime Minister who resigned after the Suez Crisis (4) 
. 1983 — Caribbean island invaded by US troops (7) 
. 1992 —He replaced Neil Kinnock as Labour leader (5) 
. 1960 — With the birth of Prince Andrew, the Duke of Edinburgh 
became one for the third time (3) 
. 1967 — Israel’s decisive victory over its Arab neighbours (3,3,3) 
. 1979 — After the overthrow of the Shah, Ayatollah Khomeini 
returned to this Iranian city in triumph (7) 
. 1954 — British athlete who broke the four-minute mile (9) 
. 1990 — Daniel Day-Lewis won a Best Actor one for his 
performance in My Left Foot (5) 
. 1981 — Derby winner who later disappeared in mysterious 
circumstances (7) 
21. 1965 — This country unilaterally declared independence from Great 
Britain (8) 
. 1989 — The massacre at Tiananmen Square was symbolized in a 
photograph featuring a student confronting this vehicle (4) 
. 1977 — Carrie, female star of the year’s blockbuster film Star Wars (6) 
. 1976 — The biggest pop band since The Beatles, their 1976 hits 
were Dancing Queen, Fernando and Money Money Money (4) 
. 1964 — Mini-skirt pioneer of Swinging Sixties London (5) 
. 1970 — Royal princess who became President of Save The Children 
Fund (4) 
. 1963 — His assassination in Dallas stunned the world (7) 
. 1962 — First commercially developed satellite, launched into orbit 
in July (7) 
. 1995 — Country condemned for nuclear testing in the South Pacific (6) 
. 2001 — He was elected Prime Minister of Israel (6) 
. 1971 — Connery, who made his second-last appearance as James 
Bond in Diamonds Are Forever (4) 
. 1978 — US Pioneer probe went into orbit around this planet (5) 
. 2002 — The Pyramid , venue for the Tyson—Lewis boxing 
showdown in June (5) 
. 1968 — Civil Rights leader assassinated in April (4) 


in Northern 


CROSSWORD SPONSORED BY 
Creating opportunities with disabled people 
LEONARD CHESHIRES” 


CANDID DAN IS INDISPOSED THIS MONTH THROUGH LACK OF SPACE 


CROSSWORD BY JIM MCLAREN 
ILLUSTRATION BY VALERIE BARR 
ANSWERS ON PAGE 28 


¢What’son 
The Manchester Disabled 
Lesbians Group will hold a 
cartooning workshop, 22-23 
July, in Manchester. The aim 
is to produce humorous and 
challenging images on life as 
a disabled lesbian. The 
images produced will be 
printed later and distributed 
as posters and postcards in 
the North West to highlight 
discrimination. Contact the 
Lesbian Community Project, 
tel: 0161 273 7128, email: 
mail@manchesterlcp.org.uk 


Hearing Dogs for Deaf 
People will hold a celebra- 
tion open day to mark their 
20th anniversary, 16 June, at 
The Grange, Wycombe 
Road, Saunderton, 
Buckinghamshire. Events 
will include a have-a-go 
field, where dogs can take 
part in agility and speed tests 
and an obstacle course. 
Humans can watch line- 
dancing dogs or the Flying 
Gunners motorcycle display 
team. Entrance is £4 for 
adults and £1 for children. 
Tel: 01844 348100. 


The Down’s Syndrome 
Association will hold a 
conference, Dementia and 
People with Down’s 
Syndrome at Jury’s Bristol 
Hotel, Prince Street, Bristol, 
10am-3pm, 17 June. It will 


look at what dementia is, the | 


role of the care worker in 


diagnosis and carers’ experi- | 


ences, as well as strategies 
for supporting someone 
with dementia. There will 
also be an overview of cur- 
rent research into dementia. 
£40 professionals, £10 car- 
ers. Contact Rachel Pike, 
tel: 0117 317 9598, email: 
rpike@dsasouthwest.org.uk 


1 Voice-Communicating 
Together, a charity offering 
support and networking 
opportunities for children 
and families who use com- 
munication aids, will hold a 
family fun day, 11 August, at 
Holthorpe Hall, Leicester. 
Visitors will be able to enjoy 
a wide range of entertain- 
ment, explore Holthorpe 
Hall and its gardens, and 
have a barbecue lunch. 
Tickets cost £12 for adults 
and £6 for children. 
Accommodation is also 
available. Tel: 0845 330 7862. 


e Website 


Motortradedirectory.com 
lets you book your car in for 


repairs online. It has details 

of dealers and service agents 
across the country, who will 

confirm your booking with- 
in 24 hours. 
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¢ Awards 


Mental Health Media is seeking nominations for this year’s 


Mental Health Media Awards. The awards aim to promote | lished the 2002-3 Directory of Services For Deaf and Hard of 
recognition of outstanding coverage of mental health issues. 
This year, there is a new category for best mental health story- 
line in a soap or drama. To nominate a programme by 1 July, 
tel: 020 7700 8171 or email: awards@mhmedia.com 


Hearing People. Among other things, the guide includes details 


of hearing therapists, audiology clinics and residential services. 
| £34.99, tel: 0808 808 0123, textphone: 0808 808 9000. 


The Royal National Institute for the Blind (R NIB) has published 
¢ Fundraising two information sheets on physiotherapy. Physiotherapy as a 

: : au | Career gives advices on how to become a therapist, while 
Sense, the deafblind charity, is organising Challenge Costa Rica, | Physiotherapy Support Service gives details of the RNIB’s own 
22 February-3 March 2003, a 300km cycle ride. For details, support service for blind or visually impaired people training to 
tel: 020 7272 7774, website: www.sense.org.uk/challenges be a physio. Contact Jane Owen Hutchinson, tel: 020 8223 4950. | 


THE NEW 
“VIVA" 
STATE OF 
ce RILBARI 
rallbody | THERAPEUTIC 
EXERCISER 


240 VOLT MACHINES FOR LOWER 
AND UPPER BODY THERAPY. 


UNIQUE ANTI SPASM CONTROL ENSURES SAFE AND 
GENTLE CONTINUOUS PASSIVE MOTION. 


Can also be used as active trainer using your own muscle power. 
Handset operates at variable speeds and resistance to encourage 
progress and provides bio-feedback with a digital display. 
Designed specifically for M.S. and C.P. patients 
and used extensively Worldwide for 
Rehabilitation and Physiotherapy. 
SUITABLE FOR 


¢ multiple sclerosis ° ‘stroke’ patients 


® paralysis (paraplegia and ¢ non-inflammatory illness of 
tetraplegia) the peripheral nerves 


* spastic and rheumatic illnesses (polyneuropathy) 

¢ blood circulation disorders * insufficient physical exercise 
(prophylaxis of thrombosis) * oedemas 

¢ Parkinson's disease * osteoporosis 

e muscular dystrophy ¢ stiffness of the joints 

¢ arthrosis 


SOLE UK IMPORTER 


TAKE POSITIVE ACTION TO HELP YOUR CIRCULATORY PROBLEMS. 
AND IMPROVE THE FLEXIBILITY OF YOUR JOINTS | 


; 
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7, TALKING NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION OF THE UK 


iy TA TALKING 
WSPAPERS 


Op 


This box contains important information 


The problem is - 


. you can’t see anything in the box! 


Sut you can see what follows and that gives you an immediate advantage over nearly 1.7 million 
individuals in this country for whom, to all intents and purposes, this advertisement and, indeed, 


wham the regular flow of news, taken for granted by the rest of us, is simply not there. 


However, help is at hand through the network of local Talking Newspapers and the National 


ihe rest of the magazine, is as empty as the box. These are blind and partially-sighted people for 


Service. Together they provide audio tape versions of approximately 1100 local papers along 
| with more than 200 national publications. The National Service also provides material in 


electronic format. 


For more information contact: 


| TNAUK, National Recording Centre, Heathfield, East Sussex TN21 8DB 
Telephone: 01435 866102 Website: www.tnauk.org.uk Email: info@tnauk.org.uk 
| Registered Charity 293656 


MALE, AGED 45, Sft 7", dark hair, visually 
impaired, seeks female between 35 and 
47. Interests are socialising, eg pubs and 
restaurants, ceramics and art. I live in 
East London and am willing to travel for 
a meeting. Correspondence preferably by 
tape cassette or Braille. Box no: 166 


MALE, TALL, GOOD looking, partially 
sighted, 48 years old looking for a woman, 
28-48. Interests are ballroom dancing, 
cinema and theatre. I enjoy pubs and 
eating out. Carshalton, Surrey. Box no: 167 
MALE CIVIL SERVANT, 37. Interests 
include rugby, cinema and sci fi. Own 
Have 


- now controlled. 


home and car. suffered 


anxiety ‘dep yression 
Wltm lady, 
ship. ¢ ardiff Dave. B ox no: 168 


25-40 for friendship/relation- 


FEMALE, LATE 30S, single, gsoh and 
sregarious seeks males for friendship. 
Hobbies include cinema, music, holidays, 
T 


lining out and computers. I also have a 


disability. Box no: 169 


ATTRACTIVE EXOTIC FEMALE 


lark hair, dark eyes, tanned complexion, 


» 25, with 


mrinca to aw 


i. Interests include music, cinema, 


heelchair with Freidrich's 


1olidays, computers etc. Looking for 
friendship, age between 25-35. Box no: 170 


NY ME 2 


AME IS Barry Smith and I am 23 


-ars old. 


Apart from my CP, I can't 


waik so | use a chair to get around and a 
lightwriter to speak with. Box no: 171 
MY NAME I$ Joel. | am 25 with mild 


Cerebral Palsy (in my legs). My hobbies 
include music, cinema, gym and hospital 
radio, I also love everything to do with the 
1950s. | am very independent and enjoy 
socialising. I am looking for a girl, 20-25, 
with a similar (mild) condition for a 
relationship and good times. Box no: 172 


MAN, 51, 5FT 7, balding due to 
radiotherapy but kind, considerate, 
generous, flat in London Docklands, 
seeks a lady. Box no: 173 


43 YEARS OLD gay guy secks gay guys 


with disability 16-38 years for friendship 
to correspond with, preferably from East 


Lancs but would like to hear from others. 
Box no: 174 


S$ MERCEDES VITO 108 diesel Aug 98 reg, 
blue, 29k miles, Rolac vision ramp and 
tracking, 5 seats inc driver + wheelchair, 
fsh, power steering, central locking, 
Thatcham 1 alarm and immobiliser, rear 
sun roof, electric front windows, 2 rear 
open windows, radio/cassette player. 
£9,600 ono. Tel Jane: 07876 760662 or 
0121 353 2520. 


VW AUTOSLEEPER CAMPERVAN 1993, L 
reg, pas, 48k miles, very reliable. MOT 
April 2003. 2+2 berth, elevating roof, 
cooker, fridge, heating, ramps and 
tracking for wheelchair-using passenger, 
mains hook-up, captain's chair, 
portapotty, tables. £10,000. Oxon (will 
travel within reason) Tel: 0711 251857 or 
tiabee2000@yahoo.co.uk 


ELAP ROTATING SEAT fits Citroen BX, 
9 months old. Cost £590, £250 ono. 
Tel: 0191 428 4636. 


FORD FIESTA COURIER 1.3, M reg, red, 
automatic, power steering, 23k miles, 
| year's mot, 4 seats plus wheelchair. Easy 
rear access ramp, electric winch. Very 
good condition, £5,950. Tel: 01482 811490, 


1998 NISSAN VANETTE 2.3D, S reg, 28,500 
miles, tax and MOT November. Ramp, 
electric winch and fittings for wheelchair. 
Driver plus wheelchair plus 3 seats. 
£6,500 ono. Tel: 07774 471675 (Lancs). 


BLUE DIESEL FORD Transit, K reg, 
32k miles, full year MOT, side lift, 
2 wheelchair places, swivel seat on 
driver's side, hand controls, high roof, 
rear seat (reclines to double bed), £4,000 
ono. Tel: 01480 399535. 


FORD FOCUS 1.6, 3 door, auto with 
Constables carchair, W reg, 5,300 miles, 
14 months free servicing. One owner, 
air conditioning. Cost £19,000, £12,500. 
Tel: 020 8337 0813. 


CHAIRMAN SEAT VISTA 'G' reg, 71k miles, 
MOT May 03, rear ramp for wheelchair 
£950. Tel: 01787 223668. 


FORD ESCORT LX 1600, R reg, manual, 


petrol, 12,500 miles. 3 door Constables 
conversion passenger side. Electric 
wheelchair and hoist. Air conditioned, 
power steering, electric windows. Mot 
October 2002, tax November 2002. 
£3,950. Tel: 01766 590357. 


| PEUGEOT 806, CONSTABLES electric 
power wheel retraction carchair and 
lift passenger side. P reg Oct 96, 60k 
miles, royal blue metallic, diesel, 
1.9 litre, turbo manual. Air condi- 
tioning, electric windows, auto 
radio/cassette + JVC cd player with 
remote control. Engine immobiliser 
+ alarm. Seats 6 passengers plus 
wheelchair passenger. Only one 
owner, fsh, cost £28,000, will accept 
£8,990 ono. Tel: 020 8350 9881 or 
079 4652 2143. 


FORD TRANSIT CUSTOM, L reg, Ricon 
ail-lift, 3 rear seats, tracking and clamps. 
£2,500. Tel: 01202 733171. 


WW CARAVELLE 2.4 diesel. 1994 
M Reg. 64k miles. FSH. One owner 
from new. Central locking, electric 
windows. 4 seat + wheelchair. Rear 
mounted Ricon wheelchair lift. 
Recaro passenger seat on Ricon 
6-way base. Milford Person Lift 
fitted. Travel in wheelchair or 
passenger seat. Designed for 
passenger with no independent 
mobility. £7,250. Tel: 0114 266 0987. 


NISSAN VANETTE 2.3 diesel, P reg, 61k 
miles. Professionally adapted, wheelchair 
lift and 2 seats in rear. Surplus to 
requirements. £5,200. Tel: 01706 645645 
(Rochdale, Lancs) or 07887 481640. 


FIAT FIORINO 1.3, K reg, 31k miles, fully 
converted for wheelchair user. Ramp 
rear access, winch, rear seat, radio/ 
cassette player. Tax and 11 months 
MOT. Good condition, £1,500. Tel: 
01300 320224 (Dorset). 


RENAULT 14RN K reg auto, only 38k miles, 
fitted with Milford Passenger Hoist. Fully 
maintained, new tyres and battery. £1,750 
ono. Tel: 01438 232885 (Stevenage). 


VW CARAVELLE 2.5TDI, X reg, ontario 
green (registered 29.12.2000 VAT 
free), Universal Mobility adaption 
with rear access ramp and lowering 
suspension. Very user friendly. Space 
for passenger in wheelchair, driver 
plus 4 passenger seats. Seat next to 
wheelchair space is removable. 
Electric sunroof, alloy wheels, central 
locking and alarm. One owner, vgc, 
full service history with Volkswagen 
main dealer - under warranty. 
Genuine reason for sale. Can be deliv- 
ered. £15,900 ono. Tel: 01535 664067. 


MERCEDES V 230 Trend, 1998 'R' reg. 
45k miles, metallic silver, auto, air 
conditioned, side loading wheelchair 
lift. Regularly serviced by MB and 
Interbility. £12,950. Tel: 020 8398 
0251 or 07939 034362. 


NIPPY POWERCHAIR, LITTLE used, well 
maintained. £1,000. Tel: 01782 414078. 


HARRIER POWERED WHEELCHAIR, 
assistant controlled, good condition, 
£750. Tel: 01300 320224 (Dorset). 


CARCHAIR WHEELCHAIR AND hoist system 
to fit into a standard car seat and avoids 
the need for a special vehicle. Perfect 
working order. Bristol area. £900. Tel 
Jane Coles: 01454 614964. 


ELAP ROTATING SEAT to fit Ford 
Mondeo. Good condition, grey trim. 
£300 ono. Tel: 01572 822442. 


KARELMA TITAN, JOYSTICK operated, 
bought September 2000 but never used. 
Cost £2,200, will accept £600 ono. 
Tel: 01403 822662. 


LEADER 4 SCOOTER, 4 wheels with 
battery, hardly used, still as new. Cost 
£3,000, would accept £1,200. Tel: 020 
8466 1062 (Bromley). 


| ; 
. CROSSWORD ANSWERS 

/ ACROSS: 1. Mount Everest 

| 6. Nasser 7. Razors 8. Gas 

| 11. Lewis 13. VAT 15. Nigeria 
16. Derby 19. Saddam 
Hussein 20. New Year 

| 22. Satanic 23. Glasnost 

| 26. ITV 27. Ali 28. Era 

| 30. Queen 31. Shark 34. Brazil 
35. Lennon 38. It’s 41. Live 

| Aids 44. Falklands 46. Ear 

| 47. Tunnel 48. Olga 

49. Reagan 50. Space 


DOWN: 1. Moore 2. Nixon 
3. Einstein 4. Epstein 5. Eden 
| 8. Grenada 9. Smith 10. Dad 
| 12. Six Day War 14. Teheran 
| 17. Bannister 18. Oscar 

| 19. Shergar 21. Rhodesia 

| 24. Tank 25. Fisher 29. Abba 
| 30. Quant 32. Anne 

33. Kennedy 36. Telstar 

| 37. France 39. Sharon 40. Sean 
42. Venus 43. Arena 45. epee 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR REGENT, perfect 
condition. Hardly used, £700 ono. 
Tel: 020 8595 9680. 


LIL TAX! 3 wheel electric scooter, | 
6 months' warranty remaining, bought in 
November 2001, sale due to bereave- 
ment, speed up to 8 mph. Metallic red, 
used only once. All relevant documents 
available. Easily dismantled to go in car. 
Complete with batteries and charger. 
Cost £1,395, will accept £950 ono. 
Tel: 01295 257406. 


CHILTERN CEILING HOIST, 
approximately 9ft, excellent condition, 
2 years old. £600 ono. Tel: 01480 399535. 


track 


UNUSED THERAPOSTURE RECLINING 
Chair. Reclining mechanism for 
head and feet. Gold fabric finish, full 
harness AntiCrush device, therapeutic 
cushion. New, £2,055. £Offers. Tel: 0114 
266 0987. 


BED IN BED on Therarest bed, moves 
both up and down, foot raise to required 
heights. Bed in Bed feet movement 
double bed. Therarest has telescopic cot 
sides with a therapeutic mattress. Only 
been used for 5 days. New, £3,855. 
£Offers. Tel: 0114 266 0987. 


ONE LIGHTWEIGHT (WHEELTECH) stcel 
18 inch wheelchair plus 2 inch canvas 
18" cushion. Hardly used. £299 ono. 
Tel: 0161 434 0396 


TWO CEILING HOISTS - one straight for bed- 
room, one curved for bathroom. Both one 
year old and made by Chiltern. Complete 
with slings and toileting sling. Together 
new £2,617. £Offers. Tel: 0114 266 0987. 


2 STANNAH STAIRLIFTS, short run (each 
approx 8 steps), installed in private 
Hampshire house. Old but regularly 
serviced. Offers. Tel: 01983 406832. 


ACORN STAIRLIFT, BIG savings on buying 
new. | year old, fits any straight 
staircase. Price including inspection, 
delivery and fitting by Acorn stairlift 
engineer. £1,500 ono. Tel: 0161 434 0396. 


ELECTRICALLY OPERATED THERAPOSTURE 
single bed. 2 heights - 45cm or 60cm. 
Head and foot raise. Massage option. 
Any offers. Tel: 020 8580 2925. 


MANGAR LIFTING CUSHION, Mangar 
guarantee demonstration, free first 
service. Excellent condition £175 ono. 
Tel: 01622 688657 (Maidstone). 


WALK-IN SPA bath by Premier 
Bathrooms, to include shower. Cost 
£2,500 3 years ago but hasn't been used 
in the last couple of years due to lack of 
mobility. Disassembled and ready to take 
away. £800 ono. Tel: 023 8036 0469. 


Linage continues on pg 34. 
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Extend 


-..providing BBC work placements for talented disabled people. 
Extend a BBC wide work placement scheme offers appropriately qualified 
disabled people a great opportunity to gain four months paid work placement 
within the BBC. 

Extend will be offering both programme making (Researchers, Web Assistants 
etc) and non programme making (Finance, HR, IT support etc) placements 
commencing late October 2002 across the whole of the BBC - throughout the 
UK including Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, with the bulk of the 
placements in London. 


If you are interested in taking part, please write to the Diversity Centre with your 
contact details in full by 30 August 2002. Ref. 55547/DI 


BBC Diversity Centre (Extend), Room 7020, BBC Television Centre, 
Wood Lane, London W12 7R}. Email: diversity.centre@bbc.co.uk 


LINAGE ADVERTS — Due to lack of space in this issue, there is no linage form. To place a 
linage advert, please use the form in the April issue. Alternatively, contact Patrick Durham- 
Matthews: Tel: 020 7619 7320, E-mail: patrick.durhammatthews@scope.org.uk 


e For Sale 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES FOR SALE 


£12,500 
£10,500 
£13,750 
£9,500 
£9,250 
£9,500 
£11,750 
£19,250 
£8,495 
£12,995 
£12,500 
£4,750 
£9,500 
£6,495 
£8,750 
£9,250 
£5,995 
Choice of 7 
Choice of 4 
Choice of 7 


2001 Y Kangoo 1.4i Chairman, Auto, Authentique 

2000 X Ford Courier TD, Universal Mobility, 6,500 miles 
1999 V VW Cruiser, Auto diesel, 12,500 miles, tail lift 

1999 V Kangoo Chairman, 6,500 miles, P.A.S. 

1999 T Toyota Hiace Cruiser, 38,000 miles, ramp 

1999 T Renault Trafic Versa 1.9D, 12,000 miles 

1999 T VW TDi Universal, 9,000 miles, lowering suspension 
1999 T Brotherwood Sharan, hi-roof, 32,000 miles 

1998 S Ford Courier Universal, 32,000 miles, winch 

1998 R Mercedes V230 Trend, 1 owner, 45,000 miles, tail lift 
1998 R Mercedes Vito Chairman, 113 Auto, 40,000 miles 
1997 P Fiat Fiorino Chairman, 1 owner, 30,000 miles 

1996 P Trafic LWB, hi-top, day camper, tail lift, 19,000 miles 
1996 P Vauxhall Combo Chairman 

1996 N Transit, Semi Hi Roof. Tail lift, 24,000 miles 

1996 N Transit Diesel, Semi Hi Roof. Tail lift, 15,000 miles 
1995 M Escort Chairman, 52,000 miles, lowering suspension, 4 seats 
Kangoo & Berlingo models 

Expert — Scudo — Dispatch models 

Trafic & Vanette Cargo models 


Aselection of 40 WAVs from £2,750 fully serviced with warranty. Demo and delivery 
anywhere in UK mainland free. Part exchange and vehicles sought for purchase. 


CLARKE MOBILITY 01634 243596 
SNODLAND, KENT www.gfclarke.com 


freedo m/’direct 


stairlifts & scooters @ 


¢ Can't be beaten, Won't be beaten 
°¢ 4,6 and 8 mph, long range 

e Rent or buy from €7.00 per week 
e New and recon from £699.00 


ee > Powerchair specialists 


Ve Guarantee td beat any new scooter price! 


Classified 29 


At Barnet, we believe that equal opportunity should be exactly that — giving everybody the 
chance to be involved and active in an open, communicative and positive environment that 


creates opportunity for all. 


Having recently been awarded two Beacon Council status awards for our initiatives in libraries 
and greenspaces, we're on our way to achieving this goal. We know that our strength lies in our 
workforce — SO we work hard to ensure our 9,300 strong team reflects the make-up of the 
diverse community we serve. What’s important to us is your ability to do your job, and a 
commitment to providing the best possible service you can to our residents. 


The council offers an incredible array of opportunities ranging from the professional - 
accountants, architects and teachers — to support roles — such as typists and caterers, and 
we're always on the lookout for talented people. 


You can view a current list of vacancies at www.barnet.gov.uk 


If you can’t get on the net, a list of vacancies can be obtained by sending a large 
SAE to The Recruitment Unit, Ravensfield House, The Burroughs, London NW4 4BG. 
Barnet Council is committed to promoting equality, challenging discrimination and developing social 

inclusion. We therefore encourage applications from all sections of the community. 

We are proud to be Investors in People. 


EXVNGSINIEIig CREATING OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL 


LONDON BOROUGH 


& 


“We care 
for your 


care” : 
Electric § 9 © *““ulobiitty ~* 
Reclining 


Chairs 38-40 Perry Street 
on North Fleet 
oy Kent DA11 8RE 
ere Tel: 01474 564897 
Stairs Lifts 


Invalid SALES 
Accessories SERVICE 


Batteries HIRE 


Electric 
Wheelchairs 


Ar 
QUALITY WAVs & MPVs 


40in stock. Phone for details. 
Hoyle Bros 01422 202009 


Powerchairs Mobility Consultants 
New and Nearly New, Electric Wheelchairs, 
3 and 4 Wheel Scooters. 

All models wanted and for sale. 
Ring Free anytime 


0800 074 6834 


All major credit cards accepted 


pe. THE MAGNIFIER COMPANY 
\ i 


oi. ~ The best on-line selection of hand-held, 


hands-free and illuminated magnifiers, 
loupes, fresnel sheets and low-vision aids 


www.magnifyingglasses.co.uk 


ren 


2002-2003 
Improving Urban Green Spaces 
Libraries as a Community Resource 


Beacon 
Council 


diegsartoer 


education and skills 


feaAting) Ones 


Interested in a Public Appointment? 
Visit our recruitment website at: 
http://www.dfes.gov.uk/recruitment/ 


or e-mail: pba.team @dfes.gsi.gov.uk for further details 


The department for Education and Skills is committed to 
making appointments on merit by fair and open processes, 
taking account of equal opportunities 


9 
Outreach and Development Officer 
(The Frida Network) 


28 hours per week ¢ £21,598 pro rata ¢ Fixed term contract until December 2003 


Wanted! Woman to run London self-help network of disabled women with health needs. 


Women’s Health needs an experienced community outreach worker with an understanding of the issues for 
disabled women in London. You will continue to develop the Frida Network, a London-based network of 
disabled women with gynaecological and sexual health needs. You will run information and support activities 
for disabled women and develop training programmes for those who want to become network volunteers 
You will have experience of community outreach work, empowering disabled women, organising projects 
and an understanding of the issues for disabled women from all communities. 

For an application pack, please send an A4 stamp-addressed envelope (72p) to Women’s Health, 


52 Featherstone Street, EC1Y 8RT or ring telephone 020 7251 6333 or minicom 020 7490 5489. 


You can also e-mail womenshealth@pop3.poptel.org.uk to receive the information by e-mail but please 
mark your message clearly with the reference FRIDA APPLICATION. This advert and the job pack are 
also available, on request, in Braille, on tape or in large print. 

Closing date: 5 July / Interview date: 25 July. Disabled women are particularly encouraged to apply for this 
post. Women’s Health will offer an interview to all disabled applicants who meet the essential requirements 
for this job. SDA exemption Section 43 applies. COMMUNITY 
Registered Charity No.: 296002 FUND 


PRE-OWNED & DEMONSTRATOR WAV’S FOR SALE 


Free Phone 0800 970 7954 


*subject to terms and conditions 


COTSWOLD COTS 


Build Cots and Beds for Adults and 
Children with Special Needs 
We Design And Build Any 
Cot or Bed You Need. 


gue® Extra Strong Playpens. 
° Extra Large Stairgates. 
Fitted Padded Play Areas. 


High Quality 
Information Phone 01993 842885 


Fair prices 


Accessible Vehicle 
Register 


We specialise in locating used 
vehicles to suit the specific needs 
of our customers. If you are 
looking for an accessible vehicle 
or have one to dispose of , contact 
Adam Price.We also supply and 
install all forms of access equipment. 


01202 814112 


adam.price@lineone.net 


Mercedes Vito 108Cdi, 2001 '01, 6K miles, Orchid Green WAV, lowered floor rear entrance with ramp, 3 rear passenger 
seats, Unwin Solo wheelchair & passenger restraints Cost New £18,985 Sell £17,985 
VW Caravelle 2.4D, 96 N, red. Lowering suspension, tip up forward facing rear seats, lowered rear access. £9,975 
WW Transporter SWB 1.9TD '95 M, Green, WAV Conversion, 4 Pass Driver & Wheel Chair. £8,975 
Fiat Ulysse 2.0EL, R reg, 50k miles. Lowered floor with ramp. Driver 3 Pass + Wheelchair, PAS, twin sunroofs, 
climate control & electric windows. £10,995 
Skoda Cube WAV, 1.9D, '98 R, 42k miles, full lowered floor conversion £6,975 
Renault Extra 1.4, P, WAV, '92k, blue, poyntings lowered floor conversion. £4,995 
Peugeot Partner 1.9D, '98 S, WAV, 6k miles, red, full lowered floor conversion. £7,750 
Fiat Fiorino 1.7D ‘98 R. Met blue, WAV, full lowered floor conversion. £5,999 
New or ex-demo Renault Kangoo WAVs -— call for prices and spec’. 


Wheelchair Accessible Motorhome, 2/3 Berth designed from new for disabled person use. 
Base vehicle Mercedes 312D Auto '98 R. Remote Control rear doors & Ricon lift. Electric 6 way drivers seat. 
Plus host of other adaptions. Cost New £45,000. Please call for full specification & price 
All the above vehicles come with our Comprehensive Used Vehicle Warranty 


aGleneagles 


95 Bonnygate, Cupar, Fife KY15 4LG 

Tel: (01334) 657722, fax: (01334) 657711, 
e-mail: sales@gleneaglesconversions.co.uk 
website: www.gleneaglesconversions.co.uk 


Nottingham 
Independent Venture 


is an independent Living scheme 
run by physically disabled people 
Flat available for a disabled 
person or couple 


24 hours care is provided 
& High level of care can be 
accommodated 


Please contact 


Céline 0115 9420931. 
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¢ Conference 


CROYDON 
MOBILITY FORUM 


Launch Public Meeting 


Wednesday 12th June 
at 4.30pm 


In the Maple Room 
Fairfield Halls 


*Services 


INTERGARE COMMUNITY SERVICES 
WE CAN HELP! 


Quality care provided 
within your own home by ff 
friendly, cheerful and 


Y 
& é 
energetic carers. A full range aR 
SS gre 


ee 


of care can be provided in ‘ae 

the London area. Please 

enquire for details. Short/Long term - 24 hour 
Be service. Tel: 020 8333 7371 
a: @ Office hrs 07941975291 

Evenings/Weekends. 


ASPIRES Sheltered Workshop 
people with disabilities 
can help YOUR BUSINESS 


Call us for 
ASSEMBLY & PACKAGING 
and 
MAIL SHOTS 
Highly Competitive Rates 
Tel/Fax: 01366 347721 
Chapel Farm, Fincham, PE33 9HF. 
email: jackie@aspires.ltd.uk 
www.aspires.|td.uk 


NEED A TRANSLATION? 
| may be able to help. French or Spanish into 
English. No charge for small assignments. 
Standard rate £30 per 1000 words. 
Contact Emily Shields, tel/fax: 01489 894289, 
e-mail: emily.shields@btinternet.com 


© Contracts & Tenders 


Development of 2 User-Run Small Businesses 


The Disability Resource Centre in Tower Hamlets, East London, provides home to a range of community 
and statutory services and is undergoing major change. 


Two projects have emerged that the Council wishes to support in their development as user 


run businesses. 


These are: 


Disability Information Training Opportunity - D.I.T.O. 


D.1.T.O is a new project with 10 internet connected computers, a range of enabling technologies and 
| a small information resource. D.I.T.O is providing at present 3 functions: 1) internet and computer 
access, 2) a local disability information signposting service, and 3) work experience and training. 


Taffy’s Café: 


BOY, é 
0404s 
< 
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Taffy’s Café is based in a spacious dining area, with a commercial sized kitchen and catering 
equipment. The café also has internet access which it is hoped will form part of the visitors’ experience. 


Both projects have the potential to develop as valuable and useful community resources. It is 
hoped that both of these will become “not for profit” income generating, self sufficient user led 
social firms, of and for local disabled people. 


We are eager to hear from organisations or individuals with experience of supporting and 
developing similar projects who would be in a position to assist us over the next few months to 
kick-start and provide initial support to develop these services as user-run businesses. Interested 
parties wishing to register their interest and request further details should contact: 


Stewart Robertson, Principal Manager (Physical Disabilities & Sensory Impairment), 
The Disabilities Resource Centre, 40-50 Southern Grove, Mile End, London E3 4PX. 
Telephone: 020 7364 6547 (ask for Lynn Walmsley) 


The closing date for expression of interest is Wednesday 10th July 2002, after which 
date further details will be issued. 


Preparing for the SEN 
and Disability Act 2001 - 
PROMOTING INCLUSION 


Tuesday 2nd July 2002, Paragon Hotel, London SW6 


-—4 
SCOPE 


I952-2002 
FIFTY YEARS 


In September 2002 the Special Educational Needs (SEN) and Disability Act 2001 
comes into effect, with new statutory duties on LEAs and schools to increase 
progressively the accessibility of schools to children with special educational needs. 


This conference will focus on the practical implications of the Act, how best to prepare 
for the Act and the latest developments in good practice. 


Keynote Speaker: 


Baroness Cathy Ashton of Upholland, 


Minister for Early Years and School Standards, Department for Education and Skills (DfES) Supported by 


ht Uy 


Speakers Include: 2 noe 
= Li = ° 
Ade Adepitan, Doug McAvoy, +f = > 
Paralympic Athlete and TV Presenter General Secretary, National Union of Teachers "es en we 
Richard Brewster, David Walker, 
Chief Executive, Scope Broadcaster and Social Policy Specialist 
with The Guardian TheGuardian 


To view the full conference agenda and to register online visit www.neilstewartassociates.com/sh117 


Conference Producers For further information contact Debbie Young on 


tel: 020 7689 9216 fax: 020 7689 8807 
e-mail: debbie.young@neilstewartassociates.co.uk 


WEST SUSSEX ASSOCIATION FOR THE DISABLED 


Registered Charity No. 1030537 
DEVELOPMENT CO-ORDINATOR 
3 days per week — Salary £15,000 p.a. (negotiable) 


Following a wide-ranging review, WSAD wishes to appoint 
an imaginative and highly motivated innovator to maximise the 
potential to offer a broad-based, well-informed, more pro-active 
service to physically disabled people in West Sussex. 


Some personal experience of physical disability issues would be an 
advantage. 


For further details and application pack, please contact Harry Bates, 
Director, WSAD, 10 South Pallant, Chichester, West Sussex 

PO19 1SU, Tel: 01243-774088 or e-mail: 
disability@wsad.fsbusiness.co.uk 


Closing Date: Monday 10 June 2002 


ay 


TOWER HAMLETS 


¢ Recruitment (on pages 29 to 34) | 
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Action on Disability and Development 
Working with disabled people for positive change 


Programme co-ordinator 


ADD has a vision of a world where all disabled people are able to participate 
as fully as they choose at every level of society. 


ADD is an international development agency, working in 12 of the poorest 
countries of Africa and Asia, to facilitate the work of disabled people’s 
organisations in their campaign for the rightful inclusion of disabled people in 
society. We have 146 staff: 123 overseas and 23 in the UK. 


Our UK office is based in Frome, Somerset, close to major rail links. 


The job is to support and manage overseas programmes and partner 
relationships; to raise funds from institutional donors; and to manage donor 
contracts. Salary £19- £23K p.a. depending on experience. 


Disabled people, women and people from Asian or African ethnic origins are 
particularly encouraged to apply. 


For an application pack (available in Braille, large print or on tape) 
please contact Tracy Mead at ADD, Vallis House, 

57 Vallis Road, Frome, Somerset, BA11 3EG; 

Tel: 01373 473064, Fax: 01373 452075 

or email: tracy. mead@add.org.uk 

Closing date 21 June; interviews week of 15 July 


Charity no: 294860 


EZ 
We 
Coventry City Council 
@@i Are you equal to our challenge? 


Equalities Officer 


£31,254 to £33,384 
(starting salary dependent on skills and experience) 


Ref: CN/109/02 


Full time, 37 hours per week. 


We take equality seriously in Coventry. We are committed to 
improvement but never complacent about progress. We are now seeking 
an exceptional individual to help ensure our policies and services make a 
real difference to the lives of women and people from minority groups in 
the city. 

Working as part of a multi-disciplinary team, you will support senior 
Members and our Chief Executive by managing our equalities strategy 
and helping us achieve challenging targets for improvement. As an 
equalities expert you will provide advice and guidance to officers 
throughout the authority and ensure that our good intentions are 
translated into reality. 


You will have an excellent knowledge of statutory requirements and 
good practice in relation to equality and diversity, demonstrable planning, 
policy development and implementation skills and a track record of 
effective project management. 


While you'll have an analytical mind, you must be essentially outgoing 
with impressive communication, presentation and networking skills. 


Application details are available from Central Services Personnel, 
ist Floor, Christchurch House, Greyfriars Lane, Coventry CV1 2PS. 
Tel: 024 7683 4150. Minicom: 024 7683 4002. 

Email: csprecruitment@coventry.gov.uk 


Working Towards Equality 


Closing date for completed application forms: 17th June 2002. 


MAGDA 


Museums and Galleries Disability Association 
www.magda.org.uk 


Invitation to tender 

The Museums & Galleries Disability Association (MAGDA) is dedicated to improving access to 
UK museums and galleries for disabled people, disseminating current best practice and providing 
a forum for museum and gallery professionals to discuss areas of interest. 

In the context of the formation of Resource: the Council for Museums, Archives and Libraries, and the 
movement towards the creation of cross-domain agencies in all English Regions by 2004, tenders are 
invited to conduct an options appraisal for MAGDA’s strategic development over the next three years. 


The successful consultancy will require: 
@ An understanding of the cultural sector 


@ Familiarity with the access agenda and disability issues 


@ Excellent market research skills 


@ Knowledge and experience of advising organisations in the process of change 


@ Proven experience of translating a strategic vision into practical proposals 


For a copy of the brief please contact MAGDA c/o SEMLAC, 


The Garden Room, Historic Dockyar d, Chat am, 


Kent, ME4 4TE, email GuyP@semlac.org.uk 
The Council for Museums, Archives and Libraries 


Deadline Wednesday 19 June 2002 


FE a ne SS 
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e Recruitment (on pages 29 to 34) 


Location: London 


This will be a permanent statutory appointment (part-time) 


In addition you will be able to demonstrate: 


arrangements. 


The closing date for applications is 7 June 2002. 


skills for appointment. All appointments are made on merit. 


¢ Activity break 


EAST MERSEA ACTIVITY CENTRE 
MERSEA ISLAND 
ESSEX CO5 8SX 


camping Breaks 
FESTIVAL 


isabilities 
IS $co8' fiend 

FOC enh C 
ay 


Are 
Inclusive pene® 
meERSEA 


At £30 / day try your hand at a host of new activities and dance and sing 
the night away. Sun 18th - Fri 23rd Aug or Fri 23rd - Mon 26th Aug. 
01206 382940 / telephone or write for more info. 


e Review of DDA 


Disability Rights Commission 


HAVE YOUR SAY ON THE FUTURE 
OF DISABILITY LEGISLATION 


The Disability Rights Commission is conducting a 
review of the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 and is 
making recommendations for changes which the 
Commission believes will move us towards full civil 
rights for disabled people. We are seeking your views 


on these recommendations. 


Have your say —- get a copy of the Review, or of the 
shorter Guide to the review, from the DRC helpline on: 
Telephone: 08457 622 633 

Textphone: 08457 622 644 

Fax: 08457 778 878 

Email: enquiry@drc-gb.org 


A range of formats is available. They come with a 


questionnaire which you can complete and return free. 


The completed questionnaires must be received by 
16th August 2002. 


The Secretary of State for Transport, Local Government and the Regions is seeking to appoint a Public Private Partnershi 


DILK promotes equal opportunities in public appointments. The Department is committed to addressing 
under-representation of women, people from ethnic minorities and disabled people who have the required 


7! WECIL 


* 35 hours per week 
*° 6% contributory pension 
¢ 30 days leave 


For application pack | 
please contact: 


Wendy Tyler 
WECIL Ltd. 
Leinster Avenue 
Knowle 


Bristol BS4 |AR 


Tel: 0117 903 8900 
(Voice and minicom) 


e-mail: 
wendy.tyler@wecil-Itd.demon.co.uk 


Appointment of the London Underground Public Private Partnership Arbiter (the PPP Arbiter) 


Salary: Up to £150k pro rata (though a higher salary may be available to an exceptional candidate) 


For an information pack, including an application form and detailed job description, please contact Pauline Clarke, Department of Transport, 
Local Government and the Regions, zone 3/26, Great Minster House, 76 Marsham Street, London SW1P 4DR. 
Telephone 0207 944 8713 (0900 — 1700 Monday to Friday, excluding Bank Holidays) or email pauline.clarke@dtlr.gsi.gov.uk 


Terms of appointment: This is a statutory appointment to be reviewed after four years. The post will be part-time (1-2 days per week on average) 


p Arbiter (the PPP Arbiter) for the London Underground PPP. 


Under the PPP, three private sector companies (“Infracos”) will maintain, renew and upgrade discrete parts of London Underground's infrastructure under separate 30 year Service 
Contracts. The PPP allows for “periodic reviews” of the Service Contract every 7% years (the first periodic review may therefore take place in 2009/10). The Arbiter’s role will be to give 
direction to the Infracos and London Underground to resolve any differences between them about the price to be paid for service provision. The Arbiter must act independently, swiftly 
and give certainty at each review. In addition at any time either party can refer particular matters to the Arbiter for guidance and under certain circumstances additional Extraordinary 
Reviews between periodic reviews may require directions from the Arbiter. 

We are looking for a strong and lateral thinker with the professional standing, confidence and resilience required to establish, run and operate in a unique and newly formed 
organisation. Your personal and professional demeanour and credibility, based upon the highest level of honesty, probity and integrity, will generate trust and confidence in others. 


= Evidence of success in working in co-operation with a wide range of internal and external bodies including statutory, commercial, and financial organisations; 

* Proven ability to provide high quality, clear and balanced advice and guidance in relation to the technical, financial and commercial issues of the PPP: . 

= An understanding of the objectives, structure and contractual and financing arrangements for public private partnership / private finance initiative style contracts.In the interests of 
facilitating this key position, the Secretary of State is establishing an interim office with temporary staff. It will be up to the Arbiter, when appointed, to make his/her permanent 


D 


TRANSPORT 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
REGIONS 


WEST OF ENGLAND CENTRE 
FOR INCLUSIVE LIVING 


Over the last seven years the Integrated Living Scheme (ILSA) has 
established a national reputation as a model of good practice. 


ILSA seeks a Disabled Person as 


Personal Assistant Employment Advisor 
(£19,770-£2 1,078) 


We are looking for a committed and enthusiastic Disabled Person to 


join our team of Advisors to provide advice and support to 


individual Disabled People in establishing and running their own 


personal assistance schemes. 


Closing date: Friday 2Ist June 2002 


WECIL particularly encourages applications from under represented 
groups (eg. Black Disabled People, Disabled Lesbians and Gay Men). 


Disability Adviser 


The FILM COUNCIL has 
been established by the 
government as the lead 
organisation for film in 
the UK. 


For further details on 
FILM COUNCIL, please 
see our website: 


www.filmcouncil.org.uk 


We are recruiting a Disability Adviser to work with 
the FILM COUNCIL Board and staff to raise 
awareness of disability issues and provide expert 
advice. The Disability Adviser will develop and guide 
implementation of a comprehensive Disability 
Strategy involving consultation with disabled 
people. The Disability Adviser will most probably be 
an individual consultant (but may also be an 
organisation) with appropriate knowledge and 
expertise, providing services on a fee paid basis. 


You must have a wide understanding of disability 
issues in the work place (including UK and European 
legal and regulatory matters) and organisational 
development strategies in relation to disability. You 
will have proven experience in delivering such 
strategies in the public or private sector. You will 
have excellent proven interpersonal and negotiation 
skills, knowledge and experience of Equal 
Opportunities recruitment, selection and other 
procedures in a medium and complex organisation, 
to bring about positive change within such an 
organisation. The role also requires knowledge of the 
UK film industry and the public arts sector. 


For further details, please send a large self- 
addressed envelope, quoting reference SD/SDC, 
to: Katherine Montague, FILM COUNCIL, 

10 Little Portland Street, London W1W 7JG 
Alternatively, apply online at: 
www.filmcouncil.org.uk/vacancies/ 


Closing date for applications: 

Friday 14 June 2002. 

Interviews will be held week commencing 
Monday 24 June 2002. 


FILM GOW NC | if Promoting equality, celebrating diversity. 


¢Courses 


TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 
FROM DEAFBLIND UK 


To help organisations/individuals 
meet Section 7 guidance set 
out by Government 
Support Workers Course 
Communication & Guiding Skills 
Manual Interpreting 


FOR MORE DETAILS CONTACT: 
Maureen Jobson 01733 358100 
maureen@deafblinduk.org.uk 


¢ Personal 


Handidate 


: ee Introduction Agency 
on 
Call now f ae For disabled and 
fuce grochu able-bodied people 
Established 1987 


Tel: 01473 226950 
Fax: 01473 254030 


E-mail: handidate@btinternet.com 
Website: www.handidate.com 
Freepost, Handidate, The Wellington Centre, 
52 Chevallier Street, Ipswich, Suffolk IP1 2BR 
A member of ABIA 
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Transport 
forLondon 


ssistant Director 


Street Management Services 


A 


Central London 


Street 
Management 


c. £65,000 + benefits 


Position 


objectives. 


¢ Participate fully in the corporate management of Street Management 
Services and the strategic management team. 


* Reporting to the Director of Operations, lead the Street 
Management Services team to deliver street maintenance on 
the TfL road network. | 

« Manage, direct and guide the five Area Managers responsible 
for the development, management and delivery of maintenance 
and improvement projects across London. 


¢ Develop effective and productive working relationships across 
TfL to facilitate the delivery of Street Management Services 


Qualifications 


Transport for London Street Management is part of Transport for London (TfL) and reports to the Mayor, Ken Livingstone, and the 
Greater London Authority. Street Management has a wide range of functions including being the highway and traffic authority for a 
550km road network. It is responsible for the operation and maintenance of London's roads and traffic control systems and improving 
conditions for all those who travel in the capital. TfL also aims to reduce congestion by enhancing alternatives to the car. 


* Technically qualified - probably as a Chartered Engineer - with 
an understanding of all recent and relevant legislation and 


extensive experience of managing project implementation in a 


public domain. 

¢ Track record of success in exploiting new opportunities in a 
comparable, large and complex organisation. 

¢ Demonstrable networks in local government and an ability to 
influence a range of stakeholders up to the most senior level. 


¢ Robust character with an impressive record of people 


development and the charisma to maintain a high profile within 
and outside TfL Street Management. 


To apply for an information pack please contact Questor International quoting ref. 3041/DN. For more information on how we are 
“Keeping London Moving”, visit www.streetmanagement.org.uk 


ik . UESTOR 
wvesrorircorte TfL are Striving for diversity and welcome applications from all sectors of the community. @)) nice NATIONAL 
cat. oe ened. ik. ae 2 eS ee 


© claire@questorint.com 


@ 020 7297 2001 @ www.questorint.com 


Mar Y Sol - Los Cristianos, Tenerife 


Wheelchair friendly complex with 
accessible apartments and studios. Two 
swimming pools, one heated pool with 

hoist, restaurant, poolside bar, equipment 
hire. Flights booked with ATOL agents. 


Call us now for cheapest summer prices on 


Tel 01395 223272 or Fax 01395 260166 


“RECIPE FOR: HOLIDAY HAPPINESS IN FRANCE . 


“Take 2 highly recommended wheelchair-friendly 
farmhouses, add modern comforts, then mix with birdsongs, 
garish with views of local vineyards, and serve with good 
foods and local wines in relaxing sunshine.” 

For individual details and prices, please contact Cheryle: 
Tel/Fax: (0033) 241501434 or Email: Guinefolle@AOL.COM 


Indepedence & Freedom! 
Visit who and when you want in 
London with ‘Visits Un Limited’, 
escorted travel — wheelchair 
accessible vehicle available. 


Phone 020 8776 6967 


ARE YOU DIABETIC? 


If so, this 48-page awareness book is for you. 


“Seeing Things Clearly” is about 
retinopathy the commonest 
complication of diabetes. 


Written by Jackie Banks, an insulin- 
dependent diabetic for 42 years, who has 
lived with retinopathy for 25 years, it 
covers everything from screening to laser 
treatment; how to avoid complications, 
driving with the condition, and much more. 
Superbly illustrated, available by mail order. 


Please send cheque or P.0. for £5.95 
(includes p&p) payable to Brent 
Publications, Fleet House, Armstrong 
Road, South Benfleet, Essex, SS7 4FH. 
Telephone: 01268 759333. 


Delivery within 28 days. Full refund if not 
satisfied within 7 days. 
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TATE. 


Make Britain’s foremost 


c 


Access Co-ordinator 
Salary: £20,000 pro rata (3 days per week) © two year contract 


Tate Britain is the world centre for British art and is committed to 
providing the widest possible access to its displays and exhibitions. 
This is a new post in the Interpretation and Education team that is 
dedicated to improving our services for visitors with special needs. 


You will act as a focal point for access issues, facilitating a gallery-wide 
strategy to raise their profile. This will start with reviewing and updating 
Tate Britain Access policy. It will be necessary to liaise across all 
departments to ensure access issues are fully addressed in relation to 
new exhibitions, displays and building developments. You will also 
manage and develop the programme of sign-interpreted tours, and the 
production of large print guides and audio interpretation guides. 


A graduate in art or art history, you must have worked for at least two 
years in a museum or heritage organisation. You also need a year’s 
experience working alongside people with physical disabilities. This will 
have given you sound knowledge of access issues and their impact on 
the leisure sector. It's a role that calls for a strong team player and 
networker, with plenty of initiative and excellent literacy and 
communication skills. Familiarity with managing budgets and 
competency in IT is also essential. 


For an application pack, please send an A4 SAE, quoting ref. 218/TB, 
to: Human Resources Department, Tate, Millbank, London SWIP 4RG. 
Alternatively you can email: annis.kooshesh@tate.org.uk 


Closing date: Monday, 10th June 2002. 


late is working towards equal opportunities 


DEADLINES 


July 2002 classified deadlines: Booking: 14 June. Copy: 18 June. 


ee 


@ Liberty House, 222 Regent Street, London W1B 5TR 


ACTION AND RIGHTS OF DISABLED PEOPLE IN NEWHAM 


Are seeking to appoint a disabled person as 
an Administrative Worker for their 
Newham Independent Living Scheme Project. 


25 Hours Per Week 
Scale 5.22-6.28 - Salary: £11,908-£14,181 inc L/W 


Newham Independent Living Scheme has been set up to enable disabled people 
to obtain Direct Payments. Your remit will be to support the Development 
Workers in all aspects of ensuring that the scheme runs effectively. 

Action and Rights are striving to be an Equal Opportunities Employer. 


Closing Date: Friday 28th June 2002 


Please request application form enclosing a large SAE from: 
Pam Iveson 
Action and Rights of Disabled People in Newham 
c/o Community Links 
105 Barking Road 
Canning Town 
LONDON E16 4HQ 


This Project is funded via a Contract from London Borough of Newham, Social 


Services Department 
Registered Charity No: 1016234 


FEATURE FILM DEWELOPMENT INTERNSHIPS 


Supported by the Lottery through the FILM COUNCIL’s Training Fund and managed by 
Film and Television ] 


production or the creative industries 

Applications forms can be downloaded from www.ft2.org.uk/recruit and need to be printed 
off, completed and mailed back. Alternatively send an A4 sae marked ‘Development’ to 
FT2, 4th Floor, Warwick House, 9 Warwick Street, London W1B 5LY 

The closing date for receipt of applications is 7 June 

FT2 particularly welcomes applications from women, people from ethnic minority 

ids and people with disabilities who are curre 


and television industry 


FILM | COUNCIL G @ TELEVISION 


LOTTERY FUNDED 


FREELANCE TRAINING 


Newlands Country House, Suffolk 
Purpose built grade 1 wheelchair accessible 
suites, 4 diamonds. All rooms en-suite, tv. 

Ample carparking, large garden. For details tel: 

01502 722164. www.newlands@southwold.com 

email: newlandssouthwold@lycos.co.uk 


Willow Cottage — The Black Isle, 5 mins drive Inverness. 
Beautifully equipped, Tourist Board 3 stars with 
Disability Award 2 
1 double, 1 twin, both ensuite. Situated on a working croft amid 
lovely scenery with wildlife park close by. Moray Firth dolphins, 
kites, buzzards, deer etc, and our Nessie! Inverness offers good 
food, cinema, theatre etc. 

Brochure/details, tel: 01463 731455, website: 
www. highlanddisabledcottageholidays.co.uk 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
HOLIDAY COTTAGE IN RURAL FRANCE 


Charming cottage in Dordogne region available 
for rent. Reasonable rates. If you are looking for 
peace and quiet, warm weather, good food and wine, 
this is the place for you. Book now for 2002. 

Call or fax Ed Passant on 0208 885 4971 or e-mail: 
ed.passant@mail.com web: www.accessholidays.com 


ALGARVE - PORTUGAL 


Lots of villas, farmhouses, ANG Ap 
bungalows, hotels, B&B, car hire <@-%@"o, 
with hand controls, adapted > 

vans and plenty toseeanddo. = 
Contact: David Player A Fe 
Tel: 00 351 289 393636 ALGP 

Fax: 00 351 289 397448 E-mail: dave@player.pt 


www.player.pt 
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NAISH HOLIDAY VILLAGE: 
Clifftop park with “excellent” status. New 
Milton, Hampshire. Excellent site facilities 
within 100 yards, with indoor/outdoor 
pools, restaurant, bar, take-away. Fully 
equipped, two bedroom fully wheelchair 
accessible, log cabin accommodation. Sleeps 
6. Well furnished. Free club membership. 


GRANGE COURT HOLIDAY 
VILLAGE: Park with “good” status, 
Goodrington Sands, Devon. Excellent 
site facilities within short walk, with 
indoor/outdoor pools, restaurant, bar, 
take-away. Fully equipped, 2 bedroom, 
fully wheelchair accessible mobile home. 
Sleeps 4-6, well appointed. Free club 
membership. (Purchased with funds from 
the National Lottery). 


Details: Mr P Cash, tel: (01425) 672055 
Bournemouth Spina Bifida Association. 
Registered Charity No. 261914. 


10 MINUTES FROM DISNEYLAND 
Florida villa owned by paraplegic. 
Sleeps up to 12, fully accessible and 
large. King size bed with ensuite 
bathroom, we and wheel-in shower. 
Large pool with water operated seat for 
a disabled person. A holiday you can 
take with confidence. Contact John 
Gillett on: 01179 698770. 


PENROSE BURDEN NORTH CORNWALL 
“Holiday Care Award Winners” 
Holiday Cottages designed for wheelchair users 
and their families. Rural setting with superb 
views. Dogs welcome. Wood burning stoves 
and daily meal service. 

Please ring or write for colour brochure. 
R&N Hall, Penrose Burden, 

St Breward, Bodmin, Cornwall 
PL30 4LZ. Telephone Bodmin 
(01208) 850277 or 850617 


FREEDOM OF THE GLEN HOTELS 


Choose from 3 hotels in spectacular 
lochside settings near Fort William. 
Enjoy the freedom to select the hotel 
which sets the right atmosphere for your 
break. A choice of 10 rooms with disabled 
facilities, around the loch. 

E-mail: reservations @ freedomglen.co.uk 
Tel: 01855 8215821, Fax: 01855 821463 


www.freedomglen.co.uk 


NORTH DEVON CONVERTED BARN 
A completely accessible barn conversion 
known as “Two Moors View’ has 
wonderful views over N.Devon 
countryside. 4 bedrooms, one king 
size with ensuite wheel-in shower 
and we. Large open plan kitchen 
and living area with all you will 
need for a comfortable break. 
Contact John Gillett on: 01179 698770. 


CUMBRIA Idyllic & peaceful beauty spot. The 
Tranquil Otter Lakeshore Lodges 5 cosy lodges 
(1 accessible), 2 luxury lodges (both accessible) 
with accessible sauna, whirlpool bath, log burner 
etc. Lakeside paths, lake (via wheely boat) and 
shop all accessible. Resident Otters. Own rowing 
boat. 01228 576661. www.the-tranquil-otter.co.uk 


Near Salisbury - newly converted stable block 
self-catering units. Ground floor 1 double/twin 
bedroom en-suite wheel-in shower. Upstairs 
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IMPROVE YOUR REGION’S PROSPERITY 


Make a difference to your Regional Development Agency 


The Regional Development Agencies aim to stimulate 
economic development and regeneration. All eight 
RDAs (outside London) are now looking for new 
Board members to help them to encourage business 
growth, attract inward investment and build skills. 


do, you will need to demonstrate a good track record of 
ideas and successful delivery, and you must have sound 
knowledge of your region and its economic needs. 


If you want to make a difference and can commit two 
days a month for the next three years, we would like 
to hear from you by the closing date of Friday, 12th 
July 2002. If appointed to the Board, you will receive 
£7,419 p.a. 


You work at a senior level in business, are a local 
councillor or a senior trade union representative - 
different RDAs have different vacancies. Whatever you 


1 the DTI’s consultants, 
cinternational.co.uk, by 


Further information including details on how to apply can be obtained fro 
kmc international at www.kmcinternational.co.uk, by email to rdaresponse@ 


telephone on 0870 990 9333 or by post to PO Box 2095, Maidenhead, Berkshire SL6 9WF. poh 


Please quote Ref. 319/4. os 
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STRATEGIC RAIL AUTHORITY 


TLR 


TRANSPORT 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT 


REGIONS ast” A St ~:~ 


WILL YOU HELP CREATE A RAILWAY FIT FOR THE 21ST CENTURY? 


The Secretary of State for Transport, Local Government and the Regions is * large-scale operations and/or engineering; or 


seeking to appoint a number of new members to the Board of the Strategic * financial management in a large enterprise. 


Rail Authority. 


One of the members appointed will also need to be familiar with 


The SRA is leading the rail industry to deliver a better, sa fi» the special requirements and circumstances of Wales in 
safer, bigger railway for both passengers and freight. ~~ to, few Vay Falaconitortherrailwave 


Its Strategic Plan sets out how it expects to achieve ; . ae 
= Appointments will be for four years. Members are 
this. The SRA is now implementing the Plan, in , : 
= expected to commit three days a month, including 
particular by managing rail franchises to deliver ; . 
, Pees committee and preparatory work, to the SRA. 
benefits for passengers, and working with key ; : : 
In return they receive an annual fee of £14,190 
stakeholders to develop new ways to deliver major 
: plus reasonable expenses, including child/elder care, 
improvements to the network. 
where appropriate. Training for new members will 
We are looking for candidates who have a strategic , 
§ be provided. 
and perceptive approach; excellent communication 
. ee ; For an information pack, including an application form, 
skills; are willing to challenge assumptions and speak = 
; : please telephone 01233 214 529 (8am-10pm, 7 days a week), 
out; and are able to support and guide senior colleagues. : 
: : : 5 : quoting reference DTVO, or e-mail DIVO(@SAXBAM.CO.UK. The closing 
A good understanding of one or more of the following 5 . 
: date for applications is Friday 21 June 2002. 
would be particularly valuable: / 
* the views, interests and priorities of rail passengers; DTLR promotes equal opportunities in public appointments. Ministers are concerned at the under 
£ 


* the interface between Government and industry; pal representation of women, people from ethnic minority backgrounds and disabled people in 


* consumer issues in a large customer-orientated business; public appointments and particularly welcome applications from them 


ADVERTISED RECRUITMENT AND CONSULTANCY 
A PRACTICE WITHIN SAXTON BAMPFYLDE HEVER &&¢ 


LANZAROTE, HOLIDAY VILLA 


r 
| 
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ROYAL DEESIDE SCOTLAND 


ODDICOMBE HALL HOTEL 
Provides an excellent holiday for the disabled 
person and their family. We have full disabled 
facilities and are able to cater for organised 
parties. All wheelchair accessible rooms open on 
to a private garden with conservatory and have 


1 double, 1 single, shower room. Open plan kitchen 
& living room. Patio & shared garden. ETB category 
2, 4-star highly commended. Non-smoking. Prices 
from £195 pw. Available all year. Tel: 01722 349002, 
e-mail: mail@old-stables.co.uk, www.old-stables.co.uk 


Norfolk, Nar Valley 
Holiday Cottages 


3 self-catering, all wheelchair accessible, 1 with 
wheel-in shower room, 2 with airbaths. Mostly 
en-suite. On working farm - peaceful location, 

central for beaches and tourist attractions. 
Indoor heated swimming pool. 
More details and prices, contact: 

Rosemary on 01760 338797. 


Views of the mountains and sea, NEW for 2002. 4 superb self catering cottages 


located on the banks of the river next to | 
| Balmoral. Designed and equipped to the highest | 
standard with state of the art facilities for people 
| with disabilities, their families and friends. Please 
| contact: CRATHIE OPPORTUNITY HOLIDAYS | 
Tel: 013397 42002 for more details 
or email: info@crathieholidays.org.uk 
www.crathieholidays.org.uk 


situated In a quiet, cour 


yside town, 


f 


15 mins drive from tourist at f 


breathtaking sea views. Private car park with twin bedrooms sleeping up to 6, 
unloading at entrance to the hotel. Open all year. 
Why not escape and relax at delightful 
Babbacombe, Torquay? Category 2. 
Special 3-4 day breaks Nov-April. Discount for 
group bookings. Tel: (01803) 313457. 


wheelchair friendly with wheelin shower 


Brittany Cottage to let. Fully 
adapted for wheelchair use. Good 
access to beaches. Sleeps up to 6. 
Details C. Hodgson. 
Tel (01924) 499220. 


Mobility Aids available. For coloured 


brochure Tel: 00 34 928 83806! 


email'ca abell 1D. aIms@va 
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INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 


We welcome applications from all sections of the 
community, irfespective of race, colour, gender, sexuality 
or disability. Job sharers welcome, no partner necessary. 


As an integral part of the Mayor's Transport Strategy, the capital’s bus services 


are to undergo major development - providing new and exciting challenges 


for our organisation. Responsible for planning, procuring and monitoring 


London’s bus services, we're becoming more efficient than ever before. 


Attracting the best talents from London’s diverse communities will 


enhance our prospects of providing a safe, efficient and economically 


sound transport system. 


To find out about our current vacancies, call 020 7918 3287/3251 
or visit our website at www.transportforlondon.gov.uk/jobs 


Transport for London values the diversity which exists in our city and 
aspires to this being reflected in our workforce 


London 
Buses 


EASY-BATHER, NEVER used, £1,000 new. 
Would cost £200 to install, will accept 
£300. Tel: 01273 476813. 


NEW, CHILTERN WISPA ceiling hoist: 
£800. Shower chair: £100. Tel P Kumar: 
020 8661 2585. 


BISON BEDE STAIRLIFT £1,000 - or swap 


for scooter or car. Tel: 01243 779712. 


DISABLED PHD STUDENT at Northumbria 
University is looking at the sexual abuse 


of disabled children using the life stories 


of adult survivors and would like to hear 


from any disabled adult interested in shar- 
ing their stories and opinions. All infor- 
mation you give to the researcher will be 
confidential and you should have already 
spoken to someone about the abuse. For 
further information contact Martina 
Higgins, PO Box 606, YORK YO32 SYT 


or email: martinahiggins@tesco.net 


DUE TO BEREAVEMENT: celebrity 4 wheel 
scooter, one year old, hardly used, £600. 
Stannah chair lift, straight 14 ft run, Offers? 
Endres bathlift makes daily bathing possi- 
ble £200. Tel: 020 8444 2397 (London). 

re ey ee 


What's stopping you? 


¢ Recruitment (on pages 29 to 34) 


ARE YOU A PERSON WITH A DISABILITY 
AND WANT TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE? 


Yes we're committed to embracing diversity but it’s more than that. 
We need to attract the right people into the right jobs and that’s why 
we concentrate on peoples’ abilities to do the job. 


Okay, we're not perfect but we’re keen to learn and grow. We are 
looking for a diverse and talented range of individuals to help move the 
Council services forward. You won't believe the range of jobs on offer. 
We have 100s of professions from accountants and teachers to landscape 
gardeners and Chefs. The variety of jobs is only matched with the rich mix | 
of over 50,000 individuals we employ and that’s where you come in. 


It’s about time you seriously thought about applying for a job with us. 


True, you might need fo wait for the job you want but are you looking 
in the right place? Visit our web site at www.birmingham.gov.uk/jobs, or | 
pick up the ‘Birmingham Voice’ by telephoning 0121 303 2154 or visit a | 
Birmingham Library or Leisure Centre where copies are available. | 


Go on have a look, you might like what you see. 


CHOICE IN HACKNEY 


An Advocacy Service run by and for disabled people in Hackney 
wishes to recruit a disabled person as an 


Advocacy Worker 
17.5 hours per week - £10,824 pa (£21,648 pro rata) 


To work in partnership with disabled people aged 16+ and link individuals 


to all the services they require in order to maintain control over their 


own lives. The post is funded by the Bridge House Estates Trust fund. 


We are also seeking permanent Sessional Workers to work one day per 


week. For further details and an application pack, also available on 


tape, disc, in braille and large print upon request, please contact: 


Telephone: 0207 613 3206 
Minicom: 0207 613 3208 
Fax: 0207 739 8599 


Email: choice_in_hackney@lineone.net 


CHOICE IN HACKNEY 
2nd FLOOR, D BLOCK 
ST LEONARDS PCT 
NUTTALL STREET 
LONDON N1 5LZ 


Closing date for completed applications is 4pm on Friday 21stJune 2002. 
CHOICE IN HACKNEY is an equal opportunities employer. 
Reg. Charity 1077287. 


¢ Children’s equipment — 


HORACEK KIMBA3261 PUSHCHAIR, 
tilt-in-space model with head support, 
thorax pads, 4 point harness, foot- 
straps and tray. Excellent condition. 
Sale due to change in user's posture 
needs. £1,850 when new in 1998, 
consider £599 or other offers. Suitable 
age 4 to 10. Tel: 0118 9420319. 


CHILD'S RED BOBCAT, 4 years old, suits 
3 years upwards. In good working order. 
Has standing frame and raise/lower seat. 
Cost £10,000 new, want £500 ono. Tel: 
01525 713880. 


CHILD'S BLUE MINI Jazzy wheelchair with 
Freedom seating. Suits child 3 years 
upwards. In excellent condition, hardly 
used. Cost £5,000 new, want £750 ono. 
Tel: 01525 713880. 


CE rmingham City Council 
Veit 


Great self-catering in 
South West Wales 


SWn-y-Gwynt Cottage 
Sleeps 4, fabulous views, 


flawless luxury. TV, linen, 
power all included. 


Tel: 01267 237261 
E-mail: antony.griew@virgin.net 


Accessibility Grade 1 


WOW EVEL 


PI UXKURY CHeeT 


IN POOLE, DORSET 


Beautiful views. Disabled friendly. 
Ring Jill for Brochure 
Tel: 01525 379549 after 6pm. 
Mobile: 07811 067634 (day) 
uses garly to avoid cased 


9 Accessible 
se Van Hire 


Bea anae z ae 
RK more waiting for accessible taxis 
o to show, just wheel in and go. 

V Low Hire Rates Y Unlimited Kilometres 
V Online Reservations ~ Low Insurance Excess 
V Full Comprehensive Insurance Included 
Vv Daily & Hourly Hire ~ Real-time Availability 
v Raised Roof v Lift Equipped Toyota HiAce 

* Serving Gold Coast & Brisbane * 


Freedom Wheels Rentals 
We take your wheels for a ride. 
18 Cessnock Close, Mermaid Waters, QLD 4218 
Tel: 61.7.5554 5132 * Australia * Fax: 61.7.5554 5987 
Email: info @freedomwheelsrentals.com 
Website: www.freedomwheelsrentals.com 


DISCLAIMER — DN is not responsible for 
claims made in the adverts it prints. 


Readers are advised to check claims 
with advertisers before relying on them. 
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IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE 


Daily <ifee Mail 
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Hampton 
Court 
Palace 

Flower Show 


Knutsford, Cheshire 


established RHS Flower 
Show. Floral elegance is 
showcased in a relaxed and 
friendly environment, 
making it the perfect day 


out for everyone. Innovative 
show gardens, the RHS 
Britain in Bloom flower bed 
competition, teamed floral 
displays, talks and 
demonstrations, plus many 
opportunities to purchase, 
will offer you plenty of 
inspiration to take home 
with you. This is the 
NorthWest’s floral event of 
the season. 


For a chance to win tickets 
to either show, complete 
and return the coupon 
above, right. 

However, if you don’t 
want to miss out, tickets are 
on sale now. Call the ticket 
hotlines for more 
information. 

Hampton Court Palace 
Flower Show: 0870 906 3791 
RHS Flower Show at Tatton 
Park: 0870 906 3811 

(£1.50 booking fee per 
transaction) 

Or book online at 
www.rhs.orguk 


: he stylish Pearl Izumi range of gloves is rated highly by cyclists and wheelchair users alike. The 
| [ top-quality Gel Lite full gloves, which provide incredible sheer grip with no resistance, are 

| available in ladies and gents sizes and DN has 6 pairs (worth £25 each) up for grabs, courtesy 
of Raw Experience Ltd. For revolutionary technology at your fingertips, enter our give-away, or for 
more information on Pearl Izumi products, contact Raw Experience on 0131 4296790. 


he Royal Horticultural Society invites DN readers to experience the 
wonder of the world’s most famous flower shows in 2002. Once again, 
the RHS has given us two pairs of tickets to the Hampton Court and 
Tatton shows (worth £40 a pair and £34 a pair respectively). 


Hampton Court Palace Flower Show 2-7 July 2002 
East Molesey, Surrey 
Hampton Court Palace and its surrounding parkland provide an idyllic 
setting for this friendly and accessible gardening 
event. There’s an exciting range of flowers, plants and 
gardening accessories, giving you the chance to 
browse and buy. 

With over 20 show and water gardens, and one of the greatest gatherings of 
roses in full bloom the world has ever seen, this RHS Show guarantees a 
glorious summer’s day out for everyone. 


RHS Flower Show at Tatton Park 17-21 July 2002 


Cheshire’s Tatton Park provides a picturesque setting for the most recently 


RHS 
Flower Show 
Tatton 
Park 


2% THE NATIONAL TRUST 
ACCESS FOR ALL 


The National Trust welcomes visitors with disabilities 
to its superb historic buildings, gardens, countryside 
and coast in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. 


‘Information for Visitors with Disabilittes 2002’ 
is now available. 


For this information booklet giving access 
details and information on adapted cottages 
please send a 39p stamp to: 


The National Trust Membership Department, 
PO Box 39, Bromley, Kent BR1 3XL 


Website: www.nationaltrust. org.uk 


to enter 


Tick the competition circle below, 
add your details, and send FOR 
FREE to Disability Now, Freepost WD4323, London N7 9BR, or 
you can fax it on 020 7619 7331, or e-mail the details to: 


pecs (C)RHS ()Atlas ©)xdm ©) Easipark 
1O Cooler (©) Disc ()DDA 
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¢ Closing date for offers: 28.06.2002 


Entrants must be over 18 ¢ No proof 
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I co n d iti O n Ss only ¢ No cash alternatives * Winners 
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of purchase required ¢ UK entrants 


notified by post ¢ Editor’s decision is final ¢ Special offers not open to DN 
staff or associates * Winners may be announced in DN ¢ In association with 
Raw Experience Ltd, the Royal Horticultural Society, The AA, Save and 
Drive, the Disabled Drivers' Association and Cyclone Mobility. and we 
may use your name and address for further marketing purposes. Please tick 
the box if you do not wish your details to be included (J 
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A trip on the 
London frog. 


All the best 
news, VIEWS, 
= jobs and 
gees Offers. On sale 


29 June. 


@ SURVIVOR 


How people cope with disability caused by a major disaster. 


@ COMMONWEALTH GAMES 


It’s here — and it's the first time disabled people will be included. 


@ OUT AND ABOUT 


DN’s annual summer feature kicks off with exploring national 
nature reserves and a trip on the London frog. 


@ MY NIGHT OUT 


Disabled people welcome? Place accessible? Dan Batten will oversee 
proceedings for the next 6 months. 


NEWSAGENT ORDER FORM 


! (Please complete and take to your newsagent) : 
; Please reserve me a regular copy of O , 
Disability Now until further notice 
1 Please deliver a copy of Disability Now O i 
ito my home address 
AINE TITSS <<. Gad 4:5 ae ee ere aes 
PACGEGS Saree mmr tt ree I. ele cit cient carnitine 1 
1 1 
pcos 
I) cecceseecttscescncedsceccecececsssccceoneaesscovevsucsssscnssasessassecussasncrectscnenesusnvevosesnssucuscsanscusesousaseaererasaesnecs I 
POS 1COCE mmm eet ha dace Ba Ti Gn cern eaciae Rotoety 
1 1 
PS TALIS 6 Receome eente Geer ne ah rer one my ren eee scene 1 


To the newsagent: Disability Now, ISSN 0958-4676, is 

1 published monthly by Scope, 6 Market Road, London 1 

IN7 9PW. I 

vl is distributed by MMC Ltd, Octagon House, White Hart | I 
' Meadows, Ripley, Woking, Surrey GU23 6HR. 

y Tel: +44 (0)1483 211222, fax: +44 (0)1483 224541. ¥ 
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